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ALABAMA INDIANS SET TO BUILD CASINOS—Dan Ireland, executive director of Ala. Citizens
Action Program, says: “The reason we can't legalize video gambling (bingo or any other game) ...is
because once Alabama legalizes this type of gambling, the Indian reservations will explode.” They

have a contract with Harrah's casinos that says “once gambling is legalized, Harrah's will build
multimillion casinos on Indian reservations in our state.” (12/16 Alabama Baptist)

'‘GANGSTA RAP' IS OFTEN VILE, A BAD INFLUENCE—Today's popular music is so depressing. If
today's rock 'n' roll is not anguished and miserable, it is angry and furious. Rap music is filled with
violence, promiscuity, and hatred, especially for women (7/24/97 World). Profanity-laden, death-wish
lyrics in such music puts harmful ideas in young listeners' heads—glorying assault, death and rape.
Eminem is perhaps the most foul-mouthed, angry, bitter—and popular—rapper of them all and shows
his rage at his mother and father [via his songs]. Many rappers never knew their fathers.

CONVERSION OF MORMON MISSIONARY—In the Jan. Baptist Bulletin a former Mormon
missionary tells of his experience with the LDS cult. He says that in its early days, the Mormon
doctrine of God was similar to Christianity's—not the doctrine that God was once a man, that man
may become God, and that there are many gods. He said Mormonism taught me that | must earn
Christ's atonement for salvation through religious ceremonies and keeping all the commandments of
Mormonism (no one can do this!).

SECULARISM A RELIGION—David Klinghoffer says secularism is a religion and the word should be
capitalized. He said “just as Mel Gibson is always referred to as a Catholic film-maker, Michael Moore
should be identified as a Secular one” (1/05 CT). Young children are being targeted for conversion to

Secularism. Hollywood's bias against anything remotely “Christian” is clearly seen in the dispensing of
“Oscars.”

THE CORRUPT UN—Apart from the substantial fraud and mismanagement in what may be the
largest financial scandal in United Nations history, there is a host of other disasters to warrant a no-
confidence vote in the corrupt UN. We could mention the "oil for food" scandal and the allegations that
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UN peacekeepers raped Congolese girls (1/24 USN & WR). The list goes on and on. The UN's
founders clearly intended for it to become an eventual all powerful world government, a goal rapidly
being realized. Christianity would be abolished and an international world court established. "Hate
crime" could be wrongly used as a pretext charge under such a corrupt one-world dictatorship.
Meanwhile, "we fight terrorists, and the UN harbors them." It doesn't make sense.

THE DA VINCI CODE—Dan Brown's book by this name continues to be a smash hit, though it has
numerous mistakes. It's characters inaccurately malign Christianity (1/17 Chr. News). The plot
involves Jesus marrying Mary Magdalene.

DANGEROUS MEDITATION—Transcendental Meditation (TM) is a veiled form of Hindu/yoga.
Initiates to TM receive a mantra (Hindu holy word) to repeat while sitting in yogic postures engaging in
yogic breathing. The goal is to find God within their own beings, since God and the self are really one
(Nov. 2004 Chr. Today). But seeking enlightenment through meditation opens the soul to deception
and to spiritual bondage.

WHO WROTE THE BIBLE?—"Bad men or devils would not have written the Bible, for it condemns
them and their works. Good men or angels could not have written it, for in saying it was from God
when it was but their own invention, they would have been guilty of falsehood, and thus could not
have been good. The only remaining being who could have written it, is God—its real
author."—Gospel Standard, 11/04

Sorry. | am swamped with mail and seldom can answer your letters. | enjoy them, however, so
email me jhuffman2@juno.com

NEW BOOK ON NEW EVANGELICALISM BY DR. ROLLAND MCCUNE—We reviewed a new book
by Rolland McCune in the Jan. CC titled Promise Unfilled: The Failed Strategy of Modern
Evangelicalism. (We actually liked the sub-title better than the title!) Most of the following is from the
Introduction. Harold John Ockenga is generally credited with coining the “New Evangelicalism” term in
a 1947 address at Fuller Seminary. Defining “new” evangelicalism is part of the greater problem of
defining evangelicalism itself, and is one of the biggest problems in American historiography. It is said
to be a plastic term. The author says: “For our purposes the term applies to a strain of conservative,
traditional, Protestant, religious thought that coalesced into a movement in the mid-twentieth century,
purporting to avoid the fundamentalist right and the neo-orthodox/neo-liberal left.” Part 1 gives a
history of the rise of liberalism. Part 2 analyzes contributing factors to the actual formation of the new
evangelical movement. Part 3 deals with the pervasive effects of ecumenism on new evangelicalism
thought and activity. Part 4 explores the main issue that divided the new evangelicals and the
fundamentalists practically—ecclesiastical separation. Parts 5 through Parts 9-sets forth basic
concerns over biblical authority, social sensitivity, status/destiny of the unsaved, and the radical “open
theism” view of God. [Note: The Ohio Bible Fellowship passed a Feb. resolution warning that Rick
Warren's Purpose Driven Church Seminars are now being hosted by Roman Catholic churches. He
doesn't warn leaders that Catholics promote a false gospel and worship a false Christ. Order
McCune's big 399-page book from: Inter-City Christian Bookstore, 4635 Allen Road, Allen Park, Ml
48101 (313) 383-6110, $24.99, “a must read!”

BJU ANNOUNCES ADMINISTRATION CHANGES—Bob Jones University January 20 announced
three administration changes effective following Commencement in May. Dr. Bob Jones Ill becomes
Chancellor and continues as Chairman of the Board; Rev. Stephen Jones becomes President; For
more information, on BJU's administrative changes, see press release at www.bju.edu 1700 Wade
Hampton Blvd., Greenville, SC 29614.

GRAHAM PROMISED NOT TO PROSELYTIZE—In preparing for the Billy Graham crusade in LA last
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Oct., the Billy Graham organization promised the Roman Catholic archdiocese that Catholics will not
be proselytized. This is in keeping with Dr. Graham's longstanding belief and policy, there will be no
proselytizing, and anyone identifying himself as Catholic will be referred to us for reintegration into the
life of the Catholic Church...this has been Graham's working policy since the 1950s. The names of
thousands of Catholics have been turned over to Catholic churches for “follow-up.” —turning babes in
Christ back over to the wolves!

PURPOSE DRIVEN CATHOLIC CHURCHES—RIick Warren's Purpose Driven Church Seminars are
now being hosted by Roman Catholic Churches. The marketing message on the seminar's logo
reads: “Implementing the Purpose Driven Church — Growth Without Compromising Your Message or
Mission.” Since we know the Roman Church cannot, and never will, compromise its infallibly
pronounced gospel of works and sacraments, we must wonder if the “Purpose Driven Seminar gospel
is indeed the Gospel of Jesus Christ.” It should not surprise us that Roman Catholic churches are
participating in Rick Warren's seminars. He often quotes Roman Catholic leaders favorably.

ANGLICANS NOT HAPPY OVER EPISCOPAL APOLOGY—Anglican archbishops were not
appeased by the U.S.'s apology last month for the consecration last year of V. Gene Robinson. It said
the U.S. Episcopal's apology did not go far enough to heal the rift which threatens unity among
Anglicans..

SBC SEEKS NEW ALTERNATIVE TO BWA—Two dozen retired chief executives of Southern
Baptist entities have declared themselves to be “advocates of the Baptist World Alliance.” Former
SBC/BWA leader Duke McCall says “Our purpose is to retain Southern Baptist participation in and
support of the BWA.” The SBC's chief executive Morris Chapman said: “We hope for the BWA God's
blessings in every work they do for the Kingdom's sake” (1/27 Alabama Baptist). SBC funding of the
BWA has been cut but the SBC will continue their dialogue with the BWA toward possibly resolving
the dispute.

EVANGELICALS AND MORMONS TOGETHER— “An Evening of Friendship” conference/dialogue
was held November 14 and featured Ravi Zacharias (“main speaker”), Fuller Seminary President
Richard Mouw, Craig Hazen (Biola prof), Joseph Tkach, and Michael Card. Dr. David W. Cloud writes
(O Timothy): “...Mouw, who preceded Zacharias to the podium, apologized to the Mormons, making
the following amazing statements: 'Let me state it clearly. We evangelicals have sinned against
you....We have demonized you....[We evangelicals] have often misrepresented the faith and beliefs
of the Latter-Day Saints.” Cloud asks: “Is it sin to preach the one true Gospel and to warn of false
gospels and christs as Paul did?...” One report said Ravi Zacharias almost pulled out of the event
because prior reports had downplayed his theological differences with Mormonism....Ravi's message
received a standing ovation from the entire crowd.” But, make no mistake. Mormonism is a cult. Be
warned, be wise, beware!

FRONTLINE MAGAZINE—I haven't read it yet, but just reading the index of authors and articles
aroused my interest in the new Frontline, published by the Fundamental Baptist Fellowship. Its theme
for the new issue is “The Evangelical Disaster. Dr. John Vaughn is FBFI Pres. and Editor of Frontline.

SOME FUNDAMENTALISTS NO LONGER DESIRE TO DISTINGUISH THEMSELVES FROM NEO-
EVANGELICALS—Dr. John Vaughn said of the new International Baptist Network: “It [IBN] includes
the Baptist Bible Fellowship, the Southwide Baptist Fellowship, and the World Baptist Fellowship. The
celebration was joined by representatives of the Southern Baptist Convention. Their [IBN's ] attempt
to rally around the Great Commission is commendable. But to do so while setting aside the
unpleasantness of separation is to ignore the lesson of the Evangelical Disaster. Fundamental
Baptists should know better than to board the back end of a train that is wrecking on the other end.
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SPONG DEBATES MOHL ER—L.beral retired Episcopal bishop, John Shelby Spong, again revealed his
extreme liberalism in a debate Dec. 16 with Southern Baptist Seminary president R. Albert Mohler. Spong

argued Christianity must be updated for modern times, that in the 215t century it is not realistic for Christians to

believe in miracles such as the virgin birth and resurrection of Jesus (12/22 BP). Mohler says we have a choice
between the Christianity preached by the A postles and handed down to us, or Spong's “ Christianity” whichis
devoid of all that is essentia to the faith beginning with a supernatural personal God, al the way down to the
incarnation of Christ and His saving work on the cross.

HOLLYWOOD'SVIEW OF RELIGION ISNEGATIVE—Television's treatment of religion has become
increasingly negative in recent years even though mentions of God are occurring more often, per a study
released Dec. 16 by the Parents Television Council and the National Religious Broadcasters. They said
Hollywood is not accurately portraying viewers beliefs (12/31 Baptist Press). The study showed of 2,385 hours
of primetime TV shows watched that there were 2,344 mentions of religion. PTC judged 22 percent of the
mentions to be positive and 24 percent to be negative and the remainder neutral. Mentions of clergy were twice
as likely to be negative as positive. (parentstv.org)

$69,000 SANDWICH HASIMAGE OF VIRGIN MARY? POPE PRAYSTO MARY— The highest bid on
the online E-bay auction site (at the middle of arecent week) for a partially eaten 10-year-old grilled cheese
sandwich, which, according to its owner bears the image of the Virgin Mary (11/27 World). Catholics ascribe to
Mary powers she never claimed. Pope John Paul Il recently prayed to Mary for peace in Iragq and the world at
ceremonies marking the 150th anniversary of the Catholic dogma of the Immaculate Conception. (12/10 HT) He
called on Mary “to obtain peace and salvation for al peoples.”

SECULARISTSBLAME GOD FOR TSUNAMI DISASTER—The challenge to the Christian faith is clear,
even asit is often crudely put forth by secular critics. It goes like this: “If God is both omnipotent and
benevolent, how can disasters like this happen?’ Playwright Archibald MacL eish posed this theol ogical
challenge: "If God is God, He is not good; if God is good, Heis not God." An example of how not to givea
Christian answer was provided by the Archbishop of Canterbury, Rowan Williams. Writing in The Sunday
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Telegraph, he said: "Every single random, accidental death is something that should upset a faith bound up with
comfort and ready answers. Faced with the paralyzing magnitude of a disaster like this, we naturally feel more
deeply outraged—and also more deeply helpless. We can't see how thisis going to be dealt with, we can't see
how to make it better. We know, with arather sick feeling, that we shall have to go on facing it and we can't
make it go away or make ourselves feel good." The newspaper headlined the archbishop's column, "Of Course
This Makes Us Doubt God's Existence.” After the article ran, the archbishop said the headline and article
misrepresented his views. The paper said it may have misrepresented the archbishop's argument, but said he
himself must accept much of the blame. It said his prose is so obscure, his thought processes so hard to follow,
that his message is often unclear. Jesus warned that natural disasters are part of God's warning, of our mortality,
and of the coming judgment. He warned that famines, earthquakes, wars, etc., would be the "birth pangs" of
coming tribulation and judgment. A faithful Christian response will affirm the true character and power of
God—His omnipotence and His benevolence. God isin control of the universe. His goodness and love are
beyond question. Christians must avoid explanations when God has not revealed an explanation. Finaly,
Christians must respond to a crisis like this by weeping with those who weep, by praying, by offering concrete
assistance in Christ's name, and by bearing bold witness to the Gospel.... (Adapted, R. Albert Mohler Jr., 1/04
BP)

CATHOLIC GROUP TO JOIN NEW ECUMENICAL GROUP, SBC DECL INES—The Conference of
Catholic Bishopsin the U.S,, at their fall gathering, voted to join the new ecumenical group, Christian Churches
Together in the USA. CCT's goal is to have the broadest ecumenical umbrellato date, bringing together
Cathoalics, liberal and evangelical Protestants, Baptists, Orthodox, Pentecostals and Charismatics. Its steering
committee includes a Catholic Bishop and Cardinal (O Timothy). A spokesman for the SBC's No. American
Mission Board said “ For the most part [emphasis added by CC editor], we don't do ecumenism because you
usually have to give up some doctrinal beliefs or ignore or emphasize others to work with folks that really aren't
on the same path, share the same doctrines, the same beliefs—particularly about salvation...” (1/6 AB). Such
aliances are unscriptural and cause confusion. CCT is set to launch formally next fall and be a broader body
than the older NCC.

SOME KEY EVENTS OF 2004—Some notable deaths: Pres. Reagan; Billy James Hargis, anti-communism
battler; Garner Ted Armstrong; Carl Henry, new-evangelical theologian, first editor of Christianity Today;
Harold Henniger: church growth expert, megachurch pastor; and two key liberal/moderate SBC leaders. Roy
Honeycutt, Henlee Barnette. Episcopal Church USA installed an open homosexual as bishop. The Passion of the
Christ movie box-office take was $609 million. Jerry Falwell announced plans to resurrect his Moral Magjority.
Rick Warren's Purpose-Driven Life has sold 20 million copies, and he was listed by Time as “ People Who
Mattered in 2004.” Roy Moore, “the 10 commandments judge,” lost his appeal to overturn court case. Many
mainline liberal churches are divided over homosexuality, women pastors, etc. The International Baptist
Network (BBF, SBF, and WBF) held its first meeting in Sept. The SBC withdrew from the Baptist World
Alliance, citing its leftward drift and liberal theology. [GARBC, Cedarville, and others who have had
meetings/ties with various levels of the SBC may join the IBN soon.]

CHINA GIVESRELIGION A NEW NAME: 'EVIL TEACHINGS —In a sudden wave of Christian arrests
last summer, Red Chinaissued atop secret directive to spread Marxism against “Western” attemptsto
destabilize Chinawith religion, or “evil teachings.” Per our State Department's 2004 religious-freedom report,
about 30 million Protestants and at least 5 million Catholics worship in unofficial house churches. Unregistered
churches are not allowed to operate, but enforcement of this varies widely from region to region.

DEATH WISH—A Hindu seer almost incited ariot by failing to die on Nov. 17. The chief cleric of Sriguru
Ashram in India had predicted his soul would leave his body sometime that morning, and 15,000 people showed
up to watch. The crowd was quiet when he sat down to meditate at 6 am., but turned violent when he was till
alive at noon. The seer says heis sorry and “wanted to leave my mortal body, but | could not.” Unless he
becomes saved, both his soul and his body will spend eternity in Hell. Souls are perishing and need the Gospel.
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Note: In reporting the deaths of SBC professors (Henlee Barnette and John Drakeford), in the Dec. 2004 CC, we
erroneously included the name of Walter Shurden as having died in Oct. He has assured me he is very much
among the living!

PRAYER THAT NEW FUNDAMENTALIST LEADERSWILL HAVE SPIRIT & POWER OF
EL1JAH—The theme for the recent American Council of Christian Churches meeting in Maine was drawn
from Elijah passing his mantle to Elishawho would succeed him as God's spokesman, and the spirit and power
of Elijah would rest upon him. An ACCC resolution states: “ O that our God would raise up men with such a
spirit and with such power. May we be men of courage, boldness and spiritual backbone to stand for truthin
these days of apostasy and compromise. May we ever cry: “Whereisthe LORD God of Elijah?” O that we
might see that power displayed in our ministries to the glory of God....The ACCC is burdened for the next
generation of Fundamentalist leaders who will be called upon to stand for truth. The conflicts that this next
generation will face include a continual battle with New Evangelicalism, an engaging of the post-modern mind
in the pew, a contending for the Faith once delivered to the saints, and a faithful proclamation of an exclusivist
Gospel in apluralist society. Today, we need men that will stand up and speak out on the issues that challenge
truth and our Fundamentalist position. Y ou may request a copy of all 8 resolutions from the ACCC, P.O. Box
5455, Bethlehem, PA 18015. <accc@juno.com>

OBF RESOLUTION ON DALLAS SEMINARY (EXCERPT)—The Ohio Bible Fellowship at a recent
conference passed aresolution on Dallas Seminary. We excerpt as follows: “Dallas Seminary has repudiated
ecclesiastical separation and militancy since itsinception by advocating continuance in apostate denominations
and merely 'giving out the positive truth'...and teaches both pastors and its students new evangelicalism through
its professors, chapel speakers and publications....”

GARBC CHURCH VOTES TO LEAVE—BIble Baptist Church of Beaver Dam WI, Carlos Galvan, Pastor,
recently voted to withdraw from the GARBC. Reasons given: “...We saw historically the change that began to
take place in the 80s, the watershed conference at Niagara Falls, and the Association's continuing to follow a
different paradigm of ministry since then. While our church has sought to remain a strong separatist ministry,
we have seen the GARBC decide to go a different direction. They are not where we are. Separation was
necessary. There are some good men and ministries in the GARBC, but the association in general, and a great
many ministries connected with the association, were going a new evangelical direction.”

PROMISE UNFILLED: The Failed Strategy of Modern Evangelicalism is the title of a new big book by
Rolland McCune. Just when we were growing concerned about the dearth of new books on the twin dangers of
New Evangelicalism and Ecclesiastical Separation, along comes this refreshing new book to warn and
inform—just like an oasisin athirsty land. Don't |et the price scare you. The 29-page index of men and
movements alone is much needed and well worth the price. It isimportant that we stay informed and identify
compromisers and deceivers. | ook forward to reading the book and possibly excerpting afew snippets from it
for the next CC. Dr. McCune is the former president of Detroit Baptist Seminary (now a Professor there), and
this book is highly recommended by Drs. David Beale, Robert Delnay, David Doran, and Sam Horn. Order
from: Detroit Baptist Seminary, 313/383-6110, $24.99 + $3 postage.
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CCM INDUSTRY ISABOUT MONEY, POPULARITY, & GLORIFYING THE ARTISTS—Dave Hunt
writes (11/04 Berean Call): “...[I]t should be obvious to any thinking observer that today's '‘worship music' is
designed to please man, even the carnal and unsaved, and not God. In The Purpose Driven Church (p. 279),

Rick Warren boldly declares, 'We use the style of music the mgjority of peoplein our church listen to on the
radio...contemporary pop/rock.' Thisisthe world's music, and it draws the worldly into the church. In plain
words, the music in purpose-driven churches is not chosen because it pleases God, but man. Purpose-driven
worship isless about worshiping God than about entertaining the ‘worshipers. That isits deliberate design.
Thus, the music and the entire 'program'’ (like any secular performance) must appeal to the audience rather than
to the One whom they are supposedly worshiping....” Seeker friendly mega-churchesin an extreme zeal for
growth are “purposely” designed to give “worshipers’ what they want.

FALWELL STARTSTHE FAITH & VALUES COALITION—Dr. Jerry Falwell launched in October what

he describes as “a 21t Century resurrection of the Moral Magjority.” He founded the latter in 1979, but
disbanded it in 1989 to focus on expanding Liberty University. He appeals for immediate funds to launch it and
to initiate a nationwide four-year voter registration campaign in 225,000 churches. TFVC's agendais: (1)
Confirmation of pro-life, strict constructionist U.S. Supreme Court justices and other federal judges; (2) passage
of aconstitutional Federal Marriage Amendment; and (3) the election of another “ conservative’ president and
Congress in 2006 and 2008. Falwell, now 71, will serve as national chairman of the coalition for four years. Tim
LaHaye is board chairman, Falwell's son Jonathan is executive director, and his son Matthew Staver is vice-
chairman. If Moral Mgjority is the pattern, Roman Catholics and other false-gospel errantists will be involved
ecumenically in ministry.

PUT ASIDE DOCTRINE, UNITE TO FIGHT SOCIAL EVIL—We've seen it happen over and over,
especially in the twenty-five years since Moral Mg ority, uniting of evangelicals and Roman Catholics to fight
abortion, etc. Dave Hunt writes. “For example, if a Christian isinvolved in a social issue that includes a
Mormon on one side, a Catholic on another, a Moonie over there and maybe an atheist somewhere in the mix,
all involved share certain moral values. But the Christian cannot share the gospel with the others because it
would 'break up the coalition.' Therefore, he has to compromise....” (4/15/99 CC) Asindividuals, or as
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Christians united doctrinally, we may oppose moral evil, etc., together. Indeed, we as “ salt of the earth” must
stand against the floodtide of immorality in our day. But we are also to be the “light of the world” with a clear
witness of the Gospel to those who grope in darkness. But how can we tell Catholics they need to be saved when
we work and worship with their leaders? “1f our gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost.”

CAN MARRIAGE BE SAVED?—Marriageisintroublein the U.S. assaulted by afearful divorce rate,
soaring cohabitation, sex and childbearing increasingly detached from wedlock, and now, thanks to “gay”
activists, aredefining. In Scandinavia, marriage has become virtually a minority option. In African American
society, children are more likely to be born outside of marriage than not. (11/04 Chr. Today) Consider: (1)
Lifelong healthy marriage is good (2) Divorce is extremely bad for children, asis angry parental conflict (3)
Hostile, “get-it-all-out” communication destroys marriages (4) Living together before marriage leads to
increased divorce.

ANGLICAN PANEL DISAPPOINTING—AN Anglican panel studying the consecration of an openly gay
bishop in the U.S. Episcopal Church failed to satisfy conservative dissenters. The U.S. Episcopal Church has
rootsin the 77-million-member Church of England and wanted an apology.

J.1.PACKER SAID CHARISMATIC MOVEMENT ISOF GOD—1J. I. Packer, while still a Regent College
professor and a senior editor of Christianity Today, said the Charismatic Movement “must be adjudged a work
of God.” (July 15, 1989 CC) He said it isin the mainstream of historic evangelical orthodoxy on key doctrines.
He said, “If the charismatics err, they err only by expecting to receive from God, whose face they seek, more
than he actually promised.” Packer said: “ Sharing charismatic experience...is often declared...to unify
Protestants and Roman Catholics at a deeper level than that at which their doctrine divides them. This, if so,
gives charismaticism great ecumenical significance.” New Evangelical theologians such as Packer lend
respectability to the Charismatic Movement, which then in turn, has become a catalyst for the ecumenical
movement's world church of Antichrist. Some individual charismatics themselves may be “of God” but the
movement itself has many heretical doctrines.

'"THE PROSPERITY GOSPEL'—In a1997 TBN telecast, Paul Crouch said: “I1f you have been healed or
saved or blessed through TBN and have not contributed ... you are robbing God and will lose your reward in
heaven.” John Hagee says. “When you give, it qualifies you to receive of God's abundance,” and, Hagee adds,
“If God givesto you before you give to Him, God Himself will become aliar. If you are not prospering, it's
because you are not giving.” (Dr. Ralph Colas, IBFNA's The Review) Another popular charismatic, Benny Hinn,
is quoted in the December 14 Alabama Baptist (and December 4 CC) as saying salvation and healing should
never be separate.

FULLER SEMINARY PRES. APOLOGIZESTO MORMONS—Thefollowing isfrom Maine pastor Greg
Linscott: “With evangelicals and Latter-day Saints sitting together in the Salt L ake Tabernacle for an 'Evening
of Friendship," internationally renowned Christian philosopher Ravi Zacharias told them Sunday night that Jesus
Christ's unigue claim upon humanity is that He embodied truth and sacrificed himself for aworld that often does
not recognize him. But what many Utahns may remember most distinctly is the sermon that came before it.
Taking the pulpit to speak of the event's historic nature, Fuller Theological Seminary President Richard Mouw
addressed a capacity crowd of several thousand, offering a stunningly candid apology to members of the Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints and noting that ‘friendship has not come easily between our communities.'
He dubbed the evening 'historic' and apologized that Evangelicals ‘have often misrepresented the faith and
beliefs of the Latter-day Saints.' 'Let me state it clearly. We evangelicals have sinned against you, he said,
adding that both camps have tended to marginalize and simplify the others beliefs...Best-selling Christian [pro-
Catholic] musician Michael Card provided music for the service....” Fuller was founded in 1947 asan
evangelical school, but has long since been deeply steeped in apostasy. The Mormon god [s] is not the Triune
God of the Bible.

DAVID CLOUD HAS A NEW DVD ON MUSIC, titled Distinguishing Between Sacred and Contemporary

http://home.hiwaay.net/~contendr/2004/12-2004.html (2 of 3) [17/02/2005 01:57:38 p.m.]



Calvary Contender - December 2004

Syles of Christian Music. It gives some simple tools for discerning the difference between sensual and sacred
music. It and several other videos are available from: 866-295-4143 (toll free).

SOUTHERN BAPTIST ETHICIST DIES—Henlee Barnette, aliberal ethical activist who taught at Southern
Baptist Theological Seminary, died at age 93 in October. His writings and teachings reflected his strong belief
that actions must match belief. He said Jesusisn't going to ask you what you believe. He's going to ask you, “Do
you love Me, and do you love your neighbor as yourself?’ (11/04 AB) Other SB former professors, Jack
Drakeford and Walter Shurden, died in October.

MORE LEFT BEHIND BOOKS BEING PRODUCED—Tim LaHaye and Jerry Jenkins are producing more
books in the Left Behind series, which already has sold 65 million books and related items (10/16/04 World).
The authors are considering writing another series, tentatively called The Jesus Chronicles. Sorry, we cannot
endorse the Left Behind books. (See 3/03 CC)

AIDSIN AFRICA—AIDS kills about 6,000 people each day in Africa, more than wars, famines, and floods.
Life expectancy in Botswana has dropped to 44. It has 70,000 orphans. Uganda became the first African country
to beat back its AIDS epidemic, and AIDS there has declined dramatically through a U.S. funded
abstinence/condoms/prevention program. (11/6 World).

KINSEY FILM DRAWS PROTEST—Concerned Women for America has tapped Dr. Judith Reisman, who
wrote a 1991 book called "Kinsey, Sex and Fraud," as a prominent voice against Alfred Kinsey's legacy. Now,
according to Kinsey, anything goes. promiscuity, pornography, prostitution, adultery, sodomy, group sex,
sadomasochism, even incest. (11/14 New American) CWA, the nation's largest women's group, has encouraged
members to hand out leaflets (at theaters) that discredit the new film and accuse Kinsey of committing child
sexual abuse and scientific fraud. (BP)

ISLAM ISMOST VIOLENT—AIvin J. Schmidt, aU.S. sociologist and theologian, in a new book, describes
Islam as “the most violent religion the world has ever known.” (9/20 C.News) It's not areligion of peace, asthe
trendy mantra goes.

QUOTESON FUNDAMENTALISM—Missionary Rocco Piserchia said Andy Rooney attributed voters
reliance on religion in the recent election to ignorance. "l am an atheist,” Rooney said. “I'm sure I'll offend alot
of people by saying this, but | think religion's all nonsense.” He said Christian fundamentalism is aresult of a
lack of education. “They haven't been exposed to what the world has to offer.” Prof. Gerd Ludemann describes
liberal theology as "contemptible.” "I don't think Christians know what they mean when they proclaim Jesus as
Lord of the world. That isamassive claim. If you took that seriously, you would probably have to be a
fundamentalist. If you can't be a fundamentalist, then you should give up Christianity for the sake of honesty.”
(Al Mohler, 11/23/04 Crosswalk, adapted excerpts)

CORRECTION—Responding to a November CC article, the outgoing Southwide Baptist Fellowship
Moderator wrote us (re the 9/28 SBF business meeting), said they did not “vote” to remain in the IBN—THAT
choice is made individually. The CC'sinformation was from a “friend-of-SBF" source. Two of Dr. Rice's sons-
in-law were there but only one spoke from the floor.
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OK TO LEGISLATE MORALITY?—When moral Americans ask for laws to outlaw abortion, drugs,
alcohol, gambling, or pornography, liberals cry: “Y ou can't legislate morality”! But most legislation relates to
morality. When we make it illegal to murder, steal, or rape, we are imposing our morality on murderers, thieves,

and rapists to prevent them from imposing their immorality on their victims. The sameis true for assault, fraud,
prostitution, tax evasion, etc. Liberals don't want biblical morality legislated, but they want to legislate their
secular-humanist morality instead. It is often a question of whose morality is being legislated.

WHEN RIGHTS COL L I DE—When the permissible exercise of one person's right leads to the impermissible
denial of another's, the conflict is resolved by “rule of law.” Most laws forbid or restrict the exercise of abasic
right. Freedom of movement isabasic right, but traffic laws forbid driving on the Ieft side of atwo-way street.
Traffic lights and signs often restrict desired movement (12/1/92 CACC). Prohibition is at times necessary to
maximize freedom. A smoker's right to smoke ends where a non-smoker's right to breath unpolluted air (by
cancer-causing toxins) begins. A baby's right to life trumps a woman's right to an abortion.

A RIGHT TO FOOD?—The Clintons have said health care is aright. This may sound reasonable, but it
certainly is unrealistic. Theright to a car may also seem right. In 1975 aliberal senator introduced a Senate
resolution stating that everyone has the right to food. The “right” of course is meaninglessif food is not
available. Thisis a baseless, dangerous game. For example, could not a*“hungering” rogue nation with nuclear
capability use force to get what istheir “right”? And if food is aright, the U.S. might be charged before aWorld
Court with denying hungry nations what is rightfully theirs! To take from the “haves’ to give to the “have nots”
issocialism. That iswhat liberals seem to want.

ISLAM: AMERICA'SNO. 1 ENEM Y —Pastor Marc Monte in a 69-page syllabus compares the Koran with
the Bible, and concludes that the “religion of 1slam as presented in the Koran isareligion of hate. The Koran
itself is the single most significant piece of hate literature the world has ever known. The teachings of
Mohammed are responsible for the deaths of more people than Hitler, Stalin, and Mussolini combined.”

MEDIA BIAS AGAINST GUNS—People are surprised to learn that survey data show that guns are used
defensively by private citizensin the U.S. from 1.5 to 3.4 million times a year, at least three times more

http://home.hiwaay.net/~contendr/2004/11-2004.html (1 of 3) [17/02/2005 01:57:39 p.m.]



Calvary Contender - November 2004

frequently than guns are used to commit crimes (9/04 Imprimis). Guns do make it easier to commit crimes, but
they also often make it easier for people to defend themselves. So, it's: “More guns, less crime.”

AMERICA BECOMING A GAY NATION?—Gay activists want much more than legalized gay marriage,
says an article in the October Charisma. Many areas of our nation are becoming homosexual havens. And it's
not just San Francisco or Key West. A few years ago we were looking forward to seeing “beautiful Cape Cod.”
But alas, we were told that a part of the Cape is now a homosexua hangout. Popular actors and musicians are
celebrating all things homosexual. Two female singers recently kissed on TV. We have gay marriages, gay
adoptions, gay politics, gay cruises, Gay Days at Disney World, and gay churches. To our shame, we now
applaud what was once considered perverse.

TBN, CROUCH DENY ALLEGATIONS—Paul and Jan Crouch started the Trinity Broadcasting Network in
1973. Paul, in 1998, reached a $425,000 settlement for an alleged sexual encounter of eight years ago with a
male former employee. TBN has programs by charismatic “faith healers’ and by some new evangelicals. Benny
Hinn is quoted as saying salvation and healing should never be separate.

GRAHAM SLOWING DOWN—-BIlly Graham, weakened by age (85) and a pelvic fracture, delivered a short
sermon from John 3 about starting life over again. Thiswas at Kansas City last month. About 1,300 churches
supported the crusade. Typically in the past, liberal denominations and Catholics joined together ecumenically
in his crusades. He has accepted an invitation for acrusade in LA in Nov., followed by acrusade in New Y ork's
Madison Square Garden next June. In KC, he began slumping about 45 minutes into his message, and finished
the sermon seated.

WILLOW CREEK & PSYCHOHERESY—BIll Hybels' seeker-sensitive Willow Creek Community Church
has embraced the emotionalism, self-enhancing, subjectivity, popular vocabulary, and self-seeking goal s of
psychotherapy and the recovery movement, along with their underlying psychologies....In addition to using the
sales and management methods of the world, they have incorporated the world's methods of helping people deal
with emotional pain and tragedy. They evidently believe secular psychological ideas to be so significant and
essential for modern seekers that they give them Christ plus psychology—a syncretism that adapts and even
perverts Christ and His Gospel... (Sep-Oct PsychoHeresy L etter)

CORNERSTONE DROPSITS BAN ON DANCING—ATfter 63 years the prohibition against social dancing
at Cornerstone University (long a GARBC school) has been lifted. Its student handbook had banned social
dancing, saying it could cause “personal spiritual harm” or “insensitivity to others.” A school-sponsored dance
might be held later this year. Wheaton College dropped its ban on on-campus dancing almost a year ago, and
allowsits faculty and staff to drink alcohol and smoke off campus.

GROWING COLLABORATION BETWEEN WCC, RCC—The World Council of Churches, for the first
time, recently joined the United Nations' Int'| Day of Peace to pray worldwide for peace, and “Christian Unity.”
WCC general secretary Dr. Samuel Kobia preached at an ecumenical worship service and met with the
Canadian Council of Churches leader. He said ecumenical unity is growing. All thisis said to have led to anew
stage in collaboration between the WCC and the Roman Catholic Church. All leaders are considering ways to
change its structure to accommodate Catholics, Evangelicals, and Pentecostals and bring them all under official
WCC membership. It seems the stage is being set for aworld church and government.

DECEIVED ON PURPOSE: NEW AGE IMPLICATIONS OF THE PURPOSE-DRIVEN CHURCH isthe
title of a new book by Warren Smith. The book includes Rick Warren's relationship with Robert Schuller, and
“Oneness’ by T.D. Jakes. Neale Donald Walsch and other New Age leaders declare that God has a 5-step
PEACE Plan to save the world through a“ New Spirituality”, part of which demands that Christians abandon
their belief in Jesus Christ astheir Lord and Savior (p15). (Some of these New Agers declare “ The era of the
Single Savior isover.” etc.) Order this 185-page book from: www.discernment-ministries.com
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LIBERALISM, A BIGGER COVERUP BY THE POPE?—A recent book Vows of Slence blames the Pope
for covering up a sex abuse scandal. But, far more serious than covering up any sex scandal is the Pope's
covering up of theological modernism in the Roman Catholic Church (9/27 Chr. News). CN Editor Herman
Otten comments: “ The Pope's refusal to see that liberal Roman Catholic theol ogians are removed from the
Roman Catholic Church is even worse than his allowing thousands of practicing homosexual clergymen to
continue serving as priests.”

INTERNATIONAL BAPTIST NETWORK (IBN)—Three major independent Baptist fellowships (Baptist
Bible, Southwide, and World Baptist), fulfilling a“vision” of Dr. John Rawlings, came together at Highland
Park Baptist Church (Chattanooga). Each Fellowship met and voted in late September. The SBF voted 215 to 58
to accept the officers presented, and to continue to be a part of the IBN. We were able to attend some of the
Services and most of the business meeting. These disparate Fellowships are divided on many issues: KJV,
CCM, and New Evangelicalism (ecclesiastical separation, Promise Keepers, Falwell and other conservative
Southern Baptist leaders, e.g.). Adding to the confusion and weak stance, is the fact that Falwell is a member of
both the BBF and SBC. And Rawlingsis Falwell's mentor, and veteran BBF leader who was unable to speak at
the meeting. Apparently two of Dr. Rice's sons-in-law, spoke from the floor in favor of the 215 majority. The
SBF is now entangled with, and routinely fellowships with, new evangelicals, and compromising Southern
Baptist leaders. [Much more could be said if space permitted, CCM rock music, etc.]. Will there now be a
faithful remnant in the SBF who will “come out from among them and be separate” ? We pray to that end. We
grieve at the lack of discernment being evidenced by “fundamentalist” leaders of our day. [2Cor. 6:17, Zech.
4,6]

BBF LEADER MONROE SPEAKSAT IBN MEETING—Thefollowing is an excerpt from Dr. Bill
Monroe's sermon: “Ladies and gentlemen, our time is too short to continue on the path that we've been going for
the past 50 years... We are too badly out-numbered [“numbers’ should not take precedence over doing right!],
our resources are too limited, our time is too short to continue on the path that we've been going for 50
years....Now all | can speak for is Bill Monroe. But | can tell you this. | fear standing before God and trying to
explain to Him why | wouldn't join hands with fellow Bible-believing Baptists to reach aworld that's groaning
with the lostness of almost 7 billion souls without hope, without God, without Christ and headed for a Devil's
Hell. What am | going to say to my Lord when He said, 'Why did you get diverted by all that stuff? Why didn't
you [just!] try to reach thisworld for Christ like | asked you to do?...” When he said 'stuff,’ his tone seemed to
slur. Maybe our Lord would also ask: “How could you share pulpits and fellowship with those disobedient
brethren who join hands with Moonies, Mormons, Catholics, or other errantists’? Why can't we do
BOTH—defend the faith AND declare the Gospel ? After all, BOTH are commands and Christians have no right
toignore or slur either of them.
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THE ROLE, PURPOSE & EFFECTS OF M USI C—Foundation magazine offers a 65-page very informative
booklet by Pastor David Moss for its July-August issue. There is awarning to heed: “Things done in the house
of God are not acceptable to Him merely because they are done in the house of God. Neither are they acceptable

to Him merely because they are done in the name of Christ.” [Matt. 7:21-23] Phone: 805/528-3534.

MOVIE RATINGS NOW LESS STRICT—Today's movies contain significantly more violence, sex and
profanity on average than movies of the same rating a decade ago (9/16 Ala. Bapt.). A movie rated PG-13 today
contains comparable content to an R-rated movie a decade ago, according to a study by the Harvard School of
Public Health.

ISIT HATE SPEECH TO COLLECT BIBLE VERSESON HOMOSEXUALITY?—Last year a
Pentecostal pastor in Sweden was found guilty of offending homosexuals in a sermon and sentenced to one
month in prison under atrial test of alaw against alaw against incitement (9/04 Chr. Today). He had described
homosexuality as “abnormal,” and called homosexuals “ perverts.” The prosecutor played an excerpt from the
sermon, called it an attack, and said: “ Collecting Bible [verses] on this topic as he does makes this hate speech.”

CHRISTIAN COALITION, CASINOS, CATHOL ICISM—Ralph Reed, former head of the Christian
Codlition (similar in many waysto Mora Mgjority), admits to accepting $1.23 million in consulting feestied to
Indian-run gambling casinos (9/9 Ala. Baptist), but he says he never advocated in favor of gambling.

Meanwhile, Alabama Christian Coalition head, John Giles, has found his home in the Roman Catholic church.
Dave Hunt comments on this: “ The Catholic Church teaches that a person much be baptized and become good
enough to enter heaven....But the Bible declares that no one can ever be good enough to merit heaven. Salvation
isagift of God....”

McCARTNEY MOVESFROM PK TO MESSIANICS—Promise Keepers founder Bill McCartney isjoining
anew effort to reach out to Messianic Jews aimed at linking evangelical Christians with Jews who believe Jesus
isthe Messiah (9/13 C. News). A December 3 “gathering” is planned.

MUSLIM TERRORISM & AIDS—"Infidels’ have “hijacked” the supposedly “peaceful” religion of Islam.
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Hurricanes and terrorism have taken aterrible recent toll. Yet: “HIV/AIDS globally is aready the worst disaster
in recorded human history.” (Record) In Africa, some 28 million have the AIDS virus. (7/24 World) Despite the
U.S. record $15 hillion initiative (more than all other countries combined!) to fight the global spread of HIV, we
are disdainfully pilloried by AIDS activists.

PARLIAMENT OF THE WORLD'S RELIGIONS—This important meeting in Barcelona, Spain, July 7-13,
of the Fourth Parliament of the World's Religions was covered by ACCC Exec. Sec'y Dr. Ralph Colas. His 6-
page informative report is now available. Keynote speakers included: Swiss theologian Hans Kung, Deepak
Chopra, and Dr. Jane Goodhall. More than 1,000 speakers led some 430 panel s’'workshops, plus large plenary
sessions. A Catholic archbishop spoke. The Chinese government may have hindered the Dalai Lama from
attending. Syncretism was very evident and those who disagreed were identified as a hindrance to world peace.
At least 143,000 attended some part of the Parliament activities. Pluralism (all religions are the same) was
emphasized. “Peace” was an oft-heard buzz word. Pagan religions (honoring the earth) were represented. An
anti-American sentiment is evident and prevalent in countries like Spain. Dr. Colas spends alot of time, effort,
and travel costs in covering these meetings (with a press badge) NOTE: If these reports are a help to you, an
offering to help with these costs would be appreciated. Send to: ACCC, P.O. Box 5455, Bethlehem, PA 18015.
Phone: 610/865-3009.

MBI PRESIDENT TO RESIGN—Moody Bible Institute president Dr. Joseph Stowell plansto resign his post
effective Feb. 2005 and pursue a ministry of teaching and preaching (9/16 Ala. Baptist). He had been at MBI
since 1987 and had embraced ecumenism on several occasions. He served as the “Leadership Chair” for the
1996 Luis Palau “Say YES, Chicago” crusade. Stowell and Palau, “the Billy Graham of Latin America,” were
Promise Keepers speakers and sometimes joined with Roman Catholics in ecumenical endeavors, such asthe
Chicago crusade. Moody Monthly is soon to cease publication—it had been on the decline in recent years and
became increasingly new-evangelical. Speakers for the upcoming MBI Founder's Week conference (Jan. 1-Feb.
5) include: Stowell, Ralph Bell, im Cymbala, Howard Hendricks, Tony Evans, Ravi Zacharias, and Joni.

ADRIAN ROGERS TO RETIRE—Former SBC president Dr. Adrian Rogers recently announced his plans to
retire as pastor of Bellevue Baptist Church near Memphis, set for the spring of 2005. He will remainin
Memphis but felt Bellevue needed a younger pastor. He had recent heart surgery but said health was not a factor
in his decision. He will continue his worldwide radio and television ministry known as Love Worth Finding, and
his pastor training institute. Bellevue had 9,000 members when he came there; today it claims 29,000. Note:
Even though Bellevue was my dad's church in later life, and Dr. Rogers was a skilled expositor of the Word, |
still felt it necessary to lovingly warn my dad of Rogers unequal yoke with liberalsin SBC colleges, etc.

WORD FAITH DANGER—Word Faith is the fastest growing movement within the professed Christian
church. Two closely [related] factions are involved. Thefirst isthe Norman Vincent Peale (“positive thinking,”)
Robert Schuller (“possibility thinking”) with their roots in the Hagin, Copeland positive confession. Here you
run across such names as E.W. Kenyon and Wm. Branham (Faith & Freedom). Kenneth Copeland denies Christ
achieved our salvation on the Cross. In his magazine he denies the deity of Christ and says “that every Christian
is guaranteed physical healing and financial prosperity.”

FUNDAMENTALISM ISNOT NEW—It is a mistake often made by educated persons who happen to have
but little knowledge of historical theology to suppose that fundamentalism is a new and strange form of thought.
It is nothing of the kind; it isthe partial and uneducated survival of atheology which was once universally held
by all Christians. How many were there, for instance, in Christian churches in the 18th century who doubted the
inspiration of al Scripture? A few, perhaps, but very few. No, the fundamentalist may be wrong; | think that he
is. But it is we who have departed from the tradition, not he, and | am sorry for the fate of anyone who triesto
argue with afundamentalist on the basis of authority. The Bible and the corpus theologicum of the Church ison
the fundamentalist side. —Kirsop Lake, via Frontline

ISLAM 101: Contrasts Between Islam and Christianity isthetitle of a new glossy finish 8-page pamphlet by
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Dr. Gene Gurganus. He has served 53 years as an evangelist, pastor, and missionary church planter in aMuslim
country. We reviewed his book Peril of Isamin the July CC. This much-needed pamphlet deserves widespread
distribution and is available from: Truth Publishers, P.O. Box 1525, Taylors, SC 29687, or visit Web site at:
www.perilofislam.com 10 copies $3, 100 for $12, postpaid.

NEW EVANGELICALISM—[Thisisone of 22 Termsto Know in the 218t Century, by Matt Costella, FEA,
Box 6278, Los Osos, CA 93412] “A theological position that attempts to bridge the gap between Biblical
fundamentalism (or traditional evangelicalism) and religious liberalism and neo-orthodoxy in an effort to gain
intellectual and cultural respectability. Harold Ockenga, who coined the term 'New Evangelicalism’ in 1948,

said this new movement emphasizes infiltration rather than separation from error, the advancement of the socia
gospel and awillingness to re-examine certain Biblical teachings embraced by fundamentalists (such as, the
nature of Scripture, the origin of man, the universality of the flood, etc.). The March 1956 issue of Christian Life
elaborated upon the tenets of New Evangelicalism in the article 'Is Evangelical Theology Changing.' The article
noted the characteristics of the New Evangelicalism: 1) A friendly attitude toward science, 2) awillingnessto re-
examine beliefs concerning the work of the Holy Spirit, 3) a more tolerant attitude toward varying views on
eschatology, 4) a shift away from so-called extreme dispensationalism, 5) an increased emphasis on scholarship,
6) amore definite recognition of social responsibility, 7) are-opening of the subject of Biblical inspiration and
8) agrowing willingness of evangelical theologians to converse with liberal theologians. Today, New
Evangelicalism is often manifested as a mood or attitude of disdain toward Biblical fundamentalism aswell asa
ministerial philosophy which encourages ecumenical cooperation and emphasizes 'love' at the expense of sound
doctrine.”

CLINTON AT NOTORIOUSLIBERAL CHURCH—OnN the very eve of the Republican National
Convention, former Pres. Bill Clinton took the pulpit of one of NY's most famous churches—Riverside Church.
He delivered a message to mobilize religious liberals. The church, founded in 1927, was built by John D.
Rockefeller Jr. Its founding pastor was the notorious Harry Emerson Fosdick. Fosdick, a Baptist, had formerly
served as preaching minister at New Y ork's First Presby. Church but was forced out after controversy arose
when he denied Christian doctrines from the pulpit. Fosdick and Rockefeller founded Riverside as a bastion of
progressive thought, mixed with theological and political liberalism (A. Mohler, 9-14-04 BP). [Note: We visited
the Riverside complex in 1988—Union Seminary, NCC, Riverside, etc. There was ample evidence to support
Dr. G.A. Weniger's charge that Riverside was “the No. 1 pulpit of modernism.” Speakers: Ortega, Tutu, Ting,

eg.]
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PK PLANSTO IMPACT SOCIETY, TIESWITH MESSIANIC JEWS—Promise Keepers leaders are
planning a new strengthening of ties between evangelicals and Messianic Jews. Messianic Jews believe Jesusis
the Messiah but consider themselves Jewish and observe Jewish rituals. Jewish religious leaders, however,

consider them Christian and are offended by their efforts to evangelize Jews (8/14 H. Times). PK, known for its
arena and stadium events, recently began taking stands on social issues (8/16 Agape Press) saying it is changing
from amovement to amission.

NO LIGHT FROM MOON—Sun Myung Moon's Family Federation for World Peace and Unification,
formerly known as the Unification Church, has started a series of seminars on the Divine Principle to recruit
12,000 Christian ministers to “take down their Crosses’” and follow Moon's teachings (8/9 C.News). He claims
to be the new Messiah and have direct revelation from God. He makes the blasphemous claim that Jesus failed
His mission. Y et, some big name evangelicals (e.g., Jerry Falwell) have spoken at his functions.

CHILDREN'SBOOKS GLORIFY THE OCCUL T—Books, movies, music, and video games increasingly
are making the occult seem acceptable. Since Harry Potter became a publishing sensation [J.K. Rowling's books
have sold over 250 million copies!], the children's book market has been swamped with fantasy books that
glorify paganism and the occult. So writes a charismatic Anglican priest in his new popular book

Shadowmancer reviewed in the 8/04 Charisma.

U.S. AIDSFUNDING PROBLEM S—The U.S. has committed $15 billion over five yearsto help AIDS
victims, but has so far drawn disdain for our abstinence-friendly AIDS policies. (7/31 World). Some wonder
why communist Vietnam, with state-funded abortions and a non-epidemic, was the choice to receive U. S. AIDS
money.

SIX MARKS OF FALSE PROPHETS: 1) Through signs and wonders they |lead astray after false gods (Dt.
13:1-4); 2) their prophecies don't come to pass; (Dt. 18:20-22); 3) they contradict God's Word (Isa. 8:20); 4)
they bear bad fruit (Matt. 7:18-20); 5) all men speak well of them (Lk. 6:26); 6) they deny that Jesus, the one
and only Christ, has come once and for all in the flesh (1 Jn. 4:3). Any one of these marksis sufficient
identification to indicate a false prophet. (Dave Hunt)
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NEA'SLEFTIST AGENDA FOR OUR CHILDREN—The National Education Association is a powerful
labor union whose goal is to nationalize our education system with the NEA in control. It was founded in 1857
but in 1917 was taken over by socialist progressive educators and became a powerful subversive labor union in
the 1960s. (8/23 New Amer.) In the process, with the NEA in control, a“dumbing down” and moral corruption
of our children has occurred in preparation for acceptance of a socialistic new world order. The NEA isactivein
destroying our traditional morality (homosexuality?) and supports “family planning” (abortion?).

WARREN COURT'SACTIVIST LEGACY—Since the late 1950s, the Warren Court “dictatorship of nine
judges’ de-Christianized our public schools: Prayer and Bible readings were abolished and aradically secularist
relentless war to remove al expressions and symbols of Christianity from our public square was launched. A
few more examples of judicial activism (“legislating from the bench”): Judges have declared pornography, nude
dancing in beer halls, and burning the American flag to be constitutionally-protected speech; created new rights
for criminals; declared abortion a constitutional right of all women, declared homosexuality a protected right;
and outlawed the death penalty for a generation. [CVN]

“To Know God Truthfully, To understand the Scripture comprehensively, and to liveliferightly isthe
greatest conceivable human blessing.” (Frontline)

SBC: “UNITED IN ERROR”—"Better to be divided by truth than united in error.” Newly-elected Southern
Baptist President Bobby Welch is very intent on bringing unity to his fractured denomination and plansto use a
bus tour to bring everyone to “the Baptist table.” He hopes thiswill be a*“ sterling opportunity for everybody” to
come to the Baptist table, “including moderates and liberals” who have withdrawn much of their support for the
convention in the last 20 years (8/14 H. Times). He hopes to convince all groups to set aside their differencesto
create “a spiritual synergy” through evangelism. But a unity based on unscriptural alliances does harm to the
doctrine of separation. A unity not based on truth (Bible doctrine) is an unscriptural one.

RADICAL METHODIST BISHOP SPRAGUE—UMC Bishop Joe Sprague denies the eternal deity, virgin
birth, and bodily resurrection of Christ. Set to retire in August, he believes Muslims, Jews and born-again
Christians all worship the same God. He was arrested several times for his pro-homosexual and anti-war
activism, e.g., protesting the war in Iraq (7/23 Agape Press). His replacement is Bishop Hee Soo Jung who is
more theologically moderate than Sprague, but “quite liberal.” Jung is said to be deeply committed to social
activism.

ECUMENICAL MOVEMENT—[Thisisone of 22 Terms to Know in the 21t Century, by Matt Costella,
FEA, Box 6278, Los Osos, CA 93412.] “A movement of men, churches, parachurch organizations and church
councilsthat strives to unite all churches that claim to be 'Christians,’ whether Protestant, Catholic, Orthodox,
Pentecostal or Evangelical. While the ecumenical movement originally sought to unite only professing Christian
churches, today a strong emphasisis placed upon the unification of al religions—Christian and non-Christian.
Initially, the ecumenical movement intended to forge a visible organizational or institutional unity of al
churches. However, the emphasis of the ecumenical movement is now upon a'unity by consensus or ‘unity in
diversity' model, that is, a unity in which those of all religious persuasions are now urged to retain their own
religious or denominational identities while uniting around a common cause or belief. Inthe U.S., key
proponents of the ecumenical movement include the World Council of Churches, the National Council of
Churches, the Charismatic Movement and evangelical movements such as the Promise K eepers movement,
Evangelicals and Catholics Together and any other individuals, churches or parachurch organizations that seek
to minimize Biblical doctrine (truth) in an effort to find common cause with those who preach afalse gospel.”

SINCE YOU ASKED—MYy double and blurred vision is as bad as ever. Combining two Parkinson's drugs
gives me more strength (for which | am thankful), but there are side effects and the disease continues to
progress.
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NEW SBC & BWA LEADERS—David Coffey, general secretary of the Baptist Union of Great Britain, has
been nominated as president of the liberal Baptist World Alliance to succeed South Korean pastor Billy Kim.
BWA Gen. Secretary Denton Lotz received a doctor of divinity degree from the Moscow Theological Seminary.
CBFersLolley and Leonard were to lead a Baptist tour of historic Baptist sites last month which included a stop
at the BWA congress in England where “ participants experienced the opening ceremony,” heard Rick Warren,
and were students in immy Carter's Sunday School class.

MORE THAN THESE is anew 270-page book by Pastor Ralph Ovadal detailing how Roman Catholic
influence and doctrine have permeated the pro-life movement, including street-level ministries, Christian radio
and pregnancy center networks. It documents stories of Protestants converting to the RCC due to Christians
being involved in pro-life ministry with Catholics. Many evangelicals today accept Roman Catholics as
“brothers and sistersin Christ.” Pastor Ovadal believes the pro-life movement has been akey factor in
desensitizing Christians to the dangers and sin of accepting the Roman church as Christian and thus helping to
advance its ecumenical strategy. This book is available from WCU, POB 771, Monroe, WI 53566, Ph. (608)328-
4841.

T.D. JAKES NEW PASSION FILM—Will the theater soon replace the church? Bishop T.D. Jakes,
frequently mentioned to replace Billy Graham as America's preacher, has a new film that includes intense scenes
of child rape, drug use, domestic violence and murder. He went to Cleveland recently for a private (to about 60
men) screen showing of “Woman, Thou Art Loosed.” He is hoping pastors will rent out theaters for a gritty,
modern screen adaptation of Jesus overcoming suffering (8/15 Huntsville Times). Like Gibson, Jakes is hoping
for an R rating as a way to reach contemporary audiences.

DR. COLAS SPECIAL REPORT ON NAE—ACCC Executive Secretary Dr. Ralph Colas attended, with
press credentials, the 61t Annual Convention of the National Association of Evangelicals at New Life Church
in Colorado Springs. Ted Haggard, NAE president, is pastor of this charismatic mega-church. Notorious liberal
Robert Schuller was a main speaker at this NAE convention. He received a standing ovation before and after his
self-esteem message. The NAE reached a new low by inviting Schuller to speak. Get a copy of Dr. Colas' six-
page special report of the NAE convention from: ACCC, 610/865-3009, offering appreciated.

ACCC MEETING—The 63"d Annual Convention of the American Council of Christian Churches is scheduled
for Oct. 26-28 at Faith Baptist Church, Orono, ME. Host pastor is Rev. Dave Natale. Phone 207/866.5749. For
motel (Bangor, ME): 207/942.7899. (Comfort Inn).
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EVOLUTION ISA MYTH—Sir Arthur Keith, aleading evolutionist of the twentieth century, candidly
admitted: “Evolution is unproved and unprovable. We [evolutionists] believe it because the only alternative is
special creation, and that is unthinkable.” Yes, onceit is admitted that thereis a God to whom an accounting

must some day be given, belief in special creation must be avoided at all costs.

KENT HOVIND PARK RAIDED BY IRS—IRS agents raided the Pensacola homes and businesses of Kent
Hovind, “Dr. Dino,” who runs a creationist theme park and museum saying he owes taxes on proceeds of over
$1 million. He travels around the world, on the Internet, in videos and in literature, arguing against evolution
and for abiblical view of creation (5/6 AB). He denied any wrongdoing, and no charges have been filed against
him. He suspects he is being targeted because of his religious beliefs. Per the Fundamentalist Digest: “For
years, Hovind has fallaciously claimed that federal income taxes are 'voluntary' for all Americans, and that
regar dless of income status, individuals are not required to pay federal income taxes or file yearly reports....”

PRIESTS ACCUSED OF ABUSE WERE M OV ED—Between 100 and 200 Roman Catholic priests from
around the world were moved from country to country after they were accused of sex offenses against minors,
according to an 18-month investigation by the Dallas Morning News (6/19 HT).

'SAVED' USES SACRELIGIOUSSATIRE TO TEACH TOLERANCE—"Saved” is anew teen comedy
film that viciously mocks Christians. A Christian film reviewer calsit a“breeding ground for anti-Christian
bigotry.” The film's heroine is Mary, who sees it as her mission to sleep with Dean, a homosexual, to “ cure”
him. So she is said to sacrifice her virginity to conquer his homosexuality. One scene has Mary testing God by
staring up at a cross and cursing (6/12 Houston Chronicle). Characterslie, steal, smoke, throw Bibles and curse
God. Other such offensive films are coming.

MARIJUANA: AMERICA'SLARGEST CASH CROP?—The social norm creeping into society today is
that pot is harmless. Although acohol remains the primary drug of choice among teens, marijuanais firmly No.
2. Marijuanais more than twice as potent as the marijuana of the 1970s (5/04 Charisma). And because of the
increased potency, today's drug remains in a person's system about seven days, not aday or two like the weed of
30 or so years ago. Marijuana has long been known as a “gateway drug.” It is adangerous and easily accessible
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addictive drug. Be warned, be wise, beware!

TEN REASONSWHY | CANNOT PARTICIPATE IN THE MODERN CHARISMATIC
MOVEMENT—(By George Zéeller, Middletown Bible Church, Ct., Foundation)— 1) The Charismatic
Movement teaches that not every believer has received the Holy Spirit. 2) The Charismatic Movement teaches
that tongues is the evidence of having received the Spirit. 3) The Charismatic Movement teaches that tonguesis
the evidence of being filled with the Spirit. 4) The Charismatic Movement teaches that Spirit baptism is an
experience subsequent (following in time) to salvation and not enjoyed by all believers. 5) Some within the
Charismatic Movement believe that it is necessary to tarry for the Holy Spirit. 6) Within the Charismatic
Movement there is often an overemphasis upon the person or the Holy Spirit to the neglect of Christ. 7) The
Charismatic Movement includes those who teach that it is God's will for every sick person to be healed. 8) The
Charismatic Movement teaches that the Bible is not sufficient! (We need something else—visions, prophecies,
added revelations, etc.!) 9) The Charismatic Movement believes that ecumenism is pleasing to God. 10) The
Charismatic Movement makes experience the real basis of Christian unity rather than doctrine. [Bro. Zeller has
a 37-page study titled, The Charismatic Movement—35 Doctrinal Issues, available, postage paid, for $3.00 from
him at 349 East Street Middletown, CT 06457. The Web site address is: www.middletownbiblechurch.org]

FALWELL WORSHIP LEADER LEARNSAT LASVEGAS—Rev. Ray Rodgers Jr. (Lynchburg, June 27)
sent us acopy of hisletter to The Forum about Charles Billingsley (Thomas Road Baptist Church's music
“worship leader”) going to Las Vegas to learn from “a quintessential showman (Wayne Newton) how to make
an audience—or congregation—come alive.” The Wayne Newton Theater at the Stardust Hotel is one of the
classrooms where singer Billingsley has sat trying to learn from Newton. He says, “| sit there with a note pad,
noting how many songs he sings, where he takes a break, how long he talks in between....” The article said
Billingsley “lovesit when the crowd is rocking.” This should further confirm where contemporary music is
heading—Iulled and led by the world instead of vice versa.

LEGAL BATTLE OVER MARRIAGE—Christian conservatives want to ban civil unions and homosexual
marriages, but their leaders (Don Wildmon, Mike Farris, e.g.) seem split on how to do it. Farris says: “As much
as | want to stop same-sex marriage, | actually believe we would be in worse shape if the currently proposed
Musgrave Federal Marriage Amendment were ratified.” The Musgrave FMA bans same-sex marriage but allows
state legislatures to create civil unionsif they choose (5/22 World). Activist judges and liberal politicians seek to
rewrite and redefine the laws. Y et no society in human history has ever defined marriage as anything other than
between men and women. Marriage (Divine Institution No. 2) benefits the family (especially children) and
society.

NOW IT'S'SAME-SEX DIVORCE'—They had been together for ten years, but it took only five days for one
lesbian couple to decide "marriage” wasn't going to work for them. The two Toronto women were among the
first homosexual couplesto legally marry in Canada—but now they want a divorce, which is proving to be a bit
of aproblem. According to the New York Times, they cannot be divorced until Canada's Divorce Act is amended
to reflect the "new redlity of gay marriage." An attorney for one of the women says the matter of same-sex
divorceis "totally atechnicality" in Canada's law on same-sex marriage. And an attorney with a Canadian pro-
homosexual group describes the issue as more of a “housekeeping matter.” The women's case is scheduled to be
heard in September. (7/22 Agape Press)

PARLIAMENT OF WORLD'SRELIGIONS MET IN SPAIN—Unlike previous Parliaments (Chicago-'93
and Cape Town-'99) that focused on creating consensus documents, this meeting was not about the unity of
world religions. The Dalai Lama was scheduled to speak at the opening session, but canceled due to illness.
Deepak Chopra and three large pagan groups (EarthSpirit, Covenant of the Goddess, and Circle Sanctuary) were
among the 125 co-sponsoring groups. Dr. Ralph Colas attended this meeting with press credentials and his
report will be forthcoming.

IBFNA NEW OFFICERS—We were unable to attend the FBFI and the IBFNA meetings in June. Dr. John
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Vaughn months ago succeeded Dr. Rod Bell at the helm of the FBF, and Dr. Richard Harrisis the new
Moderator of the IBFNA. Gary Fredl is Secretary, Tom Hamilton is Treasurer, and Dr. Chick Dear is editor of
the IBFNA Review. These are good men and we hope to have further information about the conferences in the
September CC.

LABYRINTH: 'PRAYER PATH'—Since ancient times, the labyrinth has been associated with the legend of
the evil Minotaur, the half-man, half-bull monster who dwelt in a deep, dark labyrinth on theisland of Crete.
The 7/10 Huntsville Times had a series of articles on this trendy wave (New Age?) of aternative worship. Itis
said to be another way to meet God, and that its healing touch can “go beyond” (surpass?) the Christian
experience. The local Weatherly Heights Baptist Church recently built a permanent labyrinth of stepping stones
on its grounds.

GARBC BRIEFS—A pastor who attended most of this year's conference said most of the preaching was fine
but he was disappointed with the “ crossed over contemporary” music and the “worship.” He said the
“partnering” relationship was ended by avote of 4 to 1.

DR. RICE'SDAUGHTER SPEAKS AT SBC CHURCH—Southern Baptist pastor Dr. Jerry Falwell wrotein
his 7/04 National Liberty Journal: “Dr. [John R.] Rice's daughter, Joy Rice Martin, and her staff conducted a
very successful Joyful Woman's Conference here at Thomas Road Baptist Church...” O Timothy had arecent
articletitled, “John R. Rice's Daughters Speak at SBC Seminary.” We quote: “ Two daughters of the late
fundamental Baptist Evangelist John R. Rice spoke at a Southern Baptist seminary on Jan. 31, 2002, and the
appearance was billed along the lines of reconciliation between independent Baptists and Southern Baptists.
Paige Patterson, president of Southeastern, said, “we made history today....” Joy Rice Martin and Elizabeth
Rice Hanford spoke at a chapel service at Southeastern. Martin said, “We're so glad we can stand together in the
family of God. My dad would be pleased to see what God has done in this denomination.” But the question
keeps arising: “What position would Dr. Rice take regarding fellowshipping with So. Baptists who are yoked
with unbelievers?’ He has given mixed signals on this. Hence a case can be made for both positions, so we give
him the benefit of the doubt. More importantly for us God's Word has spoken (2Cor. 6:14-17, 2Thes. 3.6, 14-15,
etc.)

DIVISIVE DEBATE DEEPENS AMONG DENOM S—In 2003 the Presbyterian Church (USA) had its
highest percentage loss. Leaders say they are losing people to the secular world (8/04 AB). Deep rifts have
worsened among Episcopalians and United M ethodists over the past year. Liberal theology is aroot problem.
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PERSECUTION IN INDIA—Though Bible sales have doubled in Indiain the last five years, persecution has
risen alarmingly. Open-air evangelism and literature distribution have largely ceased, especially in the north
(5/04 Chr. Today). “Freedom of religion” bills of four states outlaw or strictly regulate Christian conversions.

Until repealed in May, conversion made you atraitor to your family and community. Harassment of evangelists
and pastors is common. Persecution and outright violence breaks out frequently.

SBC SEVERSTIESWITH BWA, CONCERNS REM AIN—Southern Baptist Convention messengers at its
annual meeting voted overwhelmingly June 15 to withdraw from the Baptist World Alliance. Study committee
member and Southwestern Seminary president Paige Patterson said “We have noted, with sorrow, a continual
leftward drift in the BWA.” The committee also cited BWA's “increasingly anti-American stances, tolerance of
liberal theology and disregard for its own procedures in accepting the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship as a
member in 2003.” Patterson said the SBC can no longer afford, in a day when gay marriageison, to bein an
alliance of any kind with denominations which support it in any form or fashion. He said: “Nor isit possible for
us to be any longer in affiliation with some BWA denominations that do not believe in inerrancy and infallibility
of Scripture and regularly question it.” The committee recommendation called for the SBC to “withdraw its
membership up from the BWA, effective Oct. 1, 2004....and to continue studying how the SBC may establish
an even closer bond of fellowship with conservative evangelical Christians around the world.” Bible-believing
fundamentalists likewise desire unity and fellowship with conservative Southern Baptists but not at the expense
of disobedience to Bible commands—SBC schools/colleges are rife with liberals! (See how to obtain Dr.
George Houghton's SBC articlesin the May 2004 CC.)

HOMOSEXUAL FACTS (9/03 TBC Extra)—In 1988, 74.9% of Americans thought sex between two members
of the same sex was wrong. In 1998, only 54.6% felt that it was wrong. The Cathedral of Hope in Dallas claims
to be the world's largest homosexual church, with 3,000 members. The Harvey Milk High School will open this
fall in New Y ork as the first homosexual public school. The Median Age of Death for a Gay Maleis 42; Gay
Male with AIDS 39; Heterosexual Maleis 75; Gay Female is 45; Heterosexual Femaleis 79. (See these verses.
Lev. 18:22, 20:13, Dt. 23:17, 1Ki. 14:24, Mt. 15:19, Rom. 1:18-32, Gal. 5:1-21, 1 Tim. 1:9-10.)
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THEATER CHURCHES—Too0 often today the Lord's House is turned into a concert hall and the service of
song made a device for filling pews. The minister comes to his duties in the pulpit after the world and the flesh
and the Devil in asideshow have set things moving to their liking. Small wonder that preaching in such
circumstances saves few souls. It is like expecting harvest with the enemy invited to go before the reaper sowing
tares, and to follow him snatching away the seed. A pastor from yesteryear put it thisway: “To make the song
and service of God's house showy and entertaining was an abomination in God's sight.” [An adapted excerpt
from the Feb. 2004 Evangelical Methodist]

PERILS OF ISLAM: Telling the Truth isabook by Gene Gurganus who worked with Muslims for 17 years. It
answers questions as: Why do Muslims hate the U.S.? What is their ultimate aim? Who are the good and who
are the bad Muslims? Is Islam a threat to our freedom and faith? Why are we a main target? Can they be won to
Christ? Will 1slam succeed in Islamizing America? Brother Gurganus book is available from Truth Publishers,
P.O. Box 1525, Taylors, SC 29687.

ARE YOU A '"WATCHDOG'?—The Bible commands each believer to “watch thou in all things.” This results
in discerning the error and compromise that are flooding the world today, and warning unsuspecting believers of
the unscriptural doctrines that are flourishing today. “ A dog barks when his master is attacked. | would be a
coward if | saw God's truth attacked, and yet remained silent without giving a sound.” (3/15/93 CC) A watchful,
discerning servant of Christ will be one who warns—always! A faithful testimony will be marked by
watchfulness and warnings, and will be a ministry that practices Biblical separation from error and from those
who embrace it. We must be alert “watchdogs’ (not as those blind, sleeping, ignorant, dumb dogs of Isaiah’s day
that could not bark). We must expose error and lovingly warn those who are deceived by it. (1/1/01 CC)

JOEL OSTEEN EXPECTS 100,000—Joel Osteen pastors Lakewood Church, the biggest megachurch
(charismatic) in Houston, succeeding his Southern Baptist father in 1999. The church has grown from 8,000 to
30,000 since 1999. His wife grew up in the Church of Christ (6/04 Charisma). Joel says, “Make church
relevant.” “ Give them something to take away. | find today people are not looking for theology, [though] there's
aplacefor it.” The growth is said to be part of adivine process in which the mix of racesisvital. It'sthe “cross-
cultural” (diversity) approach to how church is done there—the effort to “overcome cultural and denominational
barriers.”

WCC LEADER TO DEEPEN CATHOLIC RELATIONS—Sam Tobias, genera secretary of the World
Council of Churches, said ecumenical unity is growing even as the form and structure of ecumenism is changing
(Foundation). Regarding the future RCC/WCC relationship he said, “Membership is not what is most critical
here, but rather the deepening of our collaboration.” He added, “A renewed commitment must be given to the
visible unity of the churches.” The RCC is currently not an official member of the WCC but WCC leaders are
considering ways the WCC structure could change to accommodate Catholics, Evangelicals and Pentecostals
without bringing them under the official WCC umbrella. Last year a WCC leader said the co-existence of
religionsis becoming shaky, and said fundamentalism is “the greatest enemy of religion and the most dangerous
force of our time.” (10/03 CC)

CHRIST'S ONE SACRIFICE—We quote from an article by Dave Hunt, June, The Berean Call: “....If Christ,
as Peter says, is gone into heaven, 'where Stephen saw Him when He was stoned to death (Acts 7:55,56), how
can He continue to be offered (immolated) on Roman Catholic altars? What of Catholics who really love Christ,
believe that He died for their sins, but have believed Catholic doctrine that the wafer becomes the body and
blood of Christ and that He continues to be offered? Could they be saved in spite of such ignorance or
misunderstanding? What are the limits of the error that can be held within the gospel, and does it matter? Would
it matter if they believe that Christ died for our sins yet participate in the 'sacrifice of the Mass,' imagining that
Christ is still being offered for our sins and that they are ingesting Him into their stomachs when they take that
wafer and cup? Y es, Scripture says Christ 'suffered once' for our sins—but is it so serious an error to believe that
He continues to be offered? Yes, itis!...” [Heb. 9:26,28, 10:12,14,18]
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FOURSQUARE & MCPHERSON—The International Church of the Foursguare Gospel was founded in 1923
by flamboyant Pentecostalist preacher Aimee Semple McPherson. Jack Hayford's Church on the Way isthe
largest Foursquare church. Pat Boone has served as elder. Foursguare was one of the first to fully embrace the
charismatic movement. Foursguare teaches healing, tongues-speaking, prophecy (3/15/93 CC). “Foursguare”
referred to McPherson's understanding of Christ's role as savior, baptizer, healer, and coming king. Scandal
repeatedly touched her personal life. Thrice-married she may have participated in a staged kidnapping of herself
in 1926. Foursquare delegates in June elected Hayford as new president (6/14 C.News). He has spoken at
Lausanne 11, a Robert Schuller conference, and other ecumenical events.

ASHBROOK'S NEW NEUTRAL I SM—Pastor Dan Greenfield (3/04 OBF Visitor) listed three examples for
fundamentalists: Robert Kecham, Richard Clearwaters, and William Ashbrook. He said: “It ismy firm
conviction that every young man preparing for the gospel ministry today needs to read William Ashbrook's The
New Neutralism. Isit dated? Perhaps. But the book will provide the student with a scriptural and historical
analysis of the new evangelicalism. Today's evangelicalism is built upon that foundation, and Christians need to
see that alack of militancy, doctrinal compromise, and failuresin ecclesiastical separation never bring God's
blessing.... Each of these fundamentalists [named above] separated from and exposed apostasy and those who
compromised with it, faithfully preached the gospel, and considered new evangelicalism to be the greatest
menace to Christianity.”

'"HATE CRIMES BILL—A dangerous "hate crime" amendment is being inserted as an amendment to the
Department of Defense Appropriations Act 2004 (S.1382). This bill would censor any discussion or debate
about same-sex marriage or special rights, even teaching children the homosexual lifestyle—and would even
designate comments supporting traditional values AND even parts of the Bible as "hate speech”--a crime
punishable by fines and even jail! Canada and Sweden already have such hate crime laws on the books and the
results are disastrous! A Swedish pastor was arrested at his church because he read Bible verses that referenced
homosexuality.
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WHAT'SWRONG WITH CONTEMPORARY CHRISTIAN ROCK MUSIC?—This question was posed
to us by someone who “happened to stumble across’ an article | had written on the subject. He said “It seems as
if you are very narrow minded. | bet your church probably has no instruments [He's wrong; and his letter is full

of grammatical errors and boasting.] He said, “ Y ou see, | attend World Harvest Church in Columbus, Ohio. We
sing ANY song that glorifies our Lord and Savior. | don't listen to ANY secular music, but | love to listen to
Christian rock... It magnifies the man that died on a cross for me. Its churches like yours; with such religious
traditions, which cause people to run away from God.” We have warned of the danger of CCM/Rock—how it's
even worse than secular rock. The writer is from a charismatic church (Rod Parsley, pastor) and does not lack
for audacity. He says: “God doesn't live in your little box you try to keep him in. See, you live in the back
woods of Alabama [Huntsville, Space City, USA!], | am from...Detroit....”

MASSIVE AID BUT NORTH KOREA STILL STARVES—The U.S. isthe largest donor of food to North
Korea (1/15/01 CC). Southern Baptist religious liberty specialist Richard Land recently called for "a complete
cessation of all aid to North Korea by the U.S. until the fair distribution of that aid can be monitored and
assured.” He said: "Kim Jong I, free your people, feed your people, care for your people, and the world will
rush to your aid. Until then, we cannot, we must not, we will not enrich you further while your people starve and
suffer.” (4/29 Baptist Press) The world's suffering and poverty today are typical results of atheistic communism.

'TEACH CHILDREN ATHEISM, LET THEM DECIDE'—The Institute for Public Policy Research
recommends that atheism be added to British school curricula and explicitly taught. A similar change has
already been made in Scotland. The report says (3/04 Faith and Freedom): “ Children should be taught atheism
and then allowed to make up their minds on the validity of religion or atheism on the basis of which is best
supported by the evidence.” Britain is now a secular society (Rom. 1:28) with “only 7% of the population
attending a place of worship each week.” Evolution and humanism are already standard fare in most U.S.
textbooks.

ANGLICAN ARCHBISHOPSWON'T ACCEPT FUNDING FROM 'APOSTATES —Anglican
archbl shopsin Africa have delivered a stinging rebuke to the Epi scopal Church (ECUSA) The Council of
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(5/1 World) and to refuse cooperation with any missionary who supports ordaining gay priests. The consecration
(by ECUSA) of Gene Robinson (an open homosexual living with his partner) last year set off a global fracas
that may split the ECUSA and worldwide Anglicans. The CAPA leader said “we will not on the altar of money”
mortgage our conscience, our faith, our salvation.

HOMOSEXUAL MASTER PLAN TO DESTROY FAMILY—Homosexual activists goals for the
destruction of the family include: universal acceptance of the gay lifestyle, destruction of Scriptures that
condemn homosexuality, muzzling of clergy and Christian media, specia privilegesin the law, overturning laws
prohibiting pedophilia, indoctrinating children through public education, etc. (Dr. James Dobson newsl etter,
4/04). Some danger points: 1.With the legalization of homosexual marriage, all public schools will be required
to teach that this perversion is the moral equivalent of traditional marriage 2. Foster-care parents will be
required to undergo “ sensitivity training” to rid themselves of bias and must affirm homosexuality in youth 3.
The impact of homosexual marriage will spread through the world and lead to polygamy 4. It will create
millions of motherless and fatherless children. So far, only Belgium, the Netherlands, and Canada [and Mass.]
have authorized homosexua marriage.

ABORTION NOTE—The Center for Disease Control reports that the teenage birthrate has declined by 30
percent in the last decade, while our abortion rate declined by ailmost half (4/0 CT).

DISNEY WORLD TO CELEBRATE 'GAY' FATHERS DAY —Disney World, which has hosted an annual
“Gay Day” celebration each June for several years, attracting over 100,000 homosexua men and women, is now
going to celebrate Father's Day as a second homosexual event, June 17-20 (5/04 BB). It is specialy designed for
lesbian, homosexual, bisexual, transgender parents and their families.

SBC TO NO LONGER ENDORSE FEMAL E CHAPL AINS?—The Southern Baptist Convention currently
has about 196 female chaplains from among about 2,500 endorsed by the mission board. The SBC executive
committee voted to part from the Baptist World Alliance, saying it has become too liberal, and advocates
“aberrant and dangerous theologies.” Thiswill be presented in June at the SBC annual meeting.

'METHODISTS SHOULD SPLIT BUT WON'T'—Over 1,000 delegates met in Pittsburgh April 27-May 7
for the quadrennial General Conference of the United Methodist Church. One issue (homosexuality) dominated
the meeting. It is also dominating other liberal mainline denominations including the Presbyterian Church
(USA) and the Episcopal Church. The UMC Book of Discipline says the practice of homosexuality is
incompatible with Christian teaching, and “ self-avowed, practicing homosexuals shall not be appointed to
serve” in the UMC. There were suggestions of splitting, schism, and alopsided vote for a unity resolution (869-
41) drew the conclusion that “we're not ready to talk about an amicable separation” and, “the church should
split, but won't.”

GAMBLING: NO WINNERS—If you gamble and win, you are taking money that someone else cannot afford
to lose. If you gamble and lose, you are still supporting an industry that is destroying individuals and families.
Gambling is a catalyst for domestic violence, divorce, and bankruptcy. The crime rate in gambling communities
is nearly double the national average. [OBF Visitor, 3865 N.High St., Columbus,OH 43214.

MINISTRY GOESTO EXTREME TO ATTRACT YOUTH—Tulsas Church on the Move, is a charismatic
megachurch, “big on show and short on spirituality,” There is dancing, worship, video games, but no “hokey
singalong” games. The ministry is called” Oneighty” and Blaine Bartel isits national director. He “ makes the
Bible more accessible.” Instead of saying, “ Thou shalt not whatever,” he'll say, “Thisiswhat you shouldn't do.”
This entertainment-based approach draws a crowd but has little effect on long-term spiritual growth.

THE SUBTLE DANGER OF THE ALPHA COURSE—The Alpha Courseisaform of “religious science,”
with millions of followers in thousands of churches—Catholic, Protestant, and evangelical. It was conceived by
Nicky Gumbel of Holy Trinity Brompton Anglican Church in England after Gumbel got the “power” through
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the “Toronto Blessing,” later passed it on to Steve Hill, who started the “revival” at Brownsville Assembly of
God in Pensacola. Alpha has been endorsed by church leaders from Robert Schuller and the Archbishop of
Canterbury to J.I. Packer and Leighton Ford. Alpha presents the gospel at times, but its* conversion” is more to
a Christian lifestyle than to Christ the way, the truth, and the life; and its major aim is impartation of
“supernatural power,” especially healing and speaking in tongues. Participants look forward above al to the big
weekend when thy will receive Holy Spirit empowerment. | remember the “testimony” of a man devoted to
Eastern Mysticism who “got the Holy Spirit” that weekend—but clearly remained unsaved. [May 2004, The
Berean Call].

RICK WARREN: PURPOSE & PRAGMATISM—Rick Warren's Purpose-Driven Church and Purpose-
Driven Life seem fairly innocuous upon cursory examination. His books have been at the top of the nation's best
seller lists for months. Churches across America are jumping onto the 40-day bandwagon, incorporating the
Purpose-Driven model into their church structure. On the surface “purpose” doesn't seem like such abad idea.
God has a“purpose” for every life, great or small. A local church should come to understand God's “ purpose’
for its existence. The common definition of “purpose” once meant intention, aim, resolution or determination.
Thisisn't what it means anymore. “Purpose-Driven” isthe tip of a massive iceberg. The context in which to
properly place the Purpose-Driven format is within a much larger initiative to transform local churches
worldwide. “ Seeker-sensitive” churches, Bill Hybels Willow Creek model, and many others build upon the
basic underlying principles for church restructuring. The Purpose-Driven model originated from some radical
philosophies about the nature of man and society. These are bent upon transforming the workplace, schools,
government, and churchesin our society. This hew postmodern church growth movement, by its gospel of
pragmatism, seeks to justify the use of worldly tools aslong as “spiritual” fruit is being produced. A new 48-
page paper The Pied Pipers of Purpose (by Lynn & Sarah Leslie and Susan Conway—Conscience Press)
examines the influence of business guru Peter Drucker on Rick Warren, and was the basis for this article as well.

FUNDAMENTAL DIFFERENCES—A Christianity Today reader, after praising CT for its candor in
acknowledging that evangelicals distanced themselves from their fundamentalist brethren (see Feb. & April
CTs), then wrote: “Y et wasn't it Ockenga who, in his historically famous speech at Fuller Seminary defined
evangelicalism as 'aringing repudiation of separatism'? Being a fundamentalist myself, I'm confused:
evangelicals separated themselves from the fundamentalists? Because they considered themselves
too...intellectual ...?” Was it because they practiced that nasty doctrine of fundamentalism?

NEW BOOK: From Pathosto Paradise: A Commentary On Revelation, by Dr. Stewart Custer, 392 pages, BJU
Press.

NEW VIDEOQO: Dangers of Contemporary Wor ship Music, by David Cloud, founder/director of Way of Life
Lit., 610368, Port Huron, M1 48061. http://www.wayoflife.org

NOTE: The CC will be on shorter 8 ¥2x11 paper this summer.

Send comments to j huffman2@juno.com
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ILLEGAL IN CANADA TO OPPOSE HOMOSEXUALITY?—Bill C-250, arepressive, anti-free-speech
measure that is on the brink of becoming law in Canada, would add “sexual orientation” to the Canadian hate
propaganda law, thus making public criticism of homosexuality a crime (4/19 USN & WR). It is sometimes

called the “Bible as Hate Literature.” It could ban publicly expressed opposition to gay marriage, etc. The hill
has aloophole for religious opposition to homosexuality, but few scholars think it will offer protection. As our
northern neighbor liberalizes we're usually not far behind.

CHINA'SCRACKDOWN ON CHURCHES—Red Chinas public security bureau has launched a new
crackdown on unregistered churches, arresting several top leaders following the release of anew video and book
that document huge growth among Christians outside the officially permitted church (4/4 Chr. Today). China's
constitution guarantees freedom of religious belief, but requires all religious organizations to register with the
government. It brands those groups that do not register asillegal or cults. In addition, China has the world's
largest bloc of people with no religious affiliation: 625 million individuals.

SAME-SEX MARRIAGE OPENS DOOR FOR POLYGAMY—Pro-family advocates are worried that
legalizing homosexua marriage will lead to other perversions of the family. They feel thereis cause for concern
among defenders of traditional marriage that legalizing same-sex marriages could lead to a push for polygamy.
[Agape Press, 3/17/04]

HAGEE: ALL JEWSTO BE SAVED—In along series of articlesin the April Charisma, John Hagee said his
views on the Jews are based on chapters nine through 11 of Romans. “ Paul says the Jewish people have been
blinded to the identify of Jesus by the hand of God for the benefit of the Gentiles, and they remain blinded to
thisday.” Hagee believes that in the long run “all Israel will be saved.” Charisma said “ Thus, he believes
Christians have no duty to evangelize Jews....” Asto the charismatic movement, he distances himself from
preachers who promote a “ prosperity gospel.” He believesin “the spiritual gifts as taught in Scripture—tongues,
interpretation, prayer languages and the rest.”

'BE RIGHT WING, OR WILL BECOME LEFT WING'—John Leo (4/12 USN&WR) writes. “Many
advocacy groups start out straight, then drift ineluctably left.” He gave several examples, and said “Call this
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'mission creep.' A group starts out with a clear mandate that commands respect across most of the political
spectrum. Gradually it movesto a broader and vaguer agenda, typically headed left.” Leo callsthis“O'Sullivan's
First Law,” after a National Review former editor who stated it this way: “All organizations that are not actually
right wing will over time become left wing.” Let us stand unwaveringly and be on guard against drifting
leftward.

OVER 10,000 MINORS ABUSED BY PRIEST S—Roman Catholic Church leaders said Feb. 27 that 4,392
priests have abused 10,667 minors in the past half-century, with at least $657 million paid in legal settlements
and treatment costs.

CHRISTIAN NIGHTCLUBS ARE POPPING UP—TFaith-based night spots for youth are popping up as safe
hangout spots. Sure, cigarettes and alcohol are banned and these popular entertainment venues are called
“Christian.” But the worldly rock music isjust as addictive and poses great harm.

JUST CALL USTHE YOGA NATION—Yogais now practiced by 7 percent of U.S. adults, or 15 million
people, up 28.5 percent in the last two years alone (H. T. 3/26/04). Many perhaps don't know that it has become
mainstream, nor are aware of its Hindu roots. It is a means of reaching an altered state of consciousness—a
doorway to the occult.

ISABORTION, RELIGIOUSAPATHY, SEXUAL PERVERSION BEGINNING OF END FOR
AMERICA?—Over 2,500 years ago, lonely prophet Habakkuk watched as the nation of Judah spiraled
downward into the depths of spiritual and physical depravity. Heart broken and soul wretched, he mourned and
penned the words of Hab. 1:3-4. On Feb. 12, 2004, during what homosexual activists claimed as “Freedom to
Marry” week, the San Francisco mayor ordered the city clerk to issue marriage licenses to same-sex couples, on
the pretense of “justice” and “equal rights.” Over the next week, over 3,000 homosexual couples received
marriage licenses, and most of these couples were immediately “married” by San Francisco city officials.... In
1994, Jim Nelson Black authored a book When Nations Die. He said in the past 2,000 years every empire—even
those that seemed invincible at the height of their glory—collapsed into ruin. Every one of these empires had
three factors in common before they fell: civil society devalued human life, forsook religious belief, and
celebrated sexual immorality. These three factors took root in the U.S. in the early 1960s. The seeds sown 40
years ago have ripened into bitter fruit.... “The fear of the Lord isto hate evil.” We as a society today do not
hate evil, we embrace it. Thisis seen in the acceptance and celebration of homosexuality, abortion and
pornography—and in the rejection of the knowledge of God. Acceptance of same-sex marriage represents a
paradigm shift in American culture, and may well signal the beginning of the end of western civilization.
Christians are commanded to be salt and light, which meansto preserve virtue and expose sin. Y et we have
failed miserably in thistask.... [Adapted excerpts from Agape Press, April 16, 2004]

MAX LUCADO DROPS'CHURCH OF CHRIST' NAME—Over 50 of his books have sold a combined 33
million copies, but to some in his Church of Christ denomination Max Lucado is an errant theologian whose
positions on baptism and instrumental music are problematic (3/20 H.Times). So last October his Oak Hills
Church of Christ dropped “Church of Christ” from its name — “ an effort to reach people hesitant to attend a
Church of Christ.” Since the name change, average Sunday attendance has jumped to about 4,500, up from
3,300. Lucado isa popular speaker for the charismatic Promise Keepers and told a PK event: “It does not matter
about your denomination—its all about God.”

DIET GURU GWEN SHAMBLIN DEFENDS COUPLE OF MURDER—Gwen Shamblin is creator of
Weigh Down Workshop diet and author of related books. She lost followers and her publisher in 2000 after
publicly rejecting the Trinity (10/15/00 C.News, 4/4 CT). She founded Remnant Fellowship. Based in Nashville,
she now defends a boy's parents who are charged with murdering him last Oct. Parents say he died accidentally
after hitting his head on a banister.

ARE CONSERVATIVE SOUTHERN BAPTISTS FUNDAMENTAL I ST S?—That's the title of an excellent
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timely pamphlet by Dr. George Houghton and available from Faith Baptist Theological Seminary (1900 NW
Fourth St., Ankeny, |A 50021) or from the Web site www.faith.edu. Thisis the best and most vital paper we
have seen on this subject. You will want to order a copy and then make copies for your church members. Two
prominent GARBC schools (Cedarville & Western) have recently entered partnership agreements with Southern
Baptist state conventions. Dr. Houghton has researched his subject very well and provides ample documentation
for his reasoned conclusion.

SOUTHERN BAPTISTSARE NOT FUNDAMENTAL ST S—Dr. George Houghton, based on the
following and other evidence, concludes that conservative Southern Baptists are not Fundamentalists: 1) They
disavow the fundamentalist label. 2) They Disavow Biblical Separation. 3) They are Committed to
“Conventionism.” 4) They Still Tolerate Great Theological Diversity 5) They Endorse Doctrinal Latitude in
Some Areas. 6) They are Sympathetic to Aspects of the New Evangelicalism. Conservative Southern Baptists
are our brothers, but they are not fellow fundamentalists.

SBC GROWTH IN MEMBERSHIP, CHURCHES—The Southern Baptist Convention reports a record
membership of 16.3 million, up .41 percent over 2002, and grew to 43,024 churches, an increase of 249 new
congregations. The number of new churches represent a .58 percent growth (4/12 BP). The number of baptisms
declined, and over 10,000 Southern Baptist churches did not baptize a single person last year.

SBC NAME CHANGE—It iswidely anticipated that the Southern Baptist Convention in June will approve
changing the name of its Annuity Board to Guide-Stone Financial Resources. When that is done, al four major
SBC boards will have new names (3/18 Ala. Baptist). This, along with the recent decision to withdraw from the
BWA, could pave the way for Southern Baptist to become a worldwide denomination. Another delay is that
most of the names found attractive have already been taken by other U.S. Baptists.

THE POISON IN THE PASSI ON isthe title of a 70-page booklet by Dr. Terry Watkinswhich is“A Bible
Believer's analysis of Mel Gibson's movie The Passion of the Christ.” We have read numerous such analyses of
this film, but this is the most thorough. Many prominent Christian leaders have praised this movie as the greatest
evangelical event in modern history! Y ou may order the book from its author: 5990 Willow Ridge Rd., Pinson,
AL 35126, (205) 681-9956.

FBF & IBFNA MEET IN JUNE—The Fundamental Baptist Fellowship, Int'l's annual conference is at Bethel
Baptist Church, Schaumburg, IL, June 15-17. Speakersinclude FBF President John Vaughn, V-P Chuck Phelps,
Bob Jones 11, Tim Jordan, Fred Moritz, Mike Harding, Gordon Dickson, Stephen Jones, and Craig Hartman.
*** The Independent Baptist Fellowship of North America's Annual Conferenceisin Minneapolis
(Bloomington), June 22-24. Speakersinclude Matt Olson, Kevin Bauder, Jeff Bailey, Richard Harris, Willard
Benedict, Gary Freel, Mike McCubbins, and Scott Reeves. Current officers are: Jeff Bailey (Moderator), Tom
Hamilton (Treasurer), Dan Brown (Secretary/Clerk); and Dave Reinhardt is Editor of the IBFNA's paper, The
Review.

MISUSE OF 'LOVE' TO COVER COMPROM I SE—New Evangelicals espouse an unbiblical view of
“love,” divorced from doctrine and truth and from obedience and purity. In the 1950s Fuller Seminary President
E. J. Carnell said, “the mark of atrue disciple islove, not doctrine” (5/1/96 CC). But Jesus and John made
obedience (doctrine) the defining mark of love (John 14:21, | John 5:3). James 3:17 puts purity (holiness) first,
then unity (love). New Evangelicals embrace afalse view of love which allows them to disobey, in the name of
“love,” separation commands and unlovingly excoriate fundamentalists who expose their compromise. Biblical
love operates in the bounds of doctrine and truth. New-evangelical “love” disregards separation commands,
elevates unity above truth, and produces ungodly alliances and a diluted message. Jack Van Impe and othersin
recent years emphasized new-evangelical “love” as their ministries became ever more ecumenical. Y et they
continued “unlovingly” criticizing fundamentalists for exposing their compromise, calling them “unloving,”
“judgmental,” etc. We must “speak the truth in love,” but we must indeed speak the truth, exhort and lovingly
warn those deceived by error.
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METHODISTS DISAGREE OVER LESBIAN PASTOR—The president of awomen's movement in the
United Methodist Church says the acquittal of self-avowed lesbian pastor Karen Dammann could very well split
the denomination. A UMC jury from the largely ultra-liberal Pacific Northwest conference effectively nullified
church law by the acquittal.

RABBI BUILDS BRIDGESBETWEEN EVANGELICALS, JEWS—Orthodox Jewish rabbi Y echiel
Eckstein has lectured in new-evangelical schools and has been praised by Jerry Falwell, Pat Robertson, and Paul
Crouch for hisministry of building bridges between evangelicals and Jews. Eckstein defends the ancient
Pharisees who Jesus said were of their father the devil, but he says Jesus never said those words recorded in
John 8:44. Eckstein in 1994 plainly said: “But I'm not a Christian, I'm aJew...I'm still arabbi...” He frowns on
evangelism of Jews and says Jews can be saved without Christ. He is president of the International Fellowship
of Christians and Jews, and calls himself a bridge-builder. Recently, 2,000 Christians and Jews met to pray for
the peace of Jerusalem at First Baptist Church (SBC), Raytown, the largest Southern Baptist Church in
Missouri. (4/6 BP).

NRB & NAE REPORTS—ACCC Exec. Secretary Dr. Ralph Colas attended the National Religious
Broadcasters and the National Association of Evangelicals conferences with press credentials. (Get reports
from: POB 5455, Bethlehem, PA 18015.) He usually gives us a pre-release copy of his worldwide conference
reports. Liberal Robert Schuller was a main speaker at both the NAE (Charlotte) and the NRB (Nashville).
Chuck Swindoll, Franklin Graham, Adrian Rogers, and John Piper were other main speakers at NRB. Ted
Haggard, a charismatic, is the new head of the NAE. Those who embrace Schuller's self-esteem psychology
(“possibility thinking”) reject the truth that man is not inherently good but, after the Fall, isinherently sinful and
needing redemption.

Send commentsto jhuffman2@juno.com
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GIBSON'SPASSION TOPS THE LISTS—Evangelical enthusiasm for The Passion of the Christ film may
surprise some since it was shaped from start to finish by a devout Roman Catholic and by a rather medieval
Catholic vision. It seems to matter not with many Christiansthat it is a Catholic film and a huge money raiser

for Rome's coffers. Those who buy tickets are giving money to promote a fal se works-righteousness salvation.
From interviews we learn that Gibson calls Mary "Co-redemptrix" and "Mediatrix."” He identifieswith a
Catholic traditionalism that rejects many Vatican |l reforms. Traditionalists believe only Catholicism is the true
path to salvation, though Gibson seems confused on this at times. It's another case where "the Book is better
than the movie."

ROME REJECTSJUSTIFICATION BY FAITH ALONE—"We have the same vocabulary but a different
dictionary" iswhat we used to say to Mormons who used Biblical terms but deceptively ascribed new meanings
to them. Catholics and others today are making great inroads for their false-gospel religions by adopting this
ruse (e.g., Passion movie). Mike Gendron had the following quote, in his Jan-Feb Proclaiming the Gospel, by
John MacArthur: "Catholicism is afalse system. It is not the church of Chrigt, it isthe church of anti-Christ. If
you follow Catholic theology you'll go to hell. | am not saying that to be unkind but to be truthful. Being truthful
isthe only way to be kind. People need to come out of that system. It is a system that exalts Mary and isa
system of paganism mingled with pseudo-Christianity."

TAMMY IN NUDE FILM?—Tammy Faye Bakker Messner, of scandal-ridden PTL notoriety, and porn
legend Ron Jeremy [he has starred in over 1,600 pornographic movies| were to be in an upcoming episode of
"Surreal Life 2" shot at a Palm Springs desert nudist resort (Daily Haggis via Desert Sun). They were to be told
they have to play naked. A bad "sign of our times!" Tammy in recent months has championed homosexuals /
homosexuality.

WORLD VISION ISCHRISTIAN IN NAME ONLY ?—World Vision International, "the world's largest
international Christian humanitarian organization," is a member of the liberal World Council of Churches. But it
is said that one could conclude WV is"Christian" in name only. The March-April PsychoHeresy Awareness
Letter states: "The extreme ecumenical spirituality promoted and the secular and psychological strategies
recommended demonstrate that World Vision is not a Christian organization in the biblical sense." WV former
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president Robert Seiple said the UN fills a necessary role and Christians should support it [1/1/96 CC].

DR. JOHN C. WHITCOMB: "Truth cannot be perpetuated through compromise, and compromise cannot be
avoided without separation.”

ABORTION OF CHILD OK, BUT BETTER NOT DESTROY AN EAGLE EGG!—It'slegal tokill a
human baby by a horrendous procedure: the D& X. Yet in Californiait'sillegal to destroy an eagle egg, and
there'salarge fine. We hear no debates about at what stage the eaglet becomes an eagle or has "meaningful
life." You break an eagle egg, you kill an eagle. It'sal so simple. [12/03 Reader's Digest].

GAY TV—The pornographic MTV isforging ahead with plans for an all-homosexual television network that
will be on all basic cable plans. Outlet, the name of the 24-hour network, will feature gay-themed lifestyle and
entertainment programming. MTV apparently thinks homosexuality now has mainstream acceptability.... [2/28
World Magazine]

CHURCHES SHIFT TO CONTEMPORARY—According to a newly released study, the typical Protestant
church servicein the U.S. has become more modernized and diversified in recent years as more churches
incorporate non-traditional music, diverse styles of worship, and modern technologies into their worship
experience. A report on anew study shows a big increase in contemporary worship stylesin America’s
Protestant churches over the last five years. While 44 percent reported no significant change, 15 percent said
their churches had moved in much more contemporary direction, while another 36 percent said their worship
had become a little more contemporary. Only 5 percent said their worship had become more traditional during
the time period. Contemporary worship outpaced traditional by eleven to one. Larger churches and churches led
by younger ministers were most likely to have shifted toward more contemporary, and Pentecostal churches
were over twice as likely to move that way. A big change found was in the use of electronic media—computer
graphics, music videos, movies, drama, etc. Praise and worship choruses during worship rose from 38 percent in
1999 to 74 percent today. The use of Christian rock, pop, or country music in worship rose from 9 percent five
years ago to 25 percent today. The greatest growth was in worship elements that, nevertheless, are used by fewer
than half of the churches. The study revealed that the most popular elements of worship continue to be in some
churches: 95 percent of churches pass an offering basket or plate; 88 percent sing traditional hymns; 89 percent
celebrate communion; 85 percent use a printed bulletin or order of service; and 78 percent use hymnals at least
once a month. "Even traditional elements such as hymns, altar calls, and communion celebrations have become
more common as churches diversify. Much has changed about Protestant worship over the past five years, but
one thing has remained fairly uniform—the length of the pastor's sermon. Today the average minister preaches
for about 31 minutes. [Adapted, Agape Press)|

WELCH TO BE NOMINATED NEW SBC PRESI DENT—AIlabama native Bobby Welch, pastor of First
Baptist Church in Daytona Beach, will be nominated as president of the Southern Baptist Convention at the
SBC's annua meeting in Junein Indianapolis. Gerald Davidson, an "opponent of liberalism," will be nominated
asvice president. A new name for the SBC will be studied.

SCHULLER AN N.A.E. SPEAKER—Robert Schuller spoke at the National Association of Evangelicals
annual meeting last month (2/04 BB). He received a standing ovation. But some conservative theologians were
concerned over his reinterpreting doctrines of Scripture "to conform to his self-esteem philosophy.” In his Self-
Esteem book, Schuller says positive Christianity does not hold to human depravity but to human ability, that to
be born again means we must be changed from negative to a positive self-image, and that sin is any act or
thought that robs myself or another human being of his or her "self-esteem." Further, hell is"the loss of pride
that naturally follows separation from God." Some say Schuller is an apostate and universalist. ACCC Exec.
Sec'y Dr. Ralph Colas covered the NAE meeting and his report will be ready as soon as free-will-offering funds
are available. When you read the quotes from Schuller in Dr. Colas's report next month, you may wonder why
the NAE would schedule him and honor him as a speaker!
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BIBLE SOCIETY SPONSORS ROCK CONCERT—The American Bible Society sponsored a "hip-hop"
rock concert at Bayfront Park in Miami. An expansion of the sensual ungodly "rap" music, "hip-hop"
incorporates key elements for awhole life-style from dress to music to language and "everything" in the current
cultural scenethat's"in." ABSis"working on effective ways to use hip-hop music and lyrics" that are often used
as a"challenge to moral norms," as "constructive and compelling expressions of Christian faith and values."
(Feb. 04, Faith And Freedom) The "dress, music and language” of hip-hop are satanic in source....The ABS
forsook its Biblical heritage decades ago."

ZASPEL AND FUNDAMENTALISTS—When the fundamentalists lost in their battle to save their
denominations from apostasy, the fundamentalist became a man who not only believed right, but also a man
who separated himself from unbelief and apostasy. *** There never would have been a need for the word
"Fundamentalist" had there not been a great departure from "the Faith once for al delivered." [Dr. James A.
Zaspel, January-February FrontLine Magazine]

EARLY GRAHAM ECUMENISM EXAMPLES—In a 1962 Sao Paulo Crusade, a Roman Catholic Bishop
blessed converts as they came forward. At the benediction of ameeting in Yugoslaviain 1967, a Roman
Catholic priest, a Lutheran minister, two Orthodox priests, and a Presbyterian held hands on the platform and
sang Blessed Be the Tie that Binds. In his 1973 St. Louis Crusade, 50 nuns served as counselors. Graham's
crusade in the Philippines in 1977 was sponsored in part by the liberal National Council of Churches of the
Philippines. In the 1983 Orlando Crusade, Graham's staff gave about 600 decision cards to Catholic churches for
follow-up. In the 1987 Denver Crusade, 80 Catholic counselors were used. A crusade counselor supervisor
stated that Catholics have trouble with the expression, "born again," and he tries to work at the crusade "to help
Catholics express their new and renewed faith in their mother church." [ Scott Williquette, Jan-Feb FrontLine]
Graham once said: "I have found that my beliefs are essentially the same as those of Orthodox Roman
Catholics."

GARBC UPDATE—The GARBC has come full circle with the partnering vs. approval system—that is, if
things go as presently planned with no problem from the floor as happened at last year's annual meeting. In the
Jan. Baptist Bulletin, Dr. John Greening discussed the GARBC partnering issues and the relationship between
Cedarville University and the Ohio SBC. Overall, it was a good statement, but we wish he had gone a step
further in his discussion of the SBC to cover the partnering of GARBC's Western College with SBC, and the
unbelief still remaining in SBC colleges, etc. It will be interesting to see how all this plays at the annual
conference. *** We were disappointed in the positive review of The Passion of the Christ moviein the
GARBC's March Baptist Bulletin. The reviewer said it could "potentially become the masterpiece that will
visually define the crucifixion for generations to come.” *** Another disappointment was in seeing the " Gen.
Association of Reg. Baptists' on a"Partial List of Denominations offering ALPHA." We have had several
articles exposing the ecumenical, Catholic, and charismatic links of the Alpha Course.

BAYLOR GAY MARRIAGE CONTROVERSY—Baylor University student paper wrote (Feb. 27): "Gay
couples should be granted the same equal rightsto legal marriages as heterosexual couples." The editorial board
voted 5-2 in favor, but Baylor President Robert Sloan opposed the paper's statement and said same-sex
"marriage” isout of step with the vast majority of Baylor's 14,000 students and 100,000 alumni. Baylor isa
"moderate/liberal” Baptist school located in Waco, Tex. [Baylor is hiring Roman Catholic and Eastern Orthodox
faculty, per aletter in the March CT. The writer said conservative Baptists have far more in common with
conservative Roman Catholics than with liberal Baptists, but concedes that they differ vastly in certain areas.]

WORLD HAS CONVERTED THE CHURCH—Through "contemporary Christian music" and
"contemporary worship," the church has been converted to the "religion” of the world! Some of the largest
presumably evangelical churches have designed their Sunday morning services based upon what the ungodly
want. Missing are the fear of aholy God's wrath against sin... Seeker-friendly churches must not "offend" with
the Truth, but pamper with the flattering "gospel of self-esteem, self-love, and positive thinking—a"gospel" that
cannot save. As Paul foretold, "they will not endure sound doctrine..." (2Tim.4:3). Creating large, rich churches
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isnot new....[T]he Roman Catholic Church—the world's largest and wealthiest—qgrew out of a marriage
between the Roman world and the church, making " Christianity" the state religion. Historian Will Durant
explains: "...the world converted Christianity....[Paganism] passed like maternal blood into the new religion,
and captive Rome captured her conqueror..." [Adapted, Dave Hunt, 2/04 Berean Call]

WHO'STO BLAME FOR SBC SPLIT FROM BWA?—After atime of wrangling and finger-pointing trying
to assess blame for the recent rift within Baptist World Alliance circles, some say all three groups (BWA, SBC,
& CBF) are guilty. Of course, with the SBC, we hope it is a step of obedience to Biblical separation commands.
The mostly liberal Cooperative Baptist Fellowship broke away from the mostly conservative SBC and applied
for membership in the liberal BWA. The BWA then, amid strong protest by the SBC (biggest BWA donor),
approved the CBF for membership, setting off a storm of protest by the SBC and resulting in SBC's
recommending dropping financial support and severing ties with the BWA at the SBC June meeting. An SBC
official has denied exhibition space to BWA at the SBC's annual meeting.

Send commentsto jhuffman2@juno.com
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MORMONSLEAVE BECAUSE OF DNA EVIDENCE—Recent DNA evidence questioning the accuracy of
Mormon history is providing an open door to evangelism of Mormons. The Book of Mormon describes how
Israelites emigrated to the Americas 2,600 years ago, with the now extinct Lamanites and Nephites becoming

the ancestors of American Indians. But anthropol ogists say there is no match of Jewish DNA with that of
American Indians. An inaccurate Book of Mormon creates questions about the foundation of Mormon teaching
(2/04 CT). Reportedly about 300 people have left Mormonism partly because of evidence presented from
interviewing eight scientists including a Mormon scholar.

MEL GIBSON'SNEW MOVIE 'THE PASSION'—BIlly Graham praisesit. Most reviews speak of it in
glowing positive terms (e.g., Schuller, Campus Crusade, Dobson, Hybels, etc). Most al the criticism we've
heard has centered around the “ anti-Semitism” issue. But our main concernisthe big “C” question —
Catholicism! It's a Catholic film! Reasons for our concern: 1. Gibson's Catholic roots, staunch RC heritage.
While filming, he, cast and crew members regularly attended Catholic Mass together. He said there is no
salvation for those outside the [RC] Church. (New Y orker, 9/15/03) 2. Big emphasis on Mary, strong Marian
imagery. The actor who played Jesus in the film prayed the Rosary to Mary every day. He said for him, being a
Christian is a continual conversion process. 3. The film is not based entirely on the Bible but also on visions of
RC nung/mystics. 4. It equates church with Catholic Church, and links Crucifixion to Last Supper to highlight
“Holy Communion” sacrament. In conclusion, we do not doubt that many will be saved as aresult of this movie,
and we rgjoice in this. But many will be confused about Catholicism, and others will use the film as a shortcut to
supplant other forms of evangelism (“It pleased God by the foolishness of preaching to save them that believe.”)

TRASH MTV—What happened at the recent Super Bowl halftime show was in most part what raunchy MTV
isal about—what they do every day. By week's end it was admitted that the disrobing was done by design. Hip-
Hop music is salacious at best, pornographic and prurient at worst—the grinding, bumping, groping
rebelliousness of it is cause for concern by any society concerned about decency.

SAN FRANCISCANS DEFY 'GAY' MARRIAGE LAW—Some 1,700 same-sex couples recently got
“married” since Feb. 12 despite a 2000 state law banning such unions (2/17 BP). Mass. likely will issue same-
sex licenses sometime in May.
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THE BAPTIST CHALLENGE by M.L. Moser (Little Rock, Ark.) isagain being published and is on the
Internet at this Web address: www.central baptistchurch.org/challenge.htm

O.K.TO KEEP TEACHING ISLAM IN CALIF. SCHOOL—A federal judge has ruled that a California
school district may continue requiring seventh-grade students to make believe they are Muslims, wear Islamic
garments, memorize Quran verses, etc. (2/04 NLJ) The school's chief counsel said: “While public schools
prohibit Christian students from reading the Bible, praying, displaying the Ten Commandments, and even
mentioning the word 'God," students in California are being indoctrinated into the religion of 1slam.”

ALPHA, PAPACY MOVE CLOSER, UNITED BY MARY-WORSHI|P—The latest Alpha News reveals
ever-closer ties between the growing Alpha phenomenon and the Roman Catholic Church. A recent sermon
exalted Mary, not Christ. The Pope's June encyclical on Europe concluded: “ There must be entrustment to
Mary. The whole Church looks to Mary.” The papacy now hasits own Alpha office (1/04 Faith And Freedom).
Alphafounder Nicky Gumbel (3/1/98 CC) says “the differences between Protestants and RCs are totally
insignificant compared to the things that unite us.”

TOLERANCE OF HERESY BETTER THAN SCHISM ?—The Episcopal bishop of Virginia hastold his
diocese's annual meeting that it's better to live with heresy than split the denomination over homosexuality. He
isone of 60 Episcopal bishops who voted last summer to approve the appointment of V. Gene Robinson, the
denomination's first openly homosexual bishop (2/04 Agape Press). Asliberal ECUSA leaders depart from
biblical standards, conservative Episcopalians, instead of obediently separating from liberals are forming a
“church within a church” and remaining “unequally yoked” (2Cor. 6:14) with the unbelievers. Someone has
said: “Better to be divided by truth than united in error.”

UNBELIEVING PASTORS—A new study by the Barna Research Group found that 49 percent of Protestant
pastors reject core biblical beliefs (2/7 World). Barna put together a bare-bones list of basic biblical teachings
that all should have been able to affirm: There is absolute moral truth based on the Bible; biblical teaching is
accurate; Jesus was without sin; Satan literally exists, God is omniscient; salvation is by grace alone; Christians
have a personal duty to evangelize. In the two largest denominations, So. Baptists had the most pastors,
percentage-wise (71), who hold a biblical worldview; Methodists had the fewest (27). Barnasaysit is
discouraging that onein four SB preachers does not take Bible teaching seriously.

LABEL THIEVES—Homosexual activists keep stealing Christian terms. For example, the once-good word
“gay” now is used to describe a sinful lifestyle. Other terms they have co-opted include: the rainbow (God's sign
to Noah), the triangle (Christian symbol for the Trinity), and, lavender.

LUISPALAU FESTIVAL S—Five years ago ecumenical evangelist Luis Palau scrapped his evangelistic
crusadesin favor of citywide festivals. He wants to make evangelism “more accessible, active and
contemporary.” Last year over 700 Florida churches sponsored a Fort Lauderdale “ Beachfest,” geared much
toward spring break college students (2/03 Chr. Today). Asin Billy Graham crusades, Roman Catholics were
often involved in leadership roles (e.g., his 1996 8-week Chicago crusade.)

CBC-FINDLAY WITHDREW FROM GARBC—On July 15, 2001, the Calvary Baptist Church of Findlay,
Ohio voted unanimously to withdraw from the GARBC. A revised report dated Oct. 28, 2003, prepared by
Pastor Gordon Dickson, gives reasons for the withdrawal: 1. The GARBC has drifted from its original Scriptural
mission statement, and attempts to correct this drift have failed. 2. The GARBC has drifted from Scriptural
obedience by refusing to confront doctrinal error in its ranks. The recent dissolution of the approval system
demonstrates this unwillingness to confront error. 3. The GARBC has drifted from its correct Scriptural view of
the autonomy of the local church by placing those who did not officially represent local churches on their
governing councils. 4. The Bible commands us to withdraw from fellowship with unbelievers. Devel opments at
GARBC schools (prior to dropping of the approval system) indicate there are unbelieversin the ranks. In
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addition, if a brother in Christ will not obey 2Cor. 6:14-17, the Bible further commands us to separate from this
brother who iswalking “ disorderly.” Our brothers have refused to separate from apostasy in the ranks. We pray
that they will reverse the dangerous course...

BOBGANS NEW BOOK—Martin & Deidre Bobgans new book, Christ-Centered Ministry versus Problem-
Centered Counseling, reveals the origins and faults of problem-centered counseling and encourages local
congregations to minister as God has called them to do....Get this 136-page book at special price of $9 and a
free newdletter from Eastgate Publishers: 1-800/216-4696.

A MILITANT FUNDAMENTALIST issimply someone who is unwilling to tolerate unbelief and
compromise, either by the person holding an error put out of an organization or church or by leaving himself if
the error is being tolerated and others in the organization are unwilling to do anything to remedy the problem. In
other words, a militant fundamentalist is unwilling to work in religious endeavors with those who are
unregenerate or compromisers of the truth. He will have a sense of outrage at the piracy that has taken placein
an institution or organization in which control has been taken over by unbelievers or compromisers who are
unwilling to obey the commands of Scripture to separate, resulting in either the expulsion of those teaching or
practicing the error or the conscientious departure from that ministry by those who have remained true to the
Scripture. [The above is an excerpt from an article by Pastor Gary Freel of Boone lowa, in the Jan-Feb
Foundation magazine.]

EDITOR'SHEALTH—My EYES, after the cataract and lens replacement surgery last year, were much better
for awhile, but now the blur and double vision problems are recurring, albeit not as bad as before.
PARKINSON'S DISEASE UPDATE—My PD symptoms are increasing. My medication was doubled afew
months ago but doesn't seem to help much. And, of course, there are the usual side effects from the medication.
Please pray that my neurologist and I, when | see him in April, will know what medications might be added or
changed. It now takes almost twice as long for me to do the CC.

BWA LEADERSBEG SBC TO REMAIN MEM BER—Baptist World Alliance leaders are making a strong
emotional appeal to Southern Baptist leaders for the latter to, with their money of course, remain within the
liberal BWA fold. It seemsironic for liberals, when they start losing power and control of a somewhat
conservative organization, to start making pompous claimsto spirituality. We hope and pray that SBC
“conservatives’” will stick to their decision to withdraw from the apostate BWA—instead of capitulating, as has
the SBC's Women's Missionary Union, to pressure to affirm its relationship with the BWA. By a 62-10 vote
Feb. 17, the SBC Executive Committee approved recommending that the SBC at its June annual meeting go
ahead and withdraw from the BWA. Meanwhile, BWA Pres. Billy Kim and BWA Gen. Sec'y Dennis Lotz are
speaking in prominent moderate/liberal SBC churchesto rally support for BWA.

BARTH'SFLAWED THEOL OGY—A darling of many New Evangelicals, Karl Barth was hailed by Billy
Graham as a great theologian (12/1/03 Chr. News). Y et, despite Barth's greatness as a theol ogian, he denied the
Trinity, the physical resurrection of Christ and other Christian doctrines. He also led a disgusting lifestyle.

CHURCH UNITY OR CHURCH PURITY ?—No guestion is receiving so much attention at the present time
in all branches and revisions of the Christian church as the question of church unity. It is being written about,
talked about, and preached about. Now we are all agreed, surely, that the Christian church should be one, that
she was meant by God to be one. And therefore, we must agree, further, that it is atragedy that division ever
entered into the life of the church. In addition, we must all regard schism as agrievous sin. That is common
ground, but having said that, one must also point out that there is obviously great confusion, and much
disagreement, as to what constitutes unity, asto what the nature of unity is, and as to how unity isto be obtained
and preserved. [Excerpt from June 1962 sermon by Dr. David Martyn LIoyd-Jones, which, in turn was
excerpted from an article by Dr. Bud Talbert appearing in the Sep-Oct 2003 Frontline Magazine]

WCC WANTSBROADER ECUMENICAL MOVEMENT—The World Council of Churches has extended
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an invitation to Roman Catholics, Pentecostals and Evangelicals to meet and consider new ways in which they
might better work together in the future. According to an Ecumenical News International report, leaders from
several WCC member churches and agencies issued a report on November 24, 2003, calling for representatives
from the RCC as well as Pentecostal and Evangelical churches to meet prior to Nov. 2004 “to discuss forming a
new network of relationships.” The WCC is looking for new ways to “reconfigure the ecumenical movement” in
order to create a broader umbrella of ecumenism with churches and agencies not currently affiliated with the
WCC. [Jan-Feb 2004 Foundation]

Send commentsto jhuffman2@juno.com

Calvary Contender Home Page
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ISLAM & CHRISTIANITY EQUAL RELIGIONS?—Fuller Seminary has received a $1 million grant from
the Justice Department to help fund a project aimed at calming relations between Christians and Muslims,
seeming to promote the idea that the two are equally acceptable religions. Its proposed interfaith code of ethics

rejects offensive statements about each other's faiths, affirms a mutual belief in one God, and pledges not to
proselytize. Nearly 100 retired SBC missionaries signed a pleain June asking Christian leadersto refrain from
making inflammatory public statements about |slam which would harm missionary work in Muslim lands
(1/3/04 World). An SBC spokesman said "for Fuller to declare that Christians and Muslims worship the same
God would be aradical departure."(12/8 Agape) The Council on Amer.-Islamic Relations is demanding an
apology from Paul Harvey for referring to 1slam as "areligion which encourages killing."

CHINA CRUSHES HOUSE CHURCHES—Inside sources say Red Chinais crushing the house church
movement. It considers unregistered churches political subversives. Protestant churches can register only
through the China Christian Council and its related Three-Self Patriotic Movement. Both closely cooperate with
the Communist regime, which forbids worship outside state-backed official "patriotic" religious bodies (1/04
Chr. Today). Worship is allowed only in government-monitored churches, temples, and mosques. In atwo-
month period beginning last mid-August, authorities closed or bulldozed over 100 churches in one town. (12/23
Huntsville Times). Today, about 15 million Protestants and 10 million Catholics worship in the official
churches. Millions more belong to unofficial house churches.

FAITH-BASED FUNDING RULES STILL APPLY—In 2000 Congress voted to give $600,000 to fund
Bowery Mission's summer camp for at-risk youth through the Dept. of Justice. But a Justice Dept. bureaucrat
said Bowery couldn't receive the money unlessit stopped hiring only Christians. Bowery said that would
destroy its mission. After ayear of wrangling, Justice let the grant go through on a one-time deal (Jan. '04). So
all therules are still in effect and Christian organizations can't get Justice Department grantsif they hire only
Christians. Washington runs what it funds!

PAY-OFF YEAR FOR RCC—Last year was pay-out year for the Roman Catholic Church. U.S. dioceses
agreed to pay alleged victims of clergy sexual abuse nearly $100 million, probably millions more undisclosed,
and the end is nowhere in sight. The Boston archdiocese alone paid out $10 million in 2002 to 86 alleged
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victims of priest John Geoghan, who was killed in prison. It agreed in September to pay $85 million to 552
people to settle claims. (12/27 World).

JOHN MacARTHUR ON CATHOL ICISM—Mike Gendron had the following "Quick Quote" by John
MacArthur in his Jan-Feb Proclaiming the Gospel: "Catholicism is afalse system. It is not the church of Christ,
it isthe church of anti-Christ. If you follow Catholic theology you'll go to hell. | am not saying that to be unkind
but to be truthful. Being truthful isthe only way to be kind. People need to come out of that system. Itisa
system that exalts Mary and it is a system of paganism mingled with pseudo-Christianity." "...[T]he truth shall
make you free."

TOLKIEN, LORD OF THE RINGS—Despite the PG-13 rating and occultic imagery presented in J.R.R.
Tolkien's popular book and movie trilogies, many evangelical Christians have highly praised the "Lord of the
Rings" as harmless fantasy. The third movie ("Return of the King") was released in Dec. 2003. We ran an article
in the July 2003 CC warning of the danger, and David Cloud did an incisive analysis of the series, and
commented thusly: "Though not as overtly and sympathetically occultic as the Harry Potter series, Tolkien's
fantasies are unscriptural and present a very dangerous message.” Tolkien was a Catholic and many of the"Lord
of the Rings" heroes are wizards and witches.

FALWELL PRAISESRICK WARREN'SGROWTH METHODS—Dr. Jerry Falwell and other Southern
Baptist leaders have highly praised Rick Warren's pragmatic philosophy of ministry and unbiblical, marketing-
inspired methods for church growth. Fundamentalists must beware of Warren's " Purpose-Driven" methods and
inaccurate theology, and for Falwell's influence and compromise. Secular marketing strategies, capitulation to
an ungodly culture and meeting the perceived needs of the unregenerate may result in higher "numbers’ at
church, but the implementation of such "methods" does not glorify God nor accomplish His work in the way He
desires. (Foundation).

DEAN THINKSHOMOSEXUALITY NO SIN?—Presidential candidate Howard Dean stated the following
in his views on homosexuality: "From areligious point of view, if God had thought homosexuality isasin he
would not have created gay people.” Thisis similar to the old "born that way" argument that winds up blaming
God for awicked life-style. We have said over and over (e.g., 6-1-95 CC): "It is absurd, unscriptural and
blasphemous to suggest that the homosexual is not responsible for his perverted life-style, or that an adulterer is
not to blame for hissin. To do so impliesthat God isto blame. If a person was born without a choice in the
matter, God (under the Law) would never have required the death penalty for homosexuality. Capital
punishment was for crimes a person committed voluntarily (see Lev. 20, etc.)." Life-style choices stem from our
volition.

TORONTO DROPSLAUGHTER & BIZARRE NOISES—A decade ago charismatic worshippers at a small
church near Toronto's airport began laughing uncontrollably. They also made animal noises — braying, barking,
howling and roaring. They collapsed to the floor, staggered as if drunk, shook and jerked; wept, wailed and
yelped. Faces contorted, groans, and bodies prone on the floor, "dlain in the spirit." (12/27 HT) These wild
manifestations were called "Holy laughter," "laughing revival," "signs and wonders," etc., but now dubbed “the
Toronto Blessing." In 1996, the church was kicked out of the Vineyard movement for being too extreme.

WCC PROGRAM HASANTI-AMERICAN SLANT—World Council of Churches committees are meeting
in New Y ork City to plan ayear-long series of events as part of the WCC's "Decade to Overcome
Violence'—events that will target the U.S. as a proponent of violence ( 1/13 AgapePress). Over 30
denominations (mainly mainline/liberal Protestant) belong to the left-wing WCC. In the past it has largely
ignored human rights violations and aggression by the old Soviet bloc and instead focused on the sins, real and
imagined, of the U.S. and its alies. In its supposed passion for social justice, it seemsto ignore crimes and
oppressions of communist and Islamic dictatorships against Christians. (ACCC Exec. Sec'y Dr. Ralph Colas has
provided first-hand coverage of most recent key meetings, and many reports are available on WCC's apostasy.
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CORNERSTONE APPOINTS FAGERSTROM PRES. OF GRTS—Cornerstone University has appointed
Dr. Doug Fagerstrom as the new president of Grand Rapids Theol. Seminary. His background and associations
with New Evangelicals clearly reveal his stance. He has ministered (and was ordained) in Wooddale Church
(Minneapolis) pastored by Leith Anderson who recently served a stint asinterim head of the NAE; served at
Calvary Church (Grand Rapids); attended Denver and Bethel seminaries; and has a doctor of ministry degree
from Northern Bapt. Theol. Seminary (Amer. Baptist, Chicago). His bio lists "dramain worship" as an area of
expertise. Considered alone, it may appear we're overdoing it abit here, but as a package, it l0oks new-
evangelical.

GRAHAM CRUSADE SET FOR JUNE, KANSAS CITY—Billy Graham's 415th crusade is scheduled for
Kansas City, Mo., June 17-20. He recently suffered a broken hip when he fell in a hotel room, at Jacksonville,
Fla. near Mayo Clinic. The hip required a partial replacement surgery. The hospital expects a complete
recovery, and he at age 85 plans to be at the crusade as schedul ed.

GARBC'SPARTNERING SY STEM—ALt the 2003 GARBC Annua Conference the Council of Eighteen
voted to no longer partner with Cedarville University, due to the recent partnering relationship between CU and
the Ohio Southern Baptist Convention. One hundred twenty GARBC messengers voted to sever the relationship,
and 180 voted to delay action until its 2004 meeting. The Council of Eighteen met in November and voted to
recommend to the 2004 GARBC messengers that the Partnering Policy be repealed. Should that vote carry, no
formal partnering relationships will exist between the Association and agencies, and no listing of agencies will
appear in GARBC publications (Jan. Baptist Bulletin). But what about Western Baptist College, another
GARBC partner which recently linked with Northwest Baptist Convention (SBC)? No mention was made of it,
and our query to the BB office was not answered.

SBC TO DEPART BWA—The Southern Baptist Convention is amost certain to drop out of the Baptist World
Alliance this year, saying it is becoming too liberal and "openly advocating aberrant and dangerous theologies."
(12/20/03 HT) Since the SBC isthe BWA's largest and most generous member this would be a huge blow to the
BWA which received $300,000 last year from it. The alliance is understandably upset. Its leader Denton Lotz
called it atragic move that would "bring a schism within the life of our worldwide Baptist family and thusisa
sin against love." But James Draper, an SBC leader, says the alliance "seems to have lost its doctrinal moorings
and shows no desire to engage in the kinds of discussions that would return the organization to its biblical
foundation." See 2 Cor. 6:14-17.

RC BISHOP REFUSES COMMUNION TO PRO-ABORTION POLITICIANS—A pro-lifegroup is
praising a Roman Catholic bishop for using the authority of his office to deal with what it calls a public scandal.
Bishop Raymond Burke of La Crosse, Wis., has issued aformal decree barring pro-abortion Catholic politicians
from receiving Communion. (/13 RT), Per Burke, a Catholic legislator who supports procured abortion or
euthanasia, after knowing the teaching of the Church, commits a manifestly grave sin which is a cause of most
serious scandal for others. Since Amer. Life League's effort began last year, it has identified over 500 state and
federal officeholders who claim to be Catholic while making public pronouncements on abortion that are
contrary to Church teachings. ALL will continue to publish the names of public officials who claim the Catholic
faith, yet ignore the Church's teachings on the sanctity of human life. We will continue to...send aloud and
clear message to al Catholic public officias: "Y ou cannot be pro-abortion and Catholic."

NRB CONFERENCE—This takes place in Charlotte this year (Feb. 13-18) and, true to form, includes
ecumenical speakers and CCM singers. Speakersinclude: Chuck Swindoll, Franklin Graham, Adrian Rogers,
John Piper, Michael Cassidy, Chip Ingram, and Janet Parshall. Music by: Talley Trio, Larnelle Harris, and
Stuart Neill. Pres. Bush and Tom Del ay areinvited. Dr. Colas will attend with press credentials.

MAXWELL & NEW AGE—A Nov. Faith And Freedom article lists three disturbing things about popular
author John Maxwell. First is the manner in which he handles the Scriptures to "teach” his principlesis
sometimes egregiously mistaken.... Second he either implicitly or explicitly endorses some New Age teachers
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and doctrines. Third in addition to the New Age elements peppered throughout his material, Maxwell also
employs questionabl e theol ogical doctrines, such as the mistaken notion of the miraculous, a conspicuous
absence of the cross, and questionable psychological doctrines (self-esteem, etc.).

WITH INTEGRITY—Jm and Una Wendorf have an "online source for Bibles, Christian books, CD's, music,
and gifts you trust." Web address. withintegrity.org Phone 800/699-2623

Send commentsto jhuffman2@juno.com
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ANGLICAN SYNOD SAYSMASONRY IS A FAL SE RELIGION—Archbishop of Canterbury Rowan
Williams said he had "real misgivings about the compatibility of Masonry and Christian profession," and said he
wouldn't appoint any Freemasons to senior posts. After an outcry, however, he apologized for causing "distress.”

But the Sydney Anglican synod called on its members to choose between lodge and church, and told
congregations not to let Masons to use their facilities (12/3 Chr. Today). It said Freemasonry "teaches and
upholds a system of false religious and spiritual beliefs."

TOP EPISCOPAL BISHOP RESIGNS FROM DIAL OGUE—The presiding bishop of the Episcopal
Church, under fire for his support of an openly gay bishop, has resigned as co-chairman of long-standing talks
with the Roman Catholic Church. Presiding Bishop Frank Griswold said he would step down from the 33-year-
old Anglican-Roman Catholic International Commission because the consecration of openly gay Bishop V.
Gene Robinson of New Hampshire has caused strain between the two churches. (12/2 Crosswalk)

PLAYBOY CULTURE TREATSWOMEN AS SEX OBJECTS, PREGNANCY ASA DISEASE,
ABORTION AS THE CURE—Statistics indicate the total cultural victory of pornography in Americatoday.
Hollywood releases 400 films each year, while the pornography industry releases 700 movies each month! Porn
is, asaminimum, a $10 billion ayear business (12/3 CT). And online sex addiction is no longer just amale
problem. Nearly onein three adult Web visitors is a woman.

GEORGE SAYSWE SHOULDN'T IGNORE MARY ANY LONGER—Timothy George, ecumenical
executive editor of Chr. Today, gives reasons why evangelical Protestants have an "almost instinctive distrust”
of Mary. He writes (12/03 CT): "First, we find no biblical warrant for the kind of devotion to Mary that
flourishes among many of the Catholic faithful. Mary's perpetual virginity (belief that she had no children after
Jesus and remained a virgin throughout her life), immaculate conception (that she was born without the stain of
original sin), and bodily assumption (that she was taken body and soul into heaven after she died without seeing
corruption) are extrabiblical beliefs that cannot be traced to the earliest historical memory of the church.” Of
course we shouldn't ignore Mary but neither should we give her an exalted position of worship as many Roman
Catholics do.
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PREACHER, OR WORSHIP L EADER?—Churches are now hiring "worship leaders' to bring the modern
audiences into the "spirit of worship" that is supposedly missing in old-fashioned congregations. Church
musicians are the leaders of worship and pastors are secondary to that worship. Pastors have largely become
puppets doing whatever their people want. (The Projector)

HOMOSEXUAL UNIONS ARE BRIEF—A recent study on homosexual relationships (Wash. Times/Door -
Sep Evangel) finds they last 1 %2 years on average—even as homosexual groups are pushing nationwide to
legalize same-sex "marriages." The Dutch study—which focused on transmission of HIV—found that menin
homosexual relationships average eight partners a year outside those relationships. Most couples have
arrangements whereby the partners may have sexual activity with others. AIDS kills about 6,000 people aday in
Africa—more than wars, famines, and floods. Yet it isalargely preventable, politically-protected disease
(8/187 CC).

CATHOLICISM & ISLAM—Catholicism and Islam each have over one hillion adherents, nearly al of whom
enter thelir faiths as infants. Over 16 million babies are baptized into the Catholic Church each year. Though
baptism is not part of Islam, all children born into aMuslim family are Muslims. Their official "confirmation"
follows as soon as they are able to confess the shahada ("Thereis no God but Allah, and Muhammad is his
messenger"). Islam is the fastest growing religion in the world today; Catholicism the largest religious body
among professing Christians (11/2 Berean Call).

CHRISTIANSHAVE RIGHTS TOO--1n astrongly worded opinion issued last month, Detroit Federal Judge
Gerald Rosen upheld the right of a Christian student to express her religious beliefs in opposition to
homosexuality during her high school's "Diversity Week" program that was designed to promote the
homosexual agenda. The case involved afederal lawsuit filed on behalf of a student whose religious views
against homosexuality were censored and excluded from the 2002 "Diversity Week" program. Thisis abig
victory for the First Amendment rights of Christian students and a big defeat for those who consider public
schools as their private platform to advance the homosexual agenda.

ISLAMIC CHAPLAINS SUE—ADbout three dozen chaplains are suing the Navy, alleging religious
discrimination (11/1 World). The Navy's religious patronage system promotes Roman Catholic and liturgical
Protestant chaplains over Baptist, Pentecostal, and other evangelical chaplains. Conditions have improved for
some since the 1999 lawsuits.

WICCA ISBECOMING POPUL AR—Wicca (witchcraft) is afast-growing New Age pagan religion. Though
commonly viewed as afemale activity, males accounted for over 15,000 people executed for witchcraft in early
modern Europe. Two Australian pastors, accused of vilifying Islam, recently were being tried under new "hate
laws" being used by awitch.

ANNIVERSARY EDITION—BY the grace of God, we have now completed 20 years of publishing Calvary
Contender!

ETSMAY SPLIT OVER 'OPEN THEISM'—Evangelical Theological Society members voted Nov. 19 to
retain two members (Clark Pinnock, John Sanders) who published views supporting "open theism," the belief
that God sometimes changes His mind depending on human actions. Ouster requires a two-thirds vote—Pinnock
got 32.9 percent removal votes, Sanders got 62.7. [Pinnock voluntarily revised and clarified certain statements
in hiswritings.] At open theism's core isadenial of God's exhaustive foreknowledge of future events. Open
theists claim that God does not know the future decisions of humans because those choices have yet to be made.
Carl Henry warned [12/9 BP e-mail]: "Once the sovereignty and exhaustive foreknowledge of God are
compromised, much else soon goes with it. At the end, oneis not left with a doctrine of God at all." Norman
Geisler gave examples from Pinnock's other writings that undermine inerrancy, and presented 12 reasons why
open theists should not be members of the ETS.
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CLERGY LEADERSHIP NETWORK—A newly launched Clergy Leadership Network coalition of
liberal/radical religious leaders (including William Sloan Coffin, Rev. Joan Campbell Brown) hopes to become
"the Christian Coalition of the left" and seeks to counter the influence of conservative Christian organizations
(New York Times). The 24-member founding group will aso include Catholic and Jewish members, and they
hope, Muslim members as well.

CARL HENRY DEAD AT 90—Theologian Carl F.H. Henry, the first editor of Christianity Today magazine
died at home in Watertown, Wis. at age 90. He attended Wheaton College with Billy Graham who later urged
him to head a new magazine dealing with biblical orthodoxy and faith issues. He was among the early leaders of
the NAE, the author of several books, and was a major figure of the latter half of the 20th century—instrumental
in shaping the new-evangelical movement. Henry defended biblical inerrancy, and dialogue with Roman
Catholics. He did not sign the 1994 Col son-Neuhaus document (ECT) but said it clearly took Evangelical-
Catholic unity beyond preserving cultural values. He called for recognition of both groups as Christian brethren.

ANOTHER GARBC SCHOOL LINKSWITH SBC—The Northwest Baptist Convention (SBC) has
endorsed Western Baptist College (GARBC-related "partner™) as an educational institution that their member
churches should support financially and promote as a preferred college for their young people. The NWBC
executive board approved this, and WBC's President Dr. Reno Hoff spoke at the NWBC convention. The
NWBC has 429 congregations in Oregon, Washington, Idaho, and northern California. Cedarville University,
another GARBC-related school, (a"partner") recently became linked with Southern Baptists of Ohio.

WCC CHIEF NOTESPROGRESS OF ECUMENICAL MOVEMENT—Konrad Raiser, outgoing head of
the World Council of Churches, in aNov. 20 interview, listed progress of the ecumenical movement during his
11-year term. He pointed first to the agreement signed in Augsburg in 1999 between the Lutheran World
Federation and the Roman Catholic Church, the result of along process of dialogue. He said: "As we continue
our search for unity, we aready feel that the links between us [WCC and Catholic partners] are so strong that
the obstacles that arise do not call into question the progress already made. [But] it isimpossible to overlook
increasing fears anong Roman Catholics, but also anong Anglicans and L utherans, Methodists and Orthodox,
linked to the identity...of each tradition.” The Orthodox churches now feel they are being listened to. Raiser
mentioned exploring ways to create a Global Christian Forum. He says that without a structure of reference, the
WCC risksthe rise of amilitant, populist and fundamentalist Christianity.

WHY WAIT A YEAR FOR CEDARVILLE DECISION?—At the GARBC's annual conference last June,
action against Cedarville University for entering into a partnership with Ohio Southern Baptists was delayed one
year. Sword of the Lord editor Dr. Shelton Smith commented as follows (10/10): "Cedarville University has
been a GARBC school for many years. For ailmost twelve months they have aso been connected in an official
partnership with the Ohio State Convention of Southern Baptists. We commend the GARBC Council for voting
to sever the relationship with Cedarville but must admit we are gravely concerned that they did not have
sufficient influence to get it passed in their general assembly. So now it will be sometime in 2004 before a final
decision is made. It has the appearance of adelaying tactic of Cedarville loyalists, and it a'so seems that the
folks who wanted to cut the ties did not sufficiently pitch their case...."

FUNDAMENTALISM: 'PASSIT ON'—The history of fundamentalism must be passed on to the next
generation with accuracy and passion. The issues and reasons that engendered the movement must be
inculcated, and its primary causes of failure—disobedience and compromise—must be clearly and specifically
pointed out and warned against. Fundamentalist distinctives, emphases, and biblical foundations must be
regularly taught. Opportunities must be provided for these to also be presented, especially from the chapel pulpit
and classroom teaching. Its practical work departments and musical program must be thoroughly consistent with
and support and promote fundamentalism. Churches must keep close watch on the schoolsit relieson to train its
young people. They cannot blindly trust what a school says—attention must also be paid to its practice. The
leadership of both the local church and educational institutions must be willing to make the tough decisions
necessary to preserve purity of doctrine and testimony, even if it would involve aloss of constituency. [Thisis
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an excerpt from an excellent 43-page paper by Daniel Greenfield, Detroit Baptist Theological Seminary,
analyzing GARBC's partner Cedarville University's fall to new evangelicalism.]

VIRGINIA BAPTISTS, AVERETT UNIVERSITY CONFLICT—Virginia Baptists have escrowed over
$350,000 that would have gone to Averett University next year. But it'sin escrow until a conflict over
homosexuality and biblical authority is resolved. Averett attracted the ire of some Va. Baptists last August when
its religion department head wrote an article endorsing the action of the Episcopal Church to ordain an openly
homosexual bishop, and criticizing aliteral method of Bible interpretation (12/11/03 Ala. Baptist). Thenin
September, the notorious John Shelby Spong lectured on campus, reportedly saying the God who isrevealed in
aliteral Scripturereading is"immoral" and "unbelievable."

BIBLICAL FUNDAMENTALISM—(Thefirst of "22 termsto know in the 21t century," Foundation, Sept.-
Oct. 2003). "Biblical Fundamentalism is a movement of men and ministries who, recognizing God's Word as
completely authoritative in every area of which it speaks, are dedicated to theological orthodoxy and an attitude
of disdain for unbelief aswell astheological, ecclesial or ministerial compromise. Such an attitude manifests
itself by militant defense of the faith once delivered (as recorded in its completeness in God's Word, the Bible)
and subsequent separation from those who entertain unbelief or compromise. Biblical fundamentalism is always
marked by 1) ecclesial separation from unbelievers or even brethren who propagate false doctrine and, 2)
defense of absolute truth asrevealed in God's Word."

SUPERCOMPUTER—IBM is building the world's fastest supercomputer. Code-named Blue Gene, it uses
130,000 processors and runs six times faster than today's speediest machine. Engineers are to install it in 2005.
[12/29/03 World]
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MAJOR INCREASE IN PROFANITY ON TV—TFoul language on television shows has increased
dramatically on nearly every network and time slot—including the so-called "Family Hour" from 8 to 9 p.m.
(10/24 Sword of the Lord). Foul language, including curses or intensives, offensive epithets, scatological

language, sexually suggestive or indecent language, and censored language increased by 94.8 percent during the
Family Hour between 1998 and 2002.

IRELAND FIRED ASHEAD OF YWCA—Six months after being named new president of Y oung Women's
Christian Association (YWCA), feminist Patricia Ireland was fired. It reportedly proved to be the "wrong
platform” for her advocacy of women'sissues and socia justice. But Bob Knight of the Culture and Family
Institute thinks the former head of the liberal National Organization for Women (NOW) was let go because "the
money spigot [to YWCA] was turned off... when its supporters found out what they had done." He said, "If
you're truly interested in young women getting a Christian experience, why would you put a bisexual, |eftist
feminist in charge of them?' (10/27 AgapePress) Many critics of the YWCA claim it has a strongly liberal
leadership—and that that is what led to the hiring of Ireland in the first place.

WORLD PANTHEISM MOVEM ENT—Pantheism, the ideathat "God isall and all is God," is at the crux of
the New Age movement and some Eastern religions. The World Pantheism Movement, founded in 1998, now
claims 2,000 members in 56 countries (11/10 C.News). Its Web site quotes pantheistic philosophies of such
notables as Albert Einstein, Carl Sagan, Henry David Thoreau, and Mikhail Gorbachev.

HOMOSEXUAL GAINSIN 2000—L ast June the Supreme Court struck down Texas anti-sodomy law, ruling
6-3 that homosexuals "are entitled to respect for their private lives." Then Canada's Ontario legalized same-sex
unions (Charisma, 11/03 ), thus prompting efforts to legitimize gay unions across the nation. In August, the
Episcopal Church USA elected an openly gay priest to serve as a bishop, and California Gov. Gray Davis passed
alaw fining businesses $150,000 if they refused to hire a cross-dresser [e.g., man wearing adress]. In
September the Harvey Milk School, the first publicly funded high school for gay students, opened in New Y ork
City.

MARRIAGE AMENDMENT IN CONGRESS—A Federal Marriage Amendment was recently introduced in
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Congress, which states: "Marriage in the U.S. shall consist only of the union of a man and woman. Neither this
constitution or the constitution of any state or federal law shall be construed to require that marriage status or the
legal incidents thereof be conferred upon unmarried couples or groups.”

METHODIST PASTOR A LESBIAN—Karen Dammann, interim pastor of a United Methodist Churchin
Ellensburg, WA, likely will face achurch trial, and could be removed from her pulpit. Sheisalesbianin an
open relationship with another woman (11/8 World). The UMC Book of Discipline bars "self-avowed,
practicing homosexuals' from being ordained or serving as pastors, but liberal bishops generaly follow a"don't
ask, don't tell" policy to circumvent the rule.

PARTIAL BIRTH ABORTION—The procedure normally consists of the delivery of an intact baby feet-first
until only the head isleft in the birth canal. The doctor pierces the base of the infant's skull with surgical
scissors, then inserts a catheter into the opening and suctions out the brain. The collapse of the skull provides for
easier removal of the baby's head. Thistypically occurs during the fifth or sixth month of pregnancy. Congress
(Oct.) approved ahill to ban this gruesome procedure. The Senate voted 64-34 for the bill, while the House
approved it 281-142. (11/6/03 AgapePress)

MOTHER TERESA'SCATHOLICISM NOT ENOUGH—Pope John Paul 11 has given high priority to
making Mother Teresa a saint, and blessed her Oct. 19 in a beatification and Mass attended by 300,000. But
faith in Jesus Christ alone makes one asaint. If you're not a saint before death, you can't become one after death.
Letters reveal Mother Teresa'sinner struggle and feelings of abandonment by God. (11/3 Chr. News) She wrote:
"I want God with all the power of my soul — and yet between us there is terrible separation.” And again:
"Heaven from every sideis closed.” And her sad lament from the heart: "1 feel just that terrible pain of loss, of
God not wanting me, of God not being God, of God not really existing." Mother Teresawas a universalist who
did not believe that Jesus Christ was the only way to heaven.

POPE TOLERATESFAL SE TEACHERS, TEACHINGS—Christian News has often noted that Pope John
Paul 11 rgjects the scriptural doctrine of justification by faith alone in the merits of Jesus Christ. He maintains
that Jews, Muslims, and all non-Christians, including voodooists, can get to heaven without saving faith in Jesus
Christ. He says the theory of evolution is not contrary to the Bible. He has taken no disciplinary action against
the many Catholic theologians and bishops who deny basic doctrines of the Christian faith, including the virgin
birth, deity and resurrection of Jesus Christ. During the years of this pope, CN has often documented the
theological liberalism now tolerated within Rome. The Pope has done virtually nothing to remove the many
homosexuals who are serving as priests (11/3 C. News). Y et some Protestant publications and leading
evangelicals have highly praised him (e.g., 10/25 World, 10/4/97 World).

RICK WARREN'S40-DAY PLAN FOR GOD'S PURPOSE—RIick Warren's Saddleback Church (Calif.) is
one of the nation's largest with 17,000 members. His latest book Purpose-Driven Life lays out a step-by-step 40-
day plan to discover God's purpose for one's life. In another book he gives 10 essentials for a church to keep on
growing: One of these: Y ou should change the primary role of the pastor from minister to leader. He says you
can grow a church to 300 with pastoral/ministry skills, but for it to grow beyond 300 will require leadership
skills. Warren wanted his church built around unbelievers and thus uses worldly methods to build his church.
But methods are important. | Cor. 3:10 warns. "But let every man take heed how he builds [on the foundation of
Christ.]." Warren uses rock music, casua dress, etc., and Southern Baptists and other new evangelicals are
climbing aboard his Purpose bandwagon in droves. So now it is seen as mainly an ecumenical outreach tool
"bringing Lutherans, Episcopalians, M ethodists, Baptists together."

STANLEY 'CLARIFIES STANCE ON FEMALE PASTORS—Popular Bible teacher and former Southern
Baptist president Dr. Charles Stanley ridicules the SBC's mandate that wives should submit to their husbands
and he doesn't support its ban on female pastors (10/30 Ala. Bapt.). He said he was led to Christ by a quiet
female evangedlist, not by afiery female pastor (see 7/15/00 CC), and added, "Y ou just can't draw the line and
say, "You can't do so-and-so." [Note: After a Texas paper reported that Stanley "disagrees’ with the 2000
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Baptist Faith & Message, he told Baptist Press (11/6 Ala. Baptist) that he is "absolutely" supportive of the
BF&M and its stances on the role of women, but thinks a clarifying amendment was needed. He makes a
distinction between "pastor" and "preacher," saying the latter can be awoman.]

ACCC RESOLUTION ON ROBERT SCHULLER & NAE—Rabert Schuller, pastor of the Crystal
Cathedral in Garden Grove, CA, and the number one TV preacher watched on hundreds of stationsin over 180
countries with an audience of over 20 million, will be a speaker at the 62" annual meeting of the National
Association of Evangelicals (NAE) in Colorado Springs, in March of 2004. Mr. Schuller's involvement further
demonstrates the harmfully inclusive policy of the NAE. Over the years the organization has reached out to
many speakers for its programs, but thisyear is different. Robert Schuller is afalse prophet, awolf in sheep's
clothing! His erroneous definition of sin as "anything that robs myself or another human being of his or her self-
esteem” has led him to deny and distort the Gospel of grace. Man's greatest need is not self-esteem, but
regeneration. Our Lord said: "Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly
they are ravening wolves' (Matt. 7:15). Schuller's Possibility Thinking is no different than Norman Vincent
Peale's Positive Thinking — both are error (11 Pet. 2:1, | Jn. 4:1)! ... We believe salvation is by grace aone,
through faith alone, and in Christ alone! We further reaffirm our commitment to Biblical separation from
apostasy (Schuller) and from those who compromise with apostasy (NAE). We also remind Bible-believing
Christians of the danger of the NAE, especially with this latest compromise of inviting a false prophet to come
into its annual meeting as a speaker.

NCC PAYS OFF DEBT—The National Council of Churchesis paying off all debts, doubling its net worth and
tripling the amount of reserve funding, per NCC General Secretary Bob Edgar. The NCC isthe leading
ecumenical organization in the U.S. Its 36 Protestant, Orthodox and Anglican member denominations comprise
50 million adherents in 140,000 local congregations nationwide. Along with interfaith relations, Council
programs include education and leadership ministries, Bible tranglation, environmental justice, faith and order
[Sad to say, So. Baptists and Catholics have long served together on this ecumenical commission!], church
renewal, public policy research and advocacy...and work to reduce poverty.

WHAT DOES'SOUND IN THE FAITH' MEAN (Tit. 1:13)?—It is sometimes said: "The vast mgority of
our people are still 'sound in the faith.™ What is meant by the expression, "sound in the faith"? Is one "sound in
the faith" who simply does not deny the fundamental doctrines of God's Word? Can one be said to be "sound in
the faith" who refuses to obey God's command to "earnestly contend for the faith" (Jude 3)? By no means! Such
an oneis spiritually sick. Heislike a soldier who professes loyalty to his country and then refuses to fight the
enemy. Such "soundness" and such "loyalty" are a sham and ashame!... [F.G. Huling, Sept.-Oct. Foundation]
Concerning deceivers, etc., we are told by Titus 1:13 to "rebuke them sharply, that they may be sound in the
faith." This, of course, isto be donein love and with aright spirit.

WORD OF LIFE BREAKSDOWN WALL S—It issad to see how Word of Lifeis bringing together staunch
New Evangelicals and professing Fundamentalists. But its "2003 schedule of speakers included the president of
Dallas Theological Seminary, the senior pastor of Moody Church, the president of the Southern Baptist
Convention, and the chancellor emeritus of Moody Bible Institute. All of these are New Evangelicals who
support Graham-style ecumenical evangelism and radically ecumenical organizations such as Promise Keepers.”
Joining them are Tennessee Temple University Pres. Dr. David Bouler, Dan Gelatt (assistant to the director of
ABWE), etc. [O Timothy, Vol. 20, Issue 10]

THE MINISTRY OF MARRIAGE isthetitle of anew book by popular marriage seminar speaker Dr. Jim
Binney who founded L.E.A.D. (Leadership Enrichment and Development. Dr. Frank Garlock wrote the
Foreword. Dr. Binney says that couples who hope to test their compatibility by living together before tying the
knot are 80 percent more likely to divorce than those who do not. Y ou may order this 232-page book from BJU
Press, Greenville, SC 29614-0060. Contact Mary Jordan by e-mail at: mjordan@bjup.com for questions.

ACCC MEETING—ASsACCC Exec. Secretary Dr. Ralph Colas put it: "Dr. John McKnight and his wonderful
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church family were most gracious hosts. The music, by a Clearwater Christian College group, was Christ-
honoring, messages were on target, and the fellowship was sweet.” Some of the speakers. John McKnight
(ACCC Pres.), John Ashbrook, Richard Harris, Clay Nuttall, Ed Panosian (BJU), Morris McDonald, Frank
McClelland, and Ron Cooke (in place of George Y oustrawho had foot surgery). Mike Brown presented
resolutions on topics below, e.g.: The growing acceptance of Homosexuality, Schuller & the NAE, Biblical
Separation, Harold Camping, Commendation of Pres. Bush, Judicial Activism, and God of Sports. The theme of

this 62nd Annual Conference (Dublin, MD), "The Trust Committed to Us."

NEW BAPTIST HISTORICAL SOCIETY—Last July at Maranatha Baptist Bible College in Watertown, Wi
the Fundamental Baptist Historical Society was organized. Bob Dalton isits secretary and Dr. David Cummins,
apastor and evangelist for over 40 years, isits president. The latter co-authored the daily devotional This Day in
Baptist History. The F.B.H.S. was born out of a concern to see the great Baptist heritage and distinctives given
proper emphasisin atime of seeming de-emphasis and neglect among Baptists. It will publish "The Baptist
Historian," aquarterly paper with articles on great Baptist heroes, issues, events, doctrinal distinctives and other
areas of interest. "The Society will also have speakers available to share our Baptist heritage in our churches,
Christian schools, and colleges." The Baptist Historian welcomes articles, apt quotes, and comments from
readers. To receive this quarterly or to send articles or correspondence, write to The Baptist Historian, 8013
Fieldstone Road, Knoxville, TN 37938. Please attend the Fundamental Baptist History Symposium at Burge
Terrace Baptist Church in Indianapolis, January 20-22, 2004.
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BIBLE IN MAGAZINE FORMAT FOR TEEN GIRL S—Teen girls are turning for advice—about fashion,
dating and getting along with their parents—to Revolve, a perky youth-oriented NT in magazine format using
Thomas Nelson's New Century Version text. Revolve has been so popular that a"Bible" geared toward teenage

boysis planned for next year. But some are concerned that it may compromise, or trivialize, the Gospel message
(9/29 Chr. News, 9/27 Houston Chron.).

CCW MUSIC BRINGSGREAT CHANGES TO CHURCHES—Contemporary Christian Worship musicis
spreading across al denominational lines. And when it enters a church, it brings more than a change in music. It
brings aworldly philosophy of Christianity and a gradual lowering of all standards of morality and doctrine (O
Timothy). CCW is a catalyst for the ecumenical movement and the emerging world church of Antichrist. Be
warned, Be wise, Beware!

HATE CRIME LAWS ARE DANGER FOR CHRISTIANS—Hate crime laws create protected categories of
victims who are seen as more important than other victims. The FBI's 1999 list of 7,876 hate crimes—defined as
"acriminal offense committed against a person, property, or society which is motivated, in whole or in part, by
the offender's bias against arace, religion, disability, sexual orientation, or ethnicity-national origin." (5/03
C.Today) Laws prohibiting discrimination against homosexuals have been used to bar religious leaders from
guoting scripture as abasis for calling homosexuality asin.

GAY UNIONS BRIEF—A recent study on homosexual relationships [Dutch] finds they last 1 %2 years on
average. By contrast, among heterosexuals, 67 percent of first marriages [U.S.] last at least 10 years. The Dutch
study found that men in homosexual relationships on average have eight partners a year outside those
relationships (7/28 Chr. News). Marriage was created in large part to sustain child-rearing. It is a union born of
the need to procreate and protect one's offspring. It ensures the survival of the human race (8/31 CN).

ABORTION DRUG RU-486 DANGER—Two women have died in the U.S. after taking RU-486, also called
mifepristone, since the FDA approved it two years ago. A pro-life activist says. "We want this drug taken off the
market because it kills human beings...most often the unborn.” It can cause prolonged bleeding and severe
cramps. RU-486 is not just "baby poison,” it is potential poison for mothers who take it.
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HAITI OFFICIALLY SANCTIONS VOODOO—Voodoo venerates a mixture of African gods and Catholic
saints and practices spiritism. Recently Pres. Aristide declared it an officially recognized religion. Pastors and
others are skeptical.

NAVY CHAPLAIN SUCCEEDS OGILVIE—Rear Admiral Barry Black was recently selected as chaplain of
the Senate to replace L1oyd John Ogilvie, a Presbyterian minister who retired in March. Black isthe first
African American and the first Seventh-day Adventist to serve in this position. The SDA isusually listed as a
Sabbath-keeping, Law-enslaving cult.

GORBACHEV'S PROPAGANDA TOUR COMES TO AUBURN—Mikhail Gorbachev is an admitted
lifelong Leninist (communist) and has supported worldwide repression, terrorism, and nuclear proliferation to
terrorist states. Russia's so-called transformation under him, Y eltsin, Primakov, and Putin has been a colossal
deception (9/22 New Amer.). Lifelong communists still control the centers of Russian power: the presidency, the
Congress, the military, the secret police, the media, the judiciary. He in Oct. came to Middle America
(Wisconsin's Fox Cities, Auburn Univ, e.g.) as co-chairman of the Earth Charter Commission (10/1/00 CC). He
is chief drafter of a"new Ten Commandments' to guide humanity into a new world order. But he said he
wondersif a"democratic world order is at all possible." (10/7 H. Times) A couple of years or so ago he took his
charm offensive to Union University (SBC) and to Robert Schuller. The $87,000 Auburn shelled out for his
speech came from student activity fees, not state funds.

FEDERAL MARRIAGE AMENDM ENT—This amendment was offered last May and reads. "Marriage in
the U.S. shall consist only of the union between a man and awoman. Neither this constitution or the constitution
of any state, nor state or federal law, shall be construed to require that marital status or the legal instruments
thereof be conferred upon unmarried couples or groups.” (9/03 NLJ) To be added to the Constitution, it must be
passed by 2/3 of the U.S. House and Senate and ratified by 3/4 of the state legislature (by majority vote only
without the signature of the governors).

MISS. COURT RULESFETUSHAS'PERSON' STATUS—The Mississippi Supreme Court ruled Aug. 21
that afetusisa'person” worthy of some legal protections under state law, that awoman had the right to pursue
awrongful death lawsuit on behalf of her unborn child (9/11 Ala.Bapt.). Under Mississippi law, women already
had the right to sue for the wrongful death of babies born prematurely or late-term fetuses that otherwise would
have been expected to live had they been born. However, the new ruling expands that right to mothers with
unborn children that have not reached the so-called state of "viability," or ability to live outside the womb.

ACCC 62ND ANNUAL CONVENTION, Darlington, MD, Oct. 21-23. More on thisin the next CC. Call
410/457-5101.

TRUTH MIXED WITH ERROR ISNOT TRUTH—"The Roman Catholic Church does teach some truth,
but whenever God's truth is co-mingled with the errors of men, it is no longer truth. In fact the mixture becomes
much more insidious than outright error. Rarely will people be gullible enough to believe an outright lie, but
when the lie is covered with a veneer of truth it becomes easier to deceive the unsuspecting. If someone drops a
drop of poison into a high protein drink, it is no longer healthy, but deadly. So it is when anyone adds anything
to the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Rather than it being the power of God for salvation, the mixture has become fatal
to al those who believeit...." (Proclaiming the Gospel, Sep.-Oct. 2003) "Be not deceived...."

RHEMA '"WORD OF FAITH' PREACHER DIED—Rev. Kenneth Hagin, founder of many media outreaches
and ministries, died Sept. 19 at age 86. He claimed to have died at age 15, went to hell and was brought back to
life. He says Jesus appeared to him eight times and talked with him. He has been charged with rejecting historic
Christianity and with being as heretical asthe Mormon Church (4/15/96 CC).

EVOLVING HUMANIST MANIFESTOS—Sraightway Editor Dr. H.T. Spence writes: "Our society has
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become atheistic in its avoidance of God in every compartment of life. Evolution has permeated every context
of human existence with its conspicuous absence of God in the conversation of man's origin...." ICR founder
Dr. Henry Morris writes: "The American Humanist Association has led in the devel opment...of a new Humanist
Manifesto..." Humanist Manifesto | (1933) was published at the time when John Dewey and others organized
the AHA. Humanist Manifesto 11 (1973) stated: "No deity will save us;, we must save ourselves." Humanist
Manifesto 111 (1980, 2003) states: "Humans are an integral part of nature, the result of unguided evolutionary
change. Humans recognize nature as 'self-existing.” To bring nations into one centralized government and all
the religions to universalism, acclimatization of society (now occurring) to secularism is the next step.

PURPOSE-DRIVEN PASTOR OR CEO LEADER?—A letter in the 10/2 Alabama Baptist was a partly
tongue-in-cheek response from areader: "May we just skip over the role of pastors to preach the word of God
and go directly to a CEO leader for our church? We would be amazed at the money we could make with aleader
who is a budget whiz, a marketing expert and a great entertainer. | can feel my vision expanding now.
Unfortunately, it's tunnel vision. Out with pastors and preachers, and in with leaders. Can we throw out the
deacon body aso? There are some of them who think churches should be God-centered rather than growth-
centered. How radical and old fashioned can we get?"'

ANNE LAMOTT, UNORTHODOX VIEW S—She describes herself as aleft-wing pacifist "who isalso a
born-again Christian." Anne Lamott, afavorite of many Christian college students, and whose books have sold
millions, says: "I did not mean to be a Christian. | have been very clear about that." She tells of encountering the
presence of Jesus for the first time 12 years ago. She is a Presbyterian now, speaks of conversion, and becoming
a Christian. But she refersto "our Mother Father God." She says sheis"liberal in all my views' and: "I just
recoil at the hellfire and brimstone condemnation and shaming language of extreme right-wing Christianity."
[From an interview by Susan Olasky, 9/20 World] In a January 2003 interview with Christianity Today, sheis
said to be a"hard-core liberal." She says she thinks that people from other faiths who don't believe in Jesus are
God's children and will go to heaven. Thisis universalism. She believes personhood doesn't start at conception.
In one week after having an abortion sheis said to have surrendered to Jesus "in her own version of the sinner's
prayer, punctuated with [avulgar term]."

B.W.A. PRESIDENT BEGS SBC TO STAY—Baptist World Alliance president Billy Kim appealed to the
Southern Baptist Executive Committee: "1 beg you, stay with usin the Baptist World Alliance.” (10/2 Ala.
Baptist) But unresolved questions about the BWA's processes in granting BWA membership to the Cooperative
Baptist Fellowship, aleftist breakaway group, isamain problem. It caused the SBC last June to reduce its
allocation to the BWA by $125,000.

PK HAS NEW L EADER—Promise Keepers has named Thomas Fortson, Jr., asits new president and CEO
(10/2/03 AgapePress). He replaces outgoing president and founder Bill McCartney (see 10/03 CC). Fortson's
goalsfor PK includes growing its U.S. base and expanding its global outreach. PK drew 1 million people
annually to its events at stadiums in the mid-1990s but attendance has dropped in recent years.

NCC GENERAL ASSEMBLY MEET S—Jackson, Miss. will host the National Council of Churches, USA's
Nov. 4-6. annual General Assembly. Many specia guests will join delegates from the liberal NCC's 36
Protestant, Orthodox and Anglican member churches, which, in turn comprise 50 million adherents in 140,000
local congregations nationwide. The 280-member General Assembly is the highest legislative body of the
nation's leading ecumenical body through which U.S. churches work to address people's "spiritual” and social
needs. It will also elect new |leaders for 2004-2007.

GRAHAM WELCOMED LIBERALS EARLY—For whatever motive, Billy Graham, quite early in his
ministry, while still professing to be a separatist, welcomed liberals and eventually Roman Catholics into...his
crusades (C.E.C. Journal, Mar-Apr.). Thus began a parting of the ways between true separated fundamentalists
and those who wanted to be more conciliatory in their thinking toward liberal, New Evangelical and religious-
but-lost "Christians.”
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GARNER TED ARMSTRONG DEAD AT 73—Religious broadcaster Garner Ted Armstrong, who split from
his father's (Herbert W.) Worldwide Church of God, has died, his son Mark announced. He founded other
organizations after splitting from his father. His father's cult was known for Old Testament practices and
unorthodox theology. A lawsuit was filed by a masseuse who claimed he (Garner Ted) sexually assaulted her
during a 1995 massage session.

ANGLICAN CHURCH DIVIDED OVER HOMOSEXUAL CLERICS—The U.S. Episcopal Churchisa
branch of the Anglican Church. Both of these are in turmoil recently provoked by the Episcopal Church's
decision in August to confirm a homosexual man as a bishop, who had left wife and family yearsago to livein a
homosexual relationship with alongtime partner. As acrisis looms, and apostasy deepens, there is agrowing
acceptance of homosexual practice.

PRIEST ABUSE SCANDAL—The Roman Catholic Church and most Protestant churches now allow
homosexuals, including practicing homosexuals, to serve as clergymen. Catholic authorities now say that about
half of Catholic seminarians and priests are homosexuals (4/14 Christian News). Priestly sex scandalsin the
U.S. Roman Catholic Church were few and far between before seminaries began accepting homosexuals in the
1960s. Homosexuals in the priesthood are now estimated to be between 30 and 60 percent.

NEWS NOTES—Chris Hindal, chairman of the policy committee of the GARBC, is seeking ideas for a
possible name change for the GARBC. *** Dr. Kevin Bauder was formally installed as president of Central
Baptist Theological Seminary (Minn.), Oct. 12. *** Of the 27 million evangelical and charismatic Protestantsin
Brazil, 18.9 million are charismatics; over half of Brazil's Protestants are women. Assemblies of God isthe
largest charismatic group.
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McCARTNEY TO RESIGN PROMISE KEEPERS—Former U. of Colorado football coach Bill McCartney
will resign as head of Promise Keepers. Per AP, he plans to step down, effective October 1, to spend more time
with hisfamily. He has been on board-approved leave since March caring for his wife who suffers from a severe

respiratory illness. McCartney informed the PK board of his decision last week, telling members that during his
leave he had sensed his leadership of the organization was coming to an end and that God had assigned him to
the role of husband and grandfather. But McCartney said PK's ministry is needed now more than ever, and he is
"confident that the Lord will direct and empower the ministry to move forward." The PK board has named a
committee to select McCartney's successor. Heis said to have enabled millions of men to find their identity in
Christ and become better husbands, fathers, and church and community leaders. The ecumenical PK will
continue to solicit its founder's "advice, counsel and expressions of love."

WCC LEADER CALLSFUNDAMENTALISM 'GREATEST ENEMY OF RELIGION'—Catholicos
Aram | was moderator of the recent World Council of Churches Central Committee meeting in Geneva. It isthe
WCC's main governing body. Aram is concerned that interreligious dialogue is not given a high enough priority
in the WCC's ecumenical witness. He said the co-existence of religions is becoming shaky, and said
fundamentalism is “the greatest enemy of religion and the most dangerous force of our times.” [8/26 PCUSA
NEWS He added: “Overcoming fundamentalism is an urgent and top priority for all religions.” Asthe
ecumenical drive for unity intensifies, more pressure and persecution will come to nonconformist
fundamentalists who stand for God's truth. It would perhaps be more accurate to say “religion (salvation by
works) is the greatest enemy of fundamental Christianity.”

TILTON BACK TO HISOLD SCAM—Remember TV preacher Robert Tilton who was discredited by
scandal in 1991 by ABC-TV's“Prime Time Live” which accused him of discarding thousands of viewer prayer
reguests he was supposed to pray over? Well, since then ajury found him guilty of fraud. And now the thrice-
married Tilton is back to babbling in tongues and badgering viewers for $1,000 vows just like the old days (8/17
Dallas Morn. News). Amid reports, by his second ex-wife, of drunken rages he has now paid $1.4 million for an
ocean-front lot and is building a new home on it. On a Tilton video—where every day is the same and every
show isidentical—heislikely raking in millions with a prosperity gospel ministry of “blessingsto givers.” He
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uses reruns from a 1999 video and an automated phone menu and visualizes viewers who need to give to
receive.... Thiswould be funny, but for the sad deception.

EVOLUTION TAUGHT BY CATHOLICS, MAINL INERS—Professors in the mainline non-fundamentalist
seminaries and university divinity schools today accept the “evolutionary view of reality” rather than the
“creationist view.” (9/8 Chr. News). Pope John Paul |1 rejects the natural interpretation of the Genesis account
of creation and allows for the notion that man and the universe gradually evolved from some primary organism.
Evidence abounds for creation (Psa. 19:1, e.g.). These “scholars’ are “willingly ignorant” (11 Pet. 3:5).

PAGAN WORSHIP MORE ACCEPTABLE TO EPISCOPALIANSTHAN

HOMOSEXUALITY ?—While Christians lament the election of an openly homosexual at the recent Episcopal
General Convention, few realize that the Episcopal Church has condoned outright paganism for years. Its
bishops have turned a blind eye to pagan intrusion of its majestic cathedrals. Occult rituals at New Y ork's
Cathedral of St. John the Divine and San Francisco's Grace Cathedral have sent a message that the Biblical God
isonly one of amultitude of equal deities (Berit Kjos, 9/8 Christian News). California’s Epis. Bishop William
Swing in 1996 founded the United Religions Initiative, a globalist organization with the UN asits model to
bring all religions together to dialogue.

PAX CHRISTI USA ANTI-WAR CATHOLICS—Gabano Zavala, Auxiliary Bishop of Los Angeles, was
named in August to head Pax Christi USA, the national Catholic “peace” movement. The international
movement has consultative status at the UN and has been linked with the Catholic “liberation theology” and
“Christian Marxism” movement in Central America, etc. Pax Christi USA reaches over half amillion Catholics
in the U.S. and seems rather radical and left-wing (see 4/1/01 CC & 8/23/03 H. Times). Darlene Ehinger, wife of
the Huntsville Times' Editorial Page Editor, isfacilitator for Pax Christi Huntsville (Ala.).

ISLAMIC JESUSVS. CHRISTIAN JESUS—The Christian Jesus is the virgin-born Son of God, the eternal
God, the Creator, co-equal and co-eternal with the Father and Holy Spirit. He died for our sins, rose physically
from the dead, and is coming back physically and visibly one day. The Islamic Jesusis said to be one of God's
prophets but inferior to Muhammad who brought Allah's final revelations to man. The Quran denies the Trinity
and that Jesus Christ is the Son of God, and any Muslim who believes in the deity of Jesus has committed “the
one unforgivable sin” and it will send that person to hell. Muslims do believe that Jesus is the Messiah, virgin-
born and sinless (9/4 Ala. Baptist). [ISlam is not the peaceful religion it claimsto be. We don't hear modern-day
Muslims condemn the atrocities and murders of Christians. By not condemning it, they condoneit.]

GARBC POSTPONESDECISION ON CEDARVILLE—The GARBC's Council of Eighteen announced that
because of Cedarville University's recent relationship with the Southern Baptist Convention, Cedarville would
no longer be a partner with the GARBC. Ohio Southern Baptists, since their state meeting in November 2002,
call Cedarville a partner and recommend it as a university for their students, and Cedarville can now advertisein
SBC publications and at SBC conventions. Although there has been a remarkable resurgence in conservative
theology in the SBC over the past 24 years, the Council noted there is still aliberal presence, most notably in the
SBC colleges, which puts Cedarville in arelationship with an organization that permits the presence of liberals.
[At its 2003 conference last June,] a messenger moved that the action be tabled until the 2004 conference to
allow athorough review of the partnering agreement. The motion was approved by the messengers. Therefore,
Cedarville currently continues as a partner with the GARBC [Baptist Bulletin]. We think thisis a sad scenario
and atragic example of where new-evangelical compromise often leads.

WCC UPDATE—The World Council of Churches was formed in 1948 in Amsterdam and now has 342
member churches. Until recently, it has had a somewhat near monopoly on the liberal ecumenical movement.
The Roman Catholic Church is not a member but works cooperatively with the WCC. The WCC meets about
every six years, the next meeting planned for Porto Alegre, Brazil, in 2006. At a recent meeting of the WCC
powerful Central Committee, Dr. Sam Kobia was elected as the new General Secretary. He will succeed Dr.
Konrad Raiser, and takes office Jan. 2004. Habitat For Humanity is now an International Ecumenical
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Organization partnering with the WCC. One |leader suggested that the WCC widen its circle so that Evangelicals
and Pentecostals would be welcome at WCC's ecumenical table.

JOHN STOTT SPEAKS OUT ON PLURALISM—Anglican theolog Dr. John R.W. Stott said in a Chr.
Today interview (9/03): “Pluralism is not just recognition that thereis aplurality of faithsin the world today.
That is an obvious fact. No, pluralism isitself an ideology. It affirms the independent validity of all faiths. It
rejects as arrogant and unacceptable every attempt to convert anybody...to our opinions.” He said “We must be
careful not to romanticize the churches of the developing world, for they have their blemishes, as we have
ours....Nevertheless, we can affirm that their God isthe living God....” ONLY if it isthe LORD of the Bible!
Stott has long pushed for social action, liturgical reform, and ecumenical relations with Catholics and the WCC.
He pleads for unity in diversity on things like charismatic manifestations and “ sacraments.” He saysin biblical
imagery fire's main function is to destroy, and while the fire of hell may be eternal and unquenchable, it would
be very odd if what is thrown into it proves indestructible (3/2/00 CC). The biblical hell isaliteral place of
everlasting fiery torment.

'GOODBYE MOODY!"—Moody Bible Institute recently said its Moody magazine would soon cease
publication (4/03 CC). The July-Aug. Foundation traced the good beginning and sad ending. An excerpt:
“Clearly, Moody Bible Institute and each of its various outreach ministries publicly identified with the
fundamentalist movement and separated from unbelievers as well as from those who sought to find common
ground with ones who propagated or embraced false doctrine. As time went on, however, [MBI] and its
ministries began to change. Rather than embracing the militantly fundamentalist position of those who had gone
before, [MBI] began to soften its attitude toward, and eventually embraced, a New Evangelical theology and
philosophy of ministry. Gradually, [it] hired faculty and administrators who were sympathetic to the goals of the
New Evangelicalism and antagonistic toward militant fundamentalism....”

REGENT PROF. SAYSCATHOLICS, EVANGELICALSNOT FAR APART—Dr. Stephen Parker, an
associate professor at Pat Robertson's Regent University, took part in a Pentecostal/Catholic Int'l Dialogue in
Germany July 15-22. Parker said Catholics and evangelicals have more in common than many may imagine
(8/28 AgapePress). He says Catholics affirm the same gospel as evangelicals. He glosses over a major
difference apparently oblivious to its significance. He said: “...[W]hile evangelicals refer to salvation as a
specific event that took place in their life, Catholics tend to talk about the Lord being at work in their life as an
ongoing 'process.”

IBFI WON'T JOIN MERGER—The proposed merger of four Baptist fellowships (see April CC) now will be
between three at the most, per the Plains Baptist Challenger. The bold plan by John Rawlings was firmly
rejected in a5/21 IBFI resolution. BBFI President Bill Monroe backed it but IBFI leaders Charles Wetherbee
and Raymond Barber said no.

UNIVERSALISM—A book, IF GRACE ISTRUE: Why God Will Save Every Person, isreviewed in the 9/03
Chr. Today. New Ager Madeleine L'Engleis quoted: “ All will be redeemed in God's fullness of time, al, not
just the small portion of the population who have been given the grace to know and accept Christ.” “Theresa
significant distinction between universalism—the view that all people will be saved, indeed, in some versions,
that Satan himself will one day be redeemed—and the position often called 'inclusivism," according to which
people who have not knowingly accepted Christ may nevertheless be saved by his sacrifice on the cross, for God
can read their hearts.” But Jesus spoke of souls condemned to “outer darkness.” In the authors desire to
emphasize the power of God's grace and His “infinite patience,” they end up trivializing human freedom.

DANGERS OF NEW EVANGELICALISM—ACCC Exec. Secretary Dr. Ralph Colas has been over the
globe this year (Geneva, Switzerland, Brazil, Singapore, and major USA) attending with press credentials and
reporting on significant New Evangelical and liberal events. Reports on the National Religious Broadcasters and
the National Association of Evangelicals conferences are now ready for mailing. L eaders of these ecumenical
organizations have long been at the forefront of the New Evangelical movement. Some excerpts from Dr. Colas
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cover letter: New Evangelicalism attempts to make evangelical truth more “relevant” and acceptable to alarger
segment of society. While many New Evangelicals will not warmly embrace liberalism, they desire more
interaction and dialogue with liberal scholars and leaders. Thisreport gives a classic example of this. The NAE
has invited Dr. Robert Schuller, a blatant apostate and universalist, to speak at its 2004 convention. NAE's new
president, Dr. Ted Haggard, said its next convention deals with the megachurch and Schuller's Crystal Cathedral
is such a church. Evidently, New Evangelical leaders overlook the fact that the God of the Fundamentalist is one
God while the God of the modernist is another. New Evangelicalism is dangerous because it seeks to neutralize
and then compromise the true gospel with liberalism. The NRB and NAE have accepted into membership the
Worldwide Church of God. Though it now claims to be an orthodox remnant of the old Armstrong cult, its
doctrinal statement contradicts the claim. The NRB this year even permitted the Roman Catholic Church and
Greek Orthodox Church to lease display space to share their non-Biblical propaganda. New Evangelicalismisa
subtle system and is expanding its influence. Its “ scholarly” promoters claim to be loyal to Scriptures and Bible-
believing separatists can agree with many doctrines they claim to believe, but there are vital differences! [Write
for these and other reports from ACCC, Box 5455, Bethlehem, PA 18015. E-mail is. accc@juno.com Gifts to
help with mailing appreciated.]
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CHRISTIANITY FADESIN THE WEST—In England, the percentage of citizens who are in church on a
given Sunday is 27 percent. West Germany has a church-going rate of 14 percent. In Denmark and Norway,
only 5 percent bother to attend church on Sunday mornings. In Sweden, Iceland, and Finland, only 4 percent go

to church. Theological liberalism is at the core of this decline. (Gene Edward Veith, 7/26 World)

HOLLYWOOD STARS WAY TO SLOW DIVORCE RATE—Marriage is the foundation of civil society.
When the family falls apart, so does the nation and culture. Many Hollywood stars have slowed their divorce
rates by simply living together and having children without getting married. A strong effort is afoot to reinvent
marriage, extend it to couples of the same sex, form domestic partnerships, and live together (Veith).

BOOK OF MORMON A FRAUD—Christian News for July 21 says. "The Book of Mormon is not a Christian
document. It is founded on fiction and lies concocted by Joseph Smith, alying adulterer. Mormonism rejects
such basic Christian doctrines as the Trinity and justification by faith alone in the merits of Jesus Christ. Itisa
work-righteous cult." Its Book of Mormon is replete with fiction and contradictions. Next to Islam, Mormonism
isthe fastest growing religion in America.

CATHOLIC CLERGY ABUSE SUITS—The Boston archdiocese offers $55 million to settle over 500 clergy
sex abuse lawsuits (8/9 Huntsville Times). A judge in Louisville approved a $25.7 million settlement from the
Louisville archdiocese to 243 people sexually abused by its priests and employees (8/2 H. Times). The scandal
involved certain bishops not only turning a blind eye to numerous priests accused of molesting young
parishioners but reassigned them to other parishes where they continued to do harm.

BENNETT: 'GAMBLING'SNOT A SININ MY CHURCH'—Former secretary of education, drug czar and
author of Book of Virtues—Bill Bennett—for years has squandered time and millions of dollarsin gambling. He
now apologizes, says he is done with gambling, but says "Gambling's not asin in my church.” But Catholic
Bingo often leads to a sinful gambling habit that equates to addiction. Be warned, be wise, beware!

GAMBLING LEADSTO OTHER SINS—The Internet has hooked millions of teensto easily-accessible
gambling (e.g., lottery tickets, sports-betting). Experts say those who start young are the most likely to develop
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addiction problems (7/14 Huntsville Times). A study shows that gamblers are more likely to drink, smoke, and
do drugs. Over 80 percent of American adults gamble at least occasionally—a possible reason for a worrisome
tolerance of youth gambling.

PEOPLE GROWING WEARY OF SODOMY MEDIA HYPE—Americans acceptance of homosexuality
has plummeted one month after the Supreme Court ruling banning state sodomy laws. New polls show that 49
percent do not consider homosexuality an acceptable aternative lifestyle and that 57 percent are opposed to
homosexual civil unions. Blamed in part is the ever-increasing promotion of sodomy in the mediaand in
education circles (8/7 Ala. Baptist). A senior policy analyst says the poll may indicate that "people

are getting sick and tired of the media and Hollywood shoving homosexuality in their faces at every turn.”

WOMEN'S SUPPORT FOR ABORTION DECLINING—A new study shows that American women's
support for abortion rights is declining — that 51 percent of women now believe abortion should be legally
prohibited in the overwhelming percentage of cases (7/24 Ala. Bapt.). Overall, the survey found 68 percent
believe there should be more restrictions on abortion.

FIRST OPENLY GAY EPISCOPAL BISHOP—The 2.3- million-member Episcopal Church (ECUSA) isa
branch of the 75-million-member Anglican Church. The election in August of Gene Robinson, the first openly
gay Episcopal bishop, now threatens a crisis that could lead to aworldwide split. Heisadivorced father of two
and has been living with his male partner for over 13 years. Some are aready breaking relations over the
homosexual issue. Leaders say more congregations and clergy would leave the ECUSA if they weren't tied to
property (they would loseit if they left) and pension benefits, including medical insurance. (8/16 World)

'SAFE SIN'?—Safe sinisaflat contradiction. It would be like talking of a"healthy disease" or "harmless
poison” or "clean dirt" or a"lively death.” It would be like a mouse talking about a safe mousetrap or afish
speaking of a safe hook or a pig thinking of a safe slaughterhouse. SN ISNEVER SAFE. It is aways dangerous,
destructive, damning and always brings with it disastrous consequences. Y et people today say: "It isall right to
sin aslong as you practice SAFE SIN. Drunkenness is OK as long as someone sober drives you home. Narcotics
are OK aslong as you use clean needles. Sexual deviation is OK since it exists and so it should be approved.
Promiscuity is OK as long as you take safe precautions. It isall right to sin, but please, play it SAFE!" The Bible
gives the true perspective: "Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is finished,
bringeth forth death....For the wages of sinisdeath” (James 1:15; Rom. 6:23). Is there safety for sinners?
Indeed! God has good news for those "whosoevers' (John 3:16) that recognize their need for God's
righteousness. [An adapted excerpt from a quarter-page ad placed in USA TODAY by the Middletown (CT)
Bible Church, circulation 3 million].

PEARSON: 'SATAN HIMSELF MAY GO TO HEAVEN'?—At its annual meeting in May, the International
Communion of Charismatic Churches "affirmed and confirmed" that Bishop Carlton Pearson of Tulsa, isa
member in good standing. He recently caused afirestorm for preaching universal reconciliation, which says no
confession in Jesus as Savior is needed to go to heaven. The statement said "We ...recognize him [Pearson] as a
valuable leader in the body of Christ." Universal reconciliation was not discussed at the meeting, but a signatory
said the statement is an endorsement of Pearson and not his doctrine. Pearson recently said he believes Satan
himself may go to heaven.

CBF JOINSBWA, SBC CUTSBWA FUNDS—The Southern Baptist Convention voted at its June meeting in
Louisville to reduce its support of the Baptist World Alliance by 30 per cent ($125,000), and the BWA at its
meeting in Brazil accepted the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship into full BWA membership. The CBF, arather
liberal breakaway group of SBC dissidents, was opposed to SBC's "conservative" leadership and the SBC was
opposed to the CBF, which often criticized the SBC. The SBC remains the apostate BWA's biggest giver (8/2
World).

SBF AGAIN TO FEATURE SO. BAPTIST SPEAKERS—Thelist of speakers for the Oct. 6-8 Southwide
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Baptist Fellowship again includes Southern Baptists (Junior Hill and Johnny Hunt, e.g.). This conference, at
Tennessee Temple University, is promoted in a half-page ad in Jerry Falwell's 8/3 Nat'l Liberty Journal, and
also features Gary Coleman, Dino Pedrone, David Bouler, etc. Conservative So. Baptists are our brethren in the
Lord and are to be loved on apersonal level, but we cannot minister with them ecclesiastically without
compromising and confusing our testimony. Spurgeon preached separation from error and compromise. He said:
"That | might not stultify ['to make seem foolish’] my testimony | have cut myself clear of those who err from
the faith, and even from those who associate with them.” We do great harm to the cause of Christ by appearing
to condone the disobedience of those unequally yoked with unbelievers.

SIGHTLER'SWISH FOR THE SBF—The following is an excerpt from the July 18, 2003 Sword of the Lord
message of Dr. Harold Sightler at the 1985 Southwide Baptist Fellowship: "I hope that aslong as| live the
Southwide Baptist Fellowship will always take an uncompromising, fundamental stand, a separated stand. |
hope I will never live to see the day when a non-Baptist or a Southern Baptist will occupy the pulpit of the
Southwide Baptist Fellowship. Why would we need to call for a Southern Baptist to preach at the Southwide
Baptist Fellowship, an independent movement?' [ The SBF was born in 1954 at Highland Park Baptist Church.]

VAUGHN ELECTED NEW PRESIDENT OF FBFI—Dr. Rod Bell, Fundamental Baptist Fellowship
International President since 1977, announced Dr. John C. Vaughn as his successor at the board meeting in New
Hampshire last June. He had served as the Exec. Director and Exec. V-P for the |last several years. He has
pastored Faith Baptist Church in Taylors, SC for over 25 years. He will remain President Elect until the national
meeting in 2005 when Dr. Bell hands over the sword and becomes President Emeritus.

KENDALL HEADED DOWN CHARISMATIC PATH—Dr. R.T. Kendall has a new book describing his 25
years at Westminster Chapel (London), the G.Campbell Morgan and Martyn Lloyd Jones church. The book
confirms that Kendall indeed continues to forge ahead on the "Toronto Blessing,” charismatic highway
(10/15/01 CC). He comes across as very sincere, but drifting year by year into extreme charismatism (5-6/
Reform. Today). The services today are completely charismatic in format. An interesting but sad book!

CHARISMATIC HEALER CAN'T HEAL DAUGHTER— "Laughing Evangelist" Rodney Howard-Browne
has dubbed himself a"Holy Ghost bartender" serving up the "new wine" of Pentecostal fervor. He said (2/1/99
CC): "One night | was preaching on hell, and [laughter] just hit the whole place. The more | told people what
hell was like, the more they laughed." He should know that hell is not ajoke nor alaughing matter. Howard-
Browne, who teaches that God promises physical healing, does not intend to change his doctrine after his 16-
year-old daughter, who had cystic fibrosis died last Christmas. He believed to the end that she would be healed
(July Bapt.Bulletin). He said "The more she suffered, the more we attacked the enemy." He said her dying was
the worst career move the devil could have made.

MCcINTIRE GETSBELATED APOLOGY FROM PROMINENT NEW EVANGELICAL—Dr. Carl
Mclntire was atireless enemy of communism and religious liberalism. He was often castigated by liberals, and
by many new evangelicals, but Fuller Seminary Pres. Richard Mouw after Mclntire's death (March 2002)
candidly cast Mclntire in amore favorable light. He said of Mclntire (5/21/02 Chr. Today): "[His] insistence
that ecumenical leaders—in both the National and World Council of Churches—were giving aid and comfort to
the enemy when they warmly embraced visitors from the Soviet Bloc's Orthodox churches. 'These are agents of
the Communist government, folks!" he would insist...Like the ecumenical leaders...l dismissed his accusations
asfanatical rantings....[But] we know now that many of those Russian Orthodox |eaders were indeed conscious
leaders of their Marxist government....To my knowledge, no one in the world of ecumenical Protestantism ever
apologized for the cavalier manner in which they dismissed his charges. |, for one, believed we owed him an
apology....You wereright, Dr. Mcintire!"

PATTERSON ISPRESIDENT OF SOUTHWESTERN, NEAL | SPRESIDENT OF
SOUTHEASTERN—Former SBC president, and Southeastern Seminary president, Dr. Paige Patterson was
elected June 24 as president of SBC's Southwestern Seminary (8/14 Ala. Baptist). He succeeds retiring Kenneth
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Hemphill at Southwestern, and Bart Neal was named as interim president to succeed Patterson at Southeastern.

FUNDAMENTALISTS, WAKE UP!'—"It is not enough to be orthodox: we must awaken to action. We have
more apol ogists than apostles. Too many fundamentalists are sound—sound asleep! Our theology needsto go
up into doxology. We have the facts but not the fire. We have talked much farther along than we have walked.
We defend the truth, but we do not demonstrate the truth. We ponder it instead of proving it." (Vance Havner,
6/03 Faith & Freedom)

WHY GOOD MEN COMPROMISE—Heb. 2:1, "Therefore we ought to give the more earnest heed to the
things which we have heard, lest at any time we should let them dip." The idea here is not that they dlip away
from us but that we drift away from them....This drift away from truth, that is, the very Word of God, isthe
essence of compromise...Good men often have blind spotsin certain areas. Thisis something concerning which
we must al be careful, as none of us areimmune to the problem. Some areas of blindness may be regarding
friendships, tolerating evil, trimming to seek love, giving "soul-winners' the benefit of the doubt, fellowships, or
kinships, and many others. These all probably fall in the category of trimming our ways to seek love. Jer. 2:33
"Why trimmest thou thy way to seek love? Therefore hast thou also taught the wicked ones thy ways."
Jehoshaphat obviously had a problem in this area....[Dayton Hobbs, The Projector]

"THE MOST DANGEROUSDEVIATION ISTHE ONE CLOSEST TO YOUR OWN
POSITION." —John Ashbrook

Send commentsto jhuffman2@juno.com
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THE THRIVING PORN INDUSTRY—The smut industry now pullsin estimated annual profits of $10
billion. An estimated 25,000 video storesin the U.S. now rent and sell hard-core films (6/2 New American). The
U.S. isnow by far the world's leading producer of porn, cranking out hard-core videos at the astonishing rate of

about 211 new titles each week.

PLAIN TRUTH JOINED NAE, BUT DENIESHEL L—The Plain Truth Ministries was formerly known as
the Worldwide Church of God. Under its founder, Herbert W. Armstrong, it adhered to many heretical
doctrines, including denial of the Triune God. After Armstrong's death, under the leadership of its new
president, Joseph Tkach, the [cult] supposedly underwent atotal transformation, converting to Trinitarian belief
and to evangelical Christian doctrine. It was voted into the National Association of Evangelicalsin 1997 and
soon later adopted the name Plain Truth Ministries. But despite the evangelical affirmations and assertions, it
continues to adhere to unbiblical heretical doctrines including the denial of an eternal hell [June-July Fund.
Digest]. A 7/03 Chr. Today article shows leaders now debating what to do with the valuable, immacul ate 55-
acre Ambassador College campus.

CONTEMPLATIVE PRAYER, NEW AGE MY STICISM—A 2002 book A Time of Departing by Ray

Y ungen is arevealing account of a universal spirituality that has infiltrated much of the church today. This book
exposes subtle strategies to compromise the gospel message with Eastern mystical concepts cloaked in the
wrappings of contemplative prayer [from back cover]. The underlying premise of contemplative spirituality
(promoted throughout evangelicalism) isthat al paths lead to God, thus refuting the Cross of Jesus Christ.
Richard Foster, Thomas Merton, Matthew Fox, and others' teachings are given close scrutiny. The author pulls
no punches, and states that contemplative prayer is heretical and is connected to New Age occultism and Eastern
mysticism. The subtlety of the contemplative spirituality is evident, e.g., on page 116: "...[l]nstead of opposing
Christianity, the occult would capture [it] and then useit...for spreading New Age consciousness!" And, page
117: "This unity of spiritual thought would not be a single one-world denomination but would have a unity-in-
diversity agenda." Merton says: "The Christian is not to become a Hindu or a Buddhist, nor aHindu or a
Buddhist to become a Christian. But each must assimilate the spirit of the others...." Satan is clever! [To order
thisimportant book, call toll free: 866/876-3910.]

http://home.hiwaay.net/~contendr/2003/8-2003.html (1 of 4) [17/02/2005 01:57:59 p.m.]



Calvary Contender - August 2003

MEXICO, A CATHOLIC NATION—The July Charisma reported that a growing revival is sweeping through
Latin America, "where the mgjority of believers are Pentecostals." Pastors, leaders, and lay people representing
over 20,000 churches converged in the world's largest city (over 23 million) for aMarch of Glory. Thisisour
neglected mission field.

WHAT'SWRONG WITH HARRY POTTER?—A "huge Harry Potter fan" writes this: "No one can deny
that J.K. Rowling's Harry Potter series of books is purely about witchcraft, wizardry and the occult.” (6/21 H.
Times) Harry and his friends are fond of disrespecting authority, breaking the rules, lying, cheating, stealing and
swearing. Harry Potter is dangerous because it popularizes, promotes or even intentionally hides real witchcraft
and occult rituals (3/1 CC). It is extremely popular, however. "One of every 10 books bought in the U.S. in 1999
was a Harry Potter."(6/20 H.Times)

COURT STRIKESDOWN STATE ANTI-SODOMY LAW S—The Supreme Court's rejection of state anti-
sodomy laws is a decisive endorsement of gay rights. This ruling came just aweek after a court in Canada lifted
aban on same-sex marriages. A Canadian observed: "Nowhere in the world has a court ruled the heterosexual
definition of marriage violates human rights.” Justice Scalia said the U.S. court ruling will lead to government-
sanctioned gay marriages (6/27 USA Today). He added: " State |laws against bigamy, same-sex marriage, adult
incest, prostitution, masturbation, adultery, fornication, bestiality and obscenity” are now open to question.
CWA chief counsel Jan LaRue said the court "magically discovered aright of privacy that includes sexual
perversion.” (USA Today). God cast sodomites out of the land in Old Testament times (1 Kings 14:24). What
about today?

GUNSA DANGER TO CHILDREN?—It is said that guns are a constant danger to children. But: Bathtubs
are twice as dangerous to children as guns. Fire is 18 times more dangerous....Cars are 57 times more
dangerous. Household cleaners and poisons are twice as dangerous. Defensive gun use stops more crimes than
police intervention (8/10/02 World). Defensive gun use by private citizens indicate that as many as 3.6 million
crimes annually are prevented by armed citizens.

DASCHLE NO LONGER CATHOLIC—Sen. Tom Daschle's home Catholic diocese in So. Dakota sent him
aletter directing to remove from his congressional biography and campaign documents all referencesto his
standing as a member of the Catholic Church Thisisn't exactly excommunication, which is unnecessary, since
he made himself ineligible for communion almost 20 years ago with his divorce and remarriage. The report
cited his consistent political opposition to Catholic teachings on moral issues, especially abortion (7/03 Baptist
Bulletin). But what about Ted Kennedy? Isn't he guilty of worse? Why give him a free pass?

LARRY BURKETT DIES—After along battle with cancer and heart disease, Larry Burkett died July 4. He
joined Campus Crusade staff in 1973. In 1976, this ministry became Christian Financial Concepts, and later,
Crown Financial Ministries. He authored over 70 books and was on over 1,000 radio stations.

HAGEE SAYSIF MEMBERS AREN'T PROSPERING, IT'SBECAUSE THEY'RE NOT
GIVING—Popular charismatic preacher Dr. John Hagee boldly condemns sin, but beware of certain of his
teachings. In arecent interview with a San Antonio paper, he told his audience: "When you give, it qualifies you
to receive God's abundance." He said: "If God gives to you before you give to him, God himself will become a
liar. ...If you're not prospering, it's because you're not giving." (7/7 Chr. News) This seems rather strong and
presumptive language and, does giving automatically qualify usto receive "God's abundance'? We are
unworthy and undeserving of the least of Hisfavors. Dr. Jerry Falwell last year invited Hagee to bring a
Patriotic Message at his Independence Day Celebration (July 3). A 1994 Falwell paper had featured an article
suggesting Hagee is probably a heretic. (8/02 CC)

JOYCE MEYER, POPULAR CHARISMATIC MINISTER—Charisma magazine calls Joyce Meyer
"Americas most popular woman minister.” Other cited sourcesin the July 7 Christian News say she "deviates
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widely from the Scripture in her teachings on demons and other matters.” Her teaching is a " mass of
contradictions and confusion.” Her "Baptism of the Holy Spirit" came at age 36. She claims specia ongoing
messages, not from the Word...but from angels. Meyer is "mired in...mysticism." She, John Hagee, and other
charismatic |eaders are said to be living rather "high on the hog."

BEESON ECUMENICAL EXTRAVAGANZA—Beeson Divinity School of Samford University and
Wycliffe Hall of Oxford are sponsoring an ecumenical conference in Oct. on GOD The Holy Trinity: A
Conference on Faith & Christian Life, Birmingham, Ala. Beeson's Dean, Timothy George, writes. "This
conference brings together Roman Catholic, Orthodox, and Evangelical Christians to celebrate the most
fundamental reality of biblical faith, namely, the one God of holiness and love: the Father, the Son, and the Holy
Spirit. In liberal theologies of the past, the Trinity was frequently regarded as an outmoded dogma with little
relevance to spirituality or contemporary church life...." Speakersinclude: George, Avery Cardinal Dulles[RC
Jesuit], J.I. Packer, Cornelius Plantinga, Jr. [Calvin Seminary president], Alister McGrath, and Frederica
Matthewes-Green [NPR]. George hopes this conference will encourage the kind of ecumenica engagement that
will be helpful. Beeson is a member of the NAE and is part of Samford Univ. [The latter was until recently an
SBC school, may still be, or may be joining the moderate/liberal CBF breakaway faction from the SBC.]

WCC POWERFUL COMMITTEE TO MEET IN GENEVA—American Council of Christian Churches
Exec. Secretary Dr. Ralph Colas reports that the Central Committee of the World Council of Churches will meet
at the Ecumenical Centre, Geneva, Switzerland from Aug. 26-Sept. 2, 2003. Among business the powerful
committee will deal with isthe matter of electing a new General Secretary. Dr. Konrad Raiser will end histime
as General Secretary at the end of 2003. Some have suggested that someone from the USA will be chosen at this
Central Committee Meeting. The theme for the next WCC Assembly in Porto Alegre, Brazil in 2006 will be
selected. "Caring For Life" will be the topic for the plenary sessionsin Geneva. That in itself is an oxymoron
since the WCC defends awoman's choice to have an abortion. If it cared for life, it would cry out against the
murder of the unborn. The WCC continues to reach out to Pentecostals and Evangelicals to further broaden its
ecumenical base. A full report of the Geneva meeting will be forthcoming from the ACCC.

BOOKS TO CONSIDER—David Norris has some booklets that can be downloaded free, and a new book
dealing with decision-making, friendships, etc., is promoted at his Web site: www.emotionsanddecisions.com.
*** Dr. Lance Ketchum (Exec. Sec'y, Minn. Baptist Assoc.) has a new Web site for Disciple Maker Ministries
Bible Study materials. The URL is: www.disciplemakerministries.org/index.htm

HYBELS WILLOW CREEK LEADERSHIP SUMMIT—More than 30,000 |eaders and emerging leaders
across North Americawill attend the annual Leadership Summit, a gathering of church and business leaders
across the globe, August 7-9. It originates from Bill Hybels Willow Creek Community Church (near Chicago)
and is beamed by satellite to 60 locationsin U.S. and Canada. Speakers include: Hybels, Karen Hughes (former
presidential adviser to George W. Bush), Andy Stanley (pastor, North Point Community Church near Atlanta),
Jim Collins, and A.R. Bernard. The Willow Creek Association is organizing Leadership Summit 2003. Itisa
multi-denominational worldwide network of over 9,500 churches (includes cults—see 12/1/96 & 6/1/00 CCs)
and is currently growing at arate of athousand churches ayear. Hybelsis a perennia speaker for liberal Robert
Schuller.

CORNERSTONE PRESIDENT & CULTURAL MANDATE—Dr. Rex Rogers—president of Cornerstone
University, which until recently was a GARBC-approved school—calls for an unscriptural "cultural mandate” to
redeem culture (Summer '03 ABWE Message). To a point, there's nothing wrong in trying to make the world a
better place, but to put this alongside the Great Commission as an equal duty iswrong. God gave Adam, before
the Fall, adifferent commission or mandate. But we are not called to "Christianize" society and correct itsills.
We have a mandate to minister for our Master and to get the gospel over the world. Some New Evangelicals and
liberals tend to concern themselves more with the cultural mandate, and tread dangerously close to a Social
Gospel.
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CEDARVILLE NO LONGER FUNDAMENTALIST—On Jan. 3, 2003, the Web site of the Ohio
organization of the Southern Baptist Convention stated that Cedarville University had entered a partnership with
the State Convention of Baptistsin Ohio (see July CC). Pastor John Ashbrook in an Ohio Bible Fellowship
pamphlet writes: " Cedarville can no longer be considered a fundamentalist school....[1]t will no longer instruct
young pastors to separate from apostasy.” Get this pamphlet which also has a report on Wheaton College's
recently relaxed conduct code. Order it from OBF Visitor, 3865 No. High St., Columbus, OH 43214, 25 for
$6.00.

CAMPOLO APOLOGIZESFOR INTEMPERATE REMARKS—In aJuly 3 letter to [ Southern] Baptist
Press, popular liberal new-evangelical Tony Campolo apologized for the "intemperate manner in which | spoke
of those who differ with me" on the issues of homosexuality and women in ministry (7/14 Chr. News). The
comments were made in his address to the liberal Cooperative Baptist Fellowship, a breakaway faction from the
SBC. He said: "I do believe that organizations and social structures that deny women the right to exercise
spiritual gifts and actualize their spiritual potentialities are sinful, evil, and even instruments of the devil."

U. METHODISTS DROP HERESY CHARGES AGAINST BI SHOP SPRAGUE—United Methodist
Bishop C. Joseph Sprague of Chicago came under fire last year for a new book where he referred to the "myth
of the Virgin Birth." He also questioned the bodily resurrection, the role of Jesusin salvation, and recently said
the god of Islam isthe God of the Bible. But church members who sided with Sprague said room must be made
for different interpretations of Scripture.

IBFNA CONFERENCE—We were able to attend the recent Independent Baptist Fellowship of North America
(IBFNA) in Norwich, CT but for various reasons were unable to attend the Fundamental Baptist Fellowship (in
Concord, NH) as we usually do each year. We were blessed by the preaching and unity, and the resolve to
"champion the cause of Separation in a time when churches, schools and other ministries are yielding to the
maddening throng of contemporary worship, worldliness and selling out of the truth." Resolutions on

Cedarville, Separation, Harold Camping, etc. were passed. We need to support the IBFNA and pray for its
leaders.
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Calvary Contender Home Page

http://home.hiwaay.net/~contendr/2003/8-2003.html (4 of 4) [17/02/2005 01:57:59 p.m.]


mailto:jhuffman2@juno.com

Calvary Contender - July 2003

TED TURNER ISA WORRIED MAN—A 5/26 Fortune magazine article lists some of the reasons for his
worries. His media career is gone with the wind. His faith in the United Nations looks naive. (He still owes $627
million on his $1 billion pledge to the UN.) He thinks humanity's on the verge of extinction, and he's down to

hislast billion. He lists some of the reasons for being "tired, miserable, and worried." (Note the prideful use of
the letter "I" which isreminiscent of Lucifer in Isa. 14:12-15, and Nebuchadnezzar in Dan. 4:30.) Turner says:
"I built amulti-billion-dollar company, and | won the America's Cup. | was the greatest sailor in the world. | ran
through three wives and numerous girlfriends, and | wore them al out! | smoked through life..." He calls
himself an agnostic and says: "If thereisa God, he is not doing a good job of protecting the earth. He's kind of
checked out."

YWCA HIRESLESBIAN FEMINIST ASLEADER—The Y oung Women's Christian Association has hired
Patricia lreland to become its chief executive officer. Sheisthe former |eader of the National Organization for
Women (NOW), aradical feminist group that is pro-abortion and pro-homosexual. She is also an admitted
bisexual who has had a husband living in Florida and a female homosexual "partner" in Washington, DC. (AFA,
5/13) The focus may now be homosexual indoctrination of young girls, given her long history of promoting a
radical agenda. Sheisapoor role model for Christian girls.

CATHOLIC SEX SCANDAL: LAWSUITSINCREASE, DONATIONS DECREASE—From coast to
coast, lawsuits against the Roman Catholic Church are multiplying. About athousand new claims werefiled in
the past year, and more are likely to come (6/16 USN&WR). A $60 million clergy sex abuse lawsuit is pending
in Oregon. The Archdiocese of Louisville (Ky.) last month agreed to pay $25.7 million to 243 people who
accused priests and employees of child sex abuse (6/1 HT). Meanwhile, polls show that confidence in the
Catholic hierarchy has plummeted along with contributions. Nearly one quarter of Catholics have decreased
their giving due to the sex scandal. In Boston, donations have dropped to nearly half. Some dioceses are shifting
assetsto local parishes beyond the reach of alleged sexual abuse victims.

HUGH ROSS OPENS DOOR FOR THEISTIC EVOLUTION—Hugh Ross argues for "progressive
creationism” where creation days were long periods of time. He left Canada for Caltech and became evangelism
pastor of a Congregational church which he describes as charismatic (6/03 Charisma). He has been
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featured/endorsed by prominent New Evangelical leaders (see 5/1/98 CC). His "day age theory" teaching is said
by critics to be evolution in disguise, or a dangerous effort to make modern science acceptable at the expense of
truth. One describes him as "heretical at best and neo-orthodox at worst."

HERE COMES CONTEMPORARY!—Below we excerpt in digointed fashion from agood article in the
May Straightway. Ministers of music are being taught that the contemporary is the only way to build achurchin
this generation. Although it has been part of the Neo-Evangelical and Charismatic scene since the late 1960s and
early 1970s, recent years have revealed an increasingly aggressive move in the Fundamentalist camp toward the
contemporary principle. Once it begins to creep within the house and begins to be tolerated, it is only a matter of
time before the contemporary becomes the despot of the house. The music of Fundamentalism may not have a
rock beat now, but it has entered the gray area.

SHOULD LEAVE LIBERAL OR CATHOLIC CHURCH—In the May-June Proclaiming the Gospel, Mike
Gendron replies to a question: "In obedience to God's word, you must leave any church that preaches another
gospel and cease from participating in her rituals. The Roman Catholic Church is accursed for preaching "a
gospel contrary" to that which the apostles preached (Gal. 1:6-9). The Catholic Mass puts Jesus to shame every
day by declaring He is physically present in alifeless wafer and offering Him as a victim to appease God's
wrath. Those who are born-again are called to be sanctified (set apart) by the truth of God's word (John 17:17).

CANADA COURT APPROVES'GAY' MARRIAGE—In the same week that a Canadian court ruled in
favor of legalizing homosexual marriages, a government report shows a major declinein traditional familiesin
that country. The latest government census has found that just 44% of Canadian families are composed of a dad,
amom, and kids. That is down from 55% in 1981. Couples with no children at home accounted for 41% of
families—up from 34% in same period.

ALPHA MEETSIN BARROOM AND 'JESUSWOULD APPROVE'—Madison Pub (Toronto) is hosting
ALPHA for eight weeks (5/17 HT). The group's organizer said "if you're meeting at a bar, there won't be a bunch
of rules." He said "We were worried about having alcohol at first, but people know why they're here. The venue
rocks. And Jesus would approve.” "We're not out to convert anyone, he said. "ALPHA just gives you the tools."
A conversation topic at ameeting is "why other faiths have equal claims to the truth.”

SEXPLOITATION OF TEENS—Y oung teens, girls especidly, areliving in an increasingly sexually charged
atmosphere. The music industry has indoctrinated girls to become sensual and seductive in their thinking, dress,
and behavior. (Light).

DESTROYING THE MIND—The psychologizing of faith is destroying the Christian mind. It is destroying
Christian habits of thought because it is destroying the capacity to think about life in a Christian fashion. (David
WEells, PsychoHeresy Awareness Ltr.)

CEDARVILLE'SLONG PATTERN OF COMPROMISE WITH SOUTHERN BAPTISTS—The
following quotes are from the Spring 2003 Cedarville University Torch. "For 50 years Dr. James T. Jeremiah
and Dr. Paul Dixon have had an emphasis at CU on working with a number of Baptist and conservative
evangelical groups." A more prominent relationship was/is the GARBC. "Dixon, who began holding
evangelistic meetings in Southern Baptist churches years before he became Cedarvill€'s president, often says,
'God is not honored by a narrow view of the Kingdom.' He lived out that perspective as he sought to create and
solidify relationships with conservative elements of many groups, including the SBC." Dixon said: "This
relationship is something that Dr. Jeremiah and | discussed from thetime | first became president.” "Dr.
Jeremiah ingtinctively knew that many Southern Baptists were as conservative in their theology as we were. He
started reaching out to them almost as soon as he became president in 1953. And I've had the privilege of
continuing to pursue those Southern Baptists who embrace our doctrinal positions.” Indeed, the SBC has made
great headway on cleaning out liberals from their six seminaries, but their over 50 colleges still have plenty of
them, and the "great” resurgence is not complete. The SBC is amember of the apostate Baptist World Alliance
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and its largest supporter.

PRESBYTERIANSELECT LIBERAL FEMALE PASTOR ASMODERATOR—A third-generation
Presbyterian minister who has built her own church's membership despite declines nationwide and who supports
the ordination of non-celibate gays and lesbians was elected in late May as moderator of the Presbyterian
Church, USA. The Rev. Susan Andrews of Bethesda, Md., became the first female parish pastor to hold the
highest elected position (5/25 Denver Post). She said it is her "fondest dream” that the church liftsits ban on
ordaining non-celibate gays and lesbians in her lifetime, but said she did not think this was the year to attempt it.

EPISCOPALIANSELECT 'GAY' MAN ASNEXT BISHOP—A battle is brewing in the Episcopal Church
as conservatives vow to overturn the election of the Rev. V. Gene Robinson in June in New Hampshire as the
first openly gay bishop in the church. Under church rules, Robinson's el ection needs to be certified by delegates
and bishops at their July General Convention. Conservatives have already laid the groundwork to oppose
Robinson's election. Fellow bishops said the church could not condone homosexuality by accepting an openly
gay bishop. "If Gene Robinson's election is confirmed by General Convention, it would bring through the back
door a practice that the Episcopal Church has never agreed to bring through the front door," they stated.
Robinson's election brings home the rising tensions over homosexuality in the global church. Prelatesin fast-
growing African and Asian churches accuse the Episcopal Church of ignoring biblical prohibitions against
homosexuality. (6/10/03 Religion Today)

LARGEST DENOMINATIONSIN THE U.S—The Roman Catholic Church with 62.5 million membersis
far and away America's largest religious body. Southern Baptist Convention has 16 million members. United
Methodist Church has 8.3 million members. Church of God in Christ has 5.5 million members. Mormons have
5.3 million members. Evangelical Lutheran Church in America has 5.1 million members.

DANGER LURKSIN ECUMENICAL SUMMIT—A Lilly Endowment-funded Pastoral Summit
Indianapolis conference bringing together Catholics and Protestants from across the U.S. was set for June 17-19
and will tackle current crucial issues facing churches today. How to deal with brokenness after a sexual,
financial or emotional crisis. How to respond to congregants facing war and a depleting economy. And a
popular, but dangerous New-Age-type practice: "How ancient contemplative and mystical spirituality is
inspiring modern lives." Rap mixes of praise and worship, hip-hop, etc., were featured. There were workshops
led by a Catholic and a Protestant.

CAN ANGLICAN CLERGY BLESS'GAY' UNIONS?—The Anglican Communion represents over 70
million people worldwide, including 2.3 million members of the Episcopal Church in the U.S. Half the world's
Anglicanslivein Africa. A divisive conflict over homosexuality is now brewing over whether bishops can alow
clergy to bless same-sex unions. New Hampshire last month elected for the first time ever an openly
homosexual man, Rev. V. Gene Robinson, as their next bishop. Conservatives say that if his election does not
split the American church, it will certainly isolate it from the Anglican Communion. The new Archbishop of
Canterbury (head of Anglicans) said he will uphold a conservative statement though it is at odds with his liberal
personal views.

HAGGARD, CHARISMATIC NEW HEAD OF NAE—Ted Haggard (5/03 CC) says the NAE has no plans
to admit NCC member denominations. Former NAE Pres. Kevin Mannoia got in trouble for advocating closer
tieswith the liberal NCC, financial losses, etc. Haggard hopes to mend fences with the NRB, which left the
NAE partly because of the NCC flap (6/03 C. Today). NAE chairman Bill Hamel says. "Ted crosses
denominational and theological lines very easily” (6/03 Charisma). Foundation says: "Haggard writes a
monthly column for a Charismatic magazine and frequently unites for ministry and worship with men such as
Benny Hinn, Paul Crouch and C. Peter Wagner. He participated in the Promise Keepers Pastors and L eadership
Conference in February 2003."

TOLKIEN, C.S.LEWIS, CATHOLICISM—Jill Saunders, writing in the Mar.-Apr. Canadian Revivalist,
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saysthere is much evidence of J.R.R. Tolkien's devout Roman Catholicism. In aletter to his son Michael, he
said: "Out of the darkness of my life, so much frustrated, | put before you the one great thing to love on earth:
the Blessed Sacrament [the Mass|". Tolkien's wife had to convert to Catholicism on their marriage, and their
son, John, became an ordained priest. Saunders adds: "It isinteresting that C.S. Lewis converted to Christianity
through Tolkien. [They] were close friends for most of their lives and belonged to aliterary group called The
Inklings, who met weekly at an Oxford pub to drink, smoke, and discuss each other's stories. While Lewis was
an Anglican, he held some R.C. views including its doctrine of purgatory and the Mass; he also requested the
'Last Rites' of the R.C. Church on his deathbed.” Tolkien's Lord of the Rings was basically areligious and
Catholic work.

ARE SEPARATISTSDIVISIVE?—Dr. Ernie Schmidt (Faith Pulpit) gives an overview of Romans 16:17
which commands believersto "...mark them which cause divisions and offences contrary to the doctrine which
ye have learned; and avoid them." Schmidt says "Rom.16:17 introduces two aspects of error. Thefirst deals
with character. A divisive spirit is described by the phrase 'them which cause division and offenses.’ The other
aspect refers to content, identified by the phrase ‘contrary to the doctrine which ye have learned.' Hence, this
article began with ayes/no answer. If separatists manifest a fleshly character (like that of the false teachers
described in this verse), they will create division by driving people from the truth. However, if separatists
separate or cause division to maintain doctrinal purity, they are not divisive. They are obedient. The one
departing from the faith, in fact, causes the division [see 1 John 2:10]." Schmidt says Paul is calling for
discernment and commending separation from doctrinal deviation. He adds: "When content or doctrineis at
stake, believers must separate from the ones promoting 'divisions contrary to the doctrine which we have
learned...."

PENTECOSTALISM GROWTH—Pentecostalism's fastest growth in the U.S. is among independent churches
and black neo-Pentecostals. It is predicted that by 2050, only onein five of the world's Christians will be white
non-Latino. (Charisma)

A NOTE OF PRAISE—In answer to prayer, my blurred and double vision is 90 percent corrected by "prism"
glasses!
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CHINA INCREASES ONE-CHILD PENAL TY—Communist China uses fines to force women to terminate
pregnanciesin its one-child policy. The penalty for one province has raised fines for second children without
permission from twice combined incomes to eight times combined incomes (5/05 Christian News). Communist
authorities are proud that 300 million births have been prevented since early 1980s.

DOES CONSTITUTION PROTECT HOMOSEXUALITY ?—In Texas two homosexuals are asking the
U.S. Supreme Court to make it unconstitutional for individual states to criminalize homosexual conduct. Until
the 1960s, every state had a law criminalizing homosexual conduct. Now just 13 states do. Homosexual sodomy
was a capital crime under Roman law (David Gibbs, 5/03 NLJ). Now, since 1961, homosexual conduct has gone
from being acrimein all 50 states to where the Supreme Court will decide whether it isacrimein any stete.

ANIMALSHAVE SAME RIGHTSASHUMANS?—Until recently, the animal-rights movement has been
viewed as little more than aradical fringe group. But in truth it has a serious agenda with a serious impact on the
public. In the last election, Florida's ballot had a constitutional amendment to outlaw housing pregnant sowsin
stalls so small the pigs can't turn around. Amazingly it passed—>54 to 46 percent. Germany last year passed a

law "obliging the state to respect and protect the dignity” of animalsjust as it does humans (4/03 Chr. Today). In
England, the farming of animals for fur was recently outlawed. A recent poll found that just over half of all
Americans think primates should have the same rights as human children. Some humane changes may be
needed, but radical groups (e.g., PETA) go way too far with these.

LARRY CRABB'SFLAWED TEACHING—Psychologist Larry Crabb's teachings are discussed in an 8-page
articlein the May Christianity Today. It says his chronic fascination with the unseen forces at work in people
drove him into spiritual direction and turned his back on diagnostic counseling methods, therapy, etc. Martin &
Deidre Bobgan, in a 210-page book (1998) said Crabb continues, at that time at least, to integrate psychotherapy
and its underlying psychol ogies with the Bible. They said he tries to make psychological counseling better by
adding the Bible, and Christianity better by adding psychology (see 9/1/98 CC). Crabb says sin "is not what you
do wrong—it'slooking at God and saying, 'Y ou're not enough, and I'm going to find some way to make my life
work without you!™ (5/03 CT) The Bobgans argue that Crabb has psychologized the gospel, and in histeaching
they write: "The gospel becomes the good news that Jesus meets the needs/| ongings/passions which motivate all
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behavior from the unconscious. Sn becomes wrong strategies for meeting the needs/longings/passions.” In
1988, Crabb was asked to leave Grace Seminary (Ind.).

THE 'RIGHT' ISWRONG—Physician-assisted suicide became legal in 1997 in Oregon and 21 peopledied in
2001 by this new "right.” This "right" will endanger society and send the false signal that aless than perfect life
is not worth living. Christians should seek a better way to deal with dying than either keeping the patient aive as
long as extremely possible or eliminating his suffering by eliminating the sufferer.

NEW STUDY ON EFFECTSOF VIOLENT MUSIC—The American Psychological Association has
released a new study on the effects of violent music lyrics. The study found that college students who listened to
violent songs were more likely to engage in aggressive behavior and have angry thoughts (5/19 Agape Press).

L ead researcher Craig Anderson, a professor at lowa State University, says heis not surprised by the findings,
but urges parents to take note of the results.

BRAZIL CATHOLICSWELCOME WCC 2006 MEETING—The Roman Catholic Church is not a member
of the World Council of Churches (WCC), but works cooperatively with it. The Brazilian Catholic Church has
pledged its full support for the WCC's upcoming ninth assembly, slated for Porto Alegrein February 2006. The
pledge was made by Dom Sinésio Bohn, the Catholic bishop of the diocese of Santa Cruz do Sul, at a meeting
with WCC genera secretary Dr. Konrad Raiser. Raiser is currently in Brazil visiting the city where the assembly
will be held, and met with Bohn and representatives of WCC member churches. [5/16 Agape Press| Bohn was
formerly responsible for ecumenism in the Brazilian Bishops Conference (CNBB) and represented it at the
meeting. The Conference is amember of the National Council of Christian Churches of Brazil (CONIC), the
body that invited the WCC to hold its ninth assembly there. At the meeting, Raiser said that one of the main
reasons for choosing Brazil was the excellent ecumenical relationsin the country. The assembly meets
approximately every seven years.

TERRORIST NATIONS MEMBERS OF UN—The United Nations recently put communist Cuba on the
Human Rights Committee—further proof that UN ideals are just a myth. Freedom Alliance's director Fred
Gedrich feelsthe UN is the farthest thing there is from a peace-loving organization. He points out that the
United Nations Charter says membership is open only to "peace-loving" nations and at least 47 UN members are
the worst dictatorshipsin the world. "Seven are identified as 'terrorist states by the U.S. government,” Gedrich
says. "We shouldn't put that institution on amoral plane with the United States, and certainly—under no
circumstances—should we ever defer to that body to decide

what isin our national security interests." Gedrich saysit's time for Americato entertain the idea of vacating the
United Nations (5/13 Agape Press). Does it make sense for the U.S. to fight terrorists but support the U.N.
which harbors them?

LIBERTY UNIVERSITY, THE FIRST 32 YEARS—Dr. Jerry Falwell founded Lynchburg Baptist College
(later became Liberty U.) in 1971 as a"fundamentalist" school, but in the intervening yearsit has taken the new-
evangelical stance of its founder. Both founder and school are now solidly Southern Baptist and New
Evangelical. Dr. Adrian Rogers recently brought the commencement address. The statistics are impressive from
aworldly view. Inits 32-year history, it has been provided with $3 billion, enabling the purchase of a 4,421-acre
campus. Dr. Jerry Prevo isits new chairman of the Board; Dr. Bailey Smith is the new Executive Committee
chairman. Due to space limitations, Liberty can only accept 3,200 freshmen thisfall (from an applicant total of
11,177). Falwell's goal is 25,000 resident students and 25,000 external students for a world-class university of
50,000. Dr. Rick Warren will utilize Liberty's 2003 Super Conference to kick off (Oct. 11) his "40 Days of
Purpose" national campaign.

NEW EVANGELICALISM ISNOT NEW—Dr. Layton Talbert writesin the Mar-Apr Frontline: "New
Evangelicalism is not new. Its mindset, its most distinctive traits and guiding philosophies, can be traced back to
examples in both the New and Old Testaments. Jehoshaphat was the 'New Evangelical' of hisday. His defining
flaw was his habitual alliances with the enemies of God's Word, alliances that he forged and defended in the
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interest of unity (2 Chron. 18:3; 2 Kings 3:7). But they were alliances that had a devastating impact...."

ROBISON WARNS OF PROSPERITY GOSPEL—James Robison, erstwhile bold SBC evangelist, writesin
the May Charisma: "One of the huge deceptions in some personal prosperity teaching is the notion that
everybody is going to have a big house, big car or big income. This concept promotes a 'sameness mentality,
and it ssimply is not scriptural.” Robison in the late 1980s started cavorting with Charismatics and Roman
Catholics, praised the Pope, etc.

LOTZ FAINTSWHILE PREACHING—Evangelist Anne Graham Lotz says nothing like it has ever
happened to her before. The 54-year-old daughter of Billy Graham fainted recently while preaching to over
6,000 peoplein Lexington, Ky. It is unclear what caused the collapse. But when she regained consciousness,
Lotz told aides surrounding her, "It's the devil." After sitting on the platform steps for about five minutes, Lotz
retook the stage and gave the rest of her sermon seated in a chair. Lotz told the audience that she had felt fine
before the episode and apologized for scaring them. But she said it is areminder that death or the second coming
of Jesus could be a heartbeat away. Unlike her father, who preaches one sermon per day, Lotz typically preaches
three sermons and leads a Bible study at her seminars. [Agape Press, 4/28]

HODEL SUCCEEDSDOBSON AT FOCUS ON FAMILY—Longtime president of Focus on the Family
James Dobson has expanded his role as chairman and passed on the presidency to former Christian Coalition
president and Reagan Cabinet member Don Hodel (5/1 Alabama Baptist). John Paulk, controversial "ex-gay"
leader, left Focus May 6.

SBC NEW S—Southern Baptist Convention membership has reached an all-time high of 16.2 million. ***
When SBC Int'l Mission Board last year mandated that its missionaries affirm the 2000 Baptist Faith & Message
doctrinal statement alarge majority complied automatically. But 13 who refused to sign werefired. *** A No.
Carolina church accused of baptizing two unrepentant homosexual s was removed from the Cabarrus Baptist
Association April 28 by avote of 250-11. *** SBC president Jack Graham says Christians need to quit arguing
over styles of music in the church.

DOROTHEE SOELLE DIES—Leading feminist & professor at Union Seminary and Hamburg, Germany,
Dorothee Soelle, recently died. She defended Marxism, repudiated Christianity, was atheological atheist, yet
spoke at the 1983 WCC assembly.

POPE CONTEMPLATES JUDGMENT—A top Vatican official for the first time publicly acknowledged
Pope John 11 suffers from Parkinson's disease. He "puts himself in the hands of God and feels God and the
Madonna (Virgin Mary) by hisside in the path of life." (5/18 H.Times) Bob L. Ross comments. "How would
you like to face what the Pope is going to face when he goes out to meet God? A life spent in claiming to be
God's 'voice' to mankind, while concealing the Gospel of Christ from millions...in the world, and magnifying
Marianism instead of exalting the Mediatorship of the Lord Jesus Christ...what a great judgment faces the
Pope!"

METHODIST & CATHOLIC LEADERS DIAL OGUE—United Methodist and Roman Catholic leaders
have met once again to discuss how the two groups can be drawn closer together. At arecent gathering in
Dallas, seven members of each group's dialogue team talked about what divides the two bodies and what both
have in common. Methodist Bishop William Oden was there and said Catholics and Methodists support each
other in several efforts. "We are, of course, separated by some of our theologies, and aso, our polity—that is,
how we function as a church. But we are really cooperative in mission, especially. We work together in alot of
activitiesin the Dallas area where the two churches share different missions together.” The Methodist and
Catholic World Dialogue is the oldest dialogue between two denominations that still exists. Bishop Oden says
the dialogue in the U.S. has been going on for years and has produced some good understanding and a number
of significant theological papers. (5/13 Agape Press)
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CALIFORNIA PRO-HOMOSEXUAL BILL—A bill passed the California Assembly April 21 that would
mandate fines upwards of $150,000 against business owners who refuse to hire cross-dressing or transsexual job
applicants (5/8 Ala. Bapt). If passed into law, this bill would apply to Bible book-stores and nonprofit
organizations such as local Boy Scouts.

U.M.C. TOP LEADERS DEMAND BUSH 'REPENT'—Top officials of the United Methodist Church,
President Bush's denomination, are demanding that he "repent from domestic and foreign policies" they claim
are not in line with the teaching of Jesus. UMC bishops and the head of the UMC's Board of Church and Society
recently signed a full-page ad in Christian Century magazine accusing President Bush of contributing to
"spiritual forces of wickedness." Mark Tooley (Institute on Religion and Democracy) saysto the "religious left,"
the fact that the president believes Jesus is his Lord and Savior is not nearly asimportant [to you] as the fact that
he took the nation to war against Irag or is not an enthusiast for the welfare state. Describing the officials
comments as "pretty outrageous,” Tooley says they confirm his group's basic critique of the religious left—that
is, "they measure Christian orthodoxy not by what one may believe about Jesus Christ and God, but by what
one's politics are." Tooley says once again thisis an example of church leaders who are wedded to the political
fads of the 1960s and who never really progressed beyond that. (4/22 Agape Press)

IBFNA CONFERENCE—The 13th Annual Conference of the Independent Baptist Fellowship of No. America
isset for Norwich, CT, June 24-26. Speakers include: Ralph Colas, Richard Harris, Dan Brown, Robert Delnay,
Tom Hamilton, Jerry Johnson, Paul Gustine, and Jeff Bailey. Songleader is Mark Strangman. Special Music is
by Maranatha Baptist Bible College. Jeff Bailey is Moderator. Call his church, Grace Baptist Church for more
information: (508) 222-6283.

FBFI CONFERENCE—The 83d Annual Meeting of the Fundamental Baptist Fellowship, Int'l is set for
Concord, NH, June 17-19. Speakersinclude: Rod Bell (FBFI Pres.), Bill Hall, John Vaughn, Bob Jones, Les
Ollila, Ron Comfort, Matt Recker, and Dave Parker. Special workshops are scheduled. For more info, call:
(603) 225-3999, Ext. 180.

Send commentsto jhuffman2@juno.com
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GAMBLING'SDARK SIDE—Nationwide, there are over 5 million problem gamblers. The 3/31 USN&WR
says an army of lobbyists has anted up huge contributions to political candidates touting gambling as the answer
to education and other problems. But it also mentioned gambling's “dark side,” which includes: increased crime,
betting addictions, trouble for local businesses, create a younger generation of gamblers, and other hidden costs.
Gambling hasleft atrail of broken lives, homes and families (Canadian Revivalist). Money can't buy happiness.
The wealthiest are also some of the most miserable. Gambling is an addictive epidemic and is almost always
associated with covetousness and deceit.

PENNSYLVANIA'SHATE CRIME BILL—Pennsylvania's governor signed a bill Dec. 3 that gives
homosexual s statewide protection against hate crimes and verbal harassment (3/03 OBF Visitor). According to
Ellen Sorokin of The Washington Times, the bill targets preachers who use biblical texts against the homosexual
lifestyle.

FONDA HONORED BY PLANNED PARENTHOOD—In recent years, much was made of the conversion
of activist actress Jane Fonda. But her sincerity was jeopardized with many pro-lifers by her gift of $4 million to
help elect pro-abortion candidates in the last national election. Now she has been honored by Planned
Parenthood with the Margaret Sanger Award. Pro-lifers had welcomed the news of her “conversion” and hoped
that Fonda was changing her ways. But last month's award—the highest Planned Parenthood gives—leaves to
question the validity of her conversion. Sad to say, but Hanoi Jane's actions, promoting the killing of the unborn,
indicates sheis still fighting on the wrong side.

WILLOW CREEK, HYBELS, RENOVARE, FOSTER—In a 12-page informative paper entitled Protestant
No More: Willow Creek is Infiltrated by Renovare Mary Fairchild presents a“ partially insider” revealing look at
two dangerous movements of our day. She writes: “1 went back to Willow Creek earlier thisyear only to
discover my plans to be serving in the women's ministry as a'Biblical Titus 2 woman' were, in actuality, going
to be serving as a'New Age spiritua guide." Mystic ways of praying (repeating and meditating) were being
taught along with frequent references to Quakers and Catholics. New Age authors like mystic Quakers Parker
Palmer and Renovare founder Richard Foster were quoted frequently...” Foster, a Fuller Seminary psychologist,
teaches quietism, mantras, centering, Buddhism, Y oga, etc., yet is promoted in thought and books at Willow
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Creek. Bill Hybelsis a popular speaker and has been featured by Moody and by liberal Robert Schuller, e.g.
Y ou may access the 12-page report at the Web site http://home.attbi.com/~mfairlady or e-mail the author at
mfairlady @attbi.com for more information.

U.N. ISDANGEROUS—The goal of the United Nations from its inception was to be a vehicle for establishing
aworld government. It has been an enemy of freedom and of our nation's sovereignty. “While the U.S. fights
terrorists, the U.N. harbors them.” Y et, the General Board of the apostate American Baptist Churches USA has
urged prayer for the pro-terrorist, anti-American UN that it might “continue to be avoice, aforum and
instrument of peace.” (3/31 C. News) The SBC is yoked with the ABC in the Baptist World Alliance.

ALPHA COURSE WARNING—The Alpha Course, avery popular adult education program imported from
England, has a charismatic bent and is “open-ended,” meaning that doctrines such as inerrancy and salvation
through grace alone are neglected (3/10 Chr. News). The Alpha Course claims to take people through Bible
terrain but in reality turns them inward to their emotions and experiences (3/17 Chr. News).

FEDERAL GUIDELINES ON RELIGION IN SCHOOL S—The U.S. Department of Education issued a 4-
page “ Guidance on Constitutionally Protected Prayer in Public Schools’ Feb. 7 which included: Schools may
neither encourage nor discourage religious activity, and must avoid both promotion and hostility. The heart of
the law is official neutrality. Private speech endorsing religion is protected; only government speech endorsing
religion is forbidden (4/03 CT). Students may read their Bibles or other scriptures, say grace before meals, and
pray or study religious materials during noninstructional time to the same extent that they may engage in
nonreligious activities. Students may organize prayer groups, religious clubs, and “see you at the pole”
gatherings before school to the same extent that students are permitted to organize other non-curricular student
activities groups. Students may express their beliefs about religion in homework, artwork, and other written or
oral assignments free from discrimination based on the religious content....

N.A.E. AND M.A.C. FORM ALLIANCE—Americastwo largest evangelical associations, the National
Association of Evangelicals and the Mission America Coalition, are joining forces to form a strategic aliance
that will focus attention and resources on evangelism. Paul Cedar is Chairman of MAC and Ted Haggard is
Pres. of the NAE. The NAE has about 43,000 congregations from 51 denominations and individual
congregations from an additional 27 denominations, as well as several hundred independent congregations and
para-church organizations. It represents some 27 million Americans.

BOOKLETSON JABEZ & LEFT BEHIND—BIblical Discernment Ministries has issued two new book
reviews of Prayer of Jabez (16 pages) and The Left Behind Series (8 pages). Order from: BDM, 2702
Willowwood, Valparaiso, IN 46383. Suggest $2/each to help with postage/printing, rambdm@csinet.net

BWA FACES CRISISOVER SBC-CBF CONTROVERSY—The Baptist World Alliance is an umbrella
organization of 200 Baptist unions and conventions worldwide, representing 45 million baptized believersin
193,000 churches. The Southern Baptist Convention isits largest contributor (Ala. Baptist). The Cooperative
Baptist Fellowship, a moderate-liberal denomination-like breakaway from the SBC, has applied for membership
in the BWA, causing the SBC leadership to reduce its current $425,000 annual contribution by 30% ($125,000).
This SBC-BWA rupture, coupled with today's economic down-turn, leaves the BWA facing acrisis. An SBC
Executive Committee's study committee noted that it is not recommending withdrawal from the BWA at this
time but anticipates the SBC will continue its membership and an annual contribution. The BWA islaced with
liberals. The SBC haslong shown it can tolerate non-CBF liberals.

CHARISMA PRESENTS CATHOLICISM FAVORABL Y ?—Charisma magazine caught some heat in its
April issue for areport in its Feb. issue on charismatic Roman Catholics. One writer asked how long it would
continue to “indirectly endorse charismatic Catholics,” and asked “Why would you present [RC] favorably or
even with a neutral attitude”? The writer chided Charisma for seemingly endorsing the “world's largest cult.”
Another wrote: “Do you honestly not know that the Catholic Church is not Christian and never has been nor will
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be? Catholics pray to idols and Mary. Their materials openly admit there is no salvation outside Mary.”

GREG LAURIE, 'JESUSFREAK, ISA CHARISMATIC—The 4/03 Charisma has along article on Greg
Laurietitled, “California's Jesus Freak.” He pastors Harvest Christian Fellowship (Calif.), the fifth largest
church in America, and is sometimes mentioned as a successor to Billy Graham. Laurie doesn't mind calling
himself a charismatic—he believes in the baptism of the Holy Spirit, speaks in tongues, and prays for the
sick—and he has stern words for non-charismatics who deny the gifts of the Spirit can operate today. He prays
using his devotiona “prayer language” privately, and believes speaking in tongues in this manner edifies him
spiritually. Heiscritical of emotional excesses, including “holy laughter” and Toronto-style shaking, but
believesin being “dain in the Spirit.” Laurie has been featured as a speaker at Promise Keepers and other such
ecumenical events.

HINDUISM'SMILLIONS OF GODS—Hinduism is the world's third largest religion and the dominant onein
Indiaand Nepal. It has 900 million adherents and about 1 million now live in the U.S. Hinduism seems
polytheistic because Hindus worship many gods and goddesses. But Hindu gurus say that when they are
worshiping those small gods—at least 33 million in all—they are actually bowing to Brahman, the supreme god,
the impersonal ultimate reality, the world soul. They say the many gods merely represent various incarnations
and manifestations of the supreme god. Hindus believe that the soul never dies and reincarnation enables one to
complete a journey to nirvana, a oneness with God. Hindu gurus describe their religion as monistic, which
means there is no essential difference between God, man, and animals. They say everything is part of God, and
that the universe is one unitary, organic whole (3/8/03 World). Those in darkness need the light of the glorious
Gospel of Christ. (2 Cor. 4:4).

TODAY'SWORLDLY CHURCH—Today the church is more beset by traitors within than by foes without.
Satan is not fighting churches, he is joining them. He does more harm by sowing tares than by pulling up whest.
He accomplishes more by imitation than by outright opposition. The world is accepted into the church and its
programs endorsed. Worldly celebrities are called in to enhance the gospel and preachers participate in the
performances of the ungodly. The same popular singer combines sensuous publicity in the papers with the
gospel songs in the record shops. Preachers make clowns of themselves and churches become theaters. [Vance
Havner]

MAXWELL TO SUCCEED BRIGHT AT GPN—BIll Bright has been battling pulmonary fibrosis for over a
year. Heisthe founder of Campus Crusade and, more recently, launched the ecumenical Global Pastors
Network. John Maxwell is the founder of the Injoy Group (Atlanta) and has been named to succeed the ailing
Bright to head up the GPN following Bright's death. Maxwell speaks for Jerry Falwell, Promise Keepers,
various charismatics, and for the liberal Robert Schuller. Maxwell appears to be ecumenically compatible with
Bright and alogical replacement for him to head GPN.

HAGGARD ISNEW N.A.E. PRESIDENT—Ted Haggard, an Oral Roberts U. grad and a charismatic, was
recently named president of the National Association of Evangelicals. He is pastor of New Life Church (largest
in Colo.) and president of the World Prayer Center. C. Peter Wagner who taught church growth at Fuller isthe
“general” who leads Christiansin spiritual warfare at the WPC (5/15/99 CC). One NAE speaker, Martin Marty,
has been shown by Christian News articles for over 40 years to be a liberal who attacks the Bible, denies the
physical resurrection of Christ, and supports abortion and homosexuality (4/02 CC). Other speakers included
pro-Catholic Chuck Colson, Bethel College & Seminary president George Brushaber. Christianity Today editor
David Neff, and Assemblies of God leader Thomas Trask. Marty also spoke at the 1992 NAE meeting and
another liberal, Robert Schuller, is scheduled to speak at next year's NAE meeting. Ralph Colas attended this
year's NAE, the Promise Keepers Pastors and L eadership, and NRB meetings. Reports are ready from ACCC
(PO Box 5455, Bethlehem, PA 18015) on some of these and are forthcoming, as funds permit, on others. Further
information is available from accc@juno.com.

UNIVERSALISM—Universalismis basicaly the belief that all people will be saved. Jesus' death and
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resurrection will automatically, or at least eventually, save the whole human race. Personal repentance and faith
in Christ are not necessary for going to heaven. The Christian mission is reduced to announcing to people the
“good news’ that they are already saved. [4/03 Charisma] Many liberals today teach this false doctrine, thus
denying Christ's exclusionary claim (John 14:6) that no one comes to God the Father except by Christ.

CHRONICLING CEDARVILLE'S COMPROMISE—The 3/03 Ohio Bible Fellowship Visitor has a 4-page
pamphlet on Cedarville University & the New Evangelicalism by Pastor Dan Greenfield, from which we
excerpt: “Ingtitutions never stay the same. Change will occur, either suddenly or gradually, over time. Cedarville
is no different. Over the course of the last 30 yearsit has slowly dulled its militancy and made subtle
compromises in its associations. It has been infected by the virus of new evangelicalism and this can be seen in
four areas: the speakersit utilizesin chapel, the music it promotes on campus, the ministry emphasis it teaches,
and the associations it has made.” Cedarville now has partnering agreements with both the SBC and GARBC.
Reprints of thisvital feature article are available from OBF, 3865 North High St., Columbus, OH 43214, 25 for
$6.00.

HEALTH REPORT—I still have double vision, but blurring is not as bad now. | have to do much of my
reading/writing (especially on computer) with one eye closed, or covered. Good newsis that my distance vision
is vastly improved. For me and the CC, however, it would be better the other way around. But we have to trust
the Lord in situations like this, realizing He makes no mistakes. | hope my new glasses prescription will
gradualy help. | just read in anew PD newsletter that my Parkinson's could possibly cause my double vision
and blurring. If so, | probably can't be helped much by glasses. Please continue to pray. Also, since writing, for
me, is slower now (both longhand and computer), please spare me from questions requiring long, complicated
answers, unless they relate to a CC article. Often, some questions could be answered by using the Search feature
of our Web site. Thanks!!

Send commentsto jhuffman2@juno.com
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E.U. TO HAVE A GOD-LESS CONSTITUTION?—The European Union already has a currency. Now a
Brussels panel isworking on an EU constitution (3/1/03 World). The first drafts of articles on the EU's values,
objectives, powers, and fundamental rights have no mention of God. European nations are debating this, but one

diplomat said: “Putting God into the constitution is simply in the too-difficult-to-agree category.” Religion is
fast dying throughout Europe.

BONO: WORLD'SBIGGEST ROCK STAR RECRUITSCHRISTIANSTO FIGHT AIDS—Bono islead
singer for Irish rock band U2. Most of his songs have references to Jesus Christ, but he doesn't attend church
regularly and shuns the “Christian” label. He has always straddled Protestantism and Catholicism (his father was
Catholic, his mother Protestant), looking for a“third way.” His behavior in recent years, with a“penchant for
profanity” and light-hearted “endorsements of debauchery,” distressed many evangelical Christians (3/03 Chr.
Today). Last year Bono, in aleft-leaning political stance, visited “rich” nations seeking to drum up political
support for aid for AIDS in Africaand to pressure wealthy governments to forgive third world debt. This debt
largely results from corrupt third world dictators (Marxist, etc.) squandering aid and loans on themselves instead
of their needy (see 5/02 CC). Though we grieve at the sad plight of AIDS victimsworldwide, AIDSisalargely
preventable cause of illness and death since it is mainly contracted through homosexuality and promiscuous sex
acts.

ISLAMIC TERRORISTSSAY KILLING'INFIDELS ISONLY WAY TO HEAVEN—Islamic terrorists
who die as martyrs while waging jihad against the “enemies of God,” will enter paradise instantly, their sins
washed away (World, 2/22). They believe the only sure way to heaven isto “kill the infidels’ (non-Muslims,
Jews, Christians). Even mainline non-terrorist Islam is areligion based on works-righteousness. The Quran
anathematizes those who believe God has a Son.

SMEDES, CAMPOLO SAID HOMOSEXUALSBORN THAT WAY—The late Fuller Seminary professor-
emeritus Lewis Smedesin his 1984 Sex For Christians book said the homosexual should “simply refuse to
accept a burden of guilt for his condition. Heisavictim either of biological accident or someone else'sfolly.”
He said the homosexual “did not choose homosexuality...” It isabsurd, unscriptural, and maybe blasphemous to
suggest that the homosexual is not to blame for his perverted lifestyle, or that an adulterer is not to blame for his
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sin. To do so impliesthat God isto blame. If a person is born without a choice in the matter, God (under the
Law) would never have required the death penalty for homosexuality. Capital punishment was always for
crimes a person committed voluntarily. (See Lev. 20, etc.)

HISPANICS ARE 'FASTEST GROWING'—There are 37 million Hispanics in the U.S., more than the
population of Canada, and they now outnumber African-Americans as the nation's largest minority (3/17
USN&WR). An estimated 9 million of them are evangelical (3/03 Charisma). Of that number, closeto 70
percent are Pentecostal [mostly charismatic?].

ABORTION ISALREADY ILLEGAL—Wedon't deny, Iraqisevil. But the abortion industry is also evil,
with a death toll surpassing 42 million babies since the 1973 Roe v Wade ruling. If life begins at conception, as
true prolifers say, then abortion is premeditated murder and all 50 states already forbid it!

COURT RULESPRO-LIFE PROTESTORSNOT SUBJECT TO R.I.C.O.—The U.S. Supreme Court ruled
last month that afederal racketeering law was improperly used to punish pro-life demonstrators outside abortion
clinics. Thisisabig victory for pro-lifers, but will be appealed by pro-abortionists.

LARRY KING'SPANEL ON CHRISTIANS AND WAR—Larry King had a panel (Mar. 11) of five
"Christian" leaders who discussed what Christians believed concerning war. Bob Jones was one of the five,
along with John MacArthur, Max Lucado, a Roman Catholic priest and a United Methodist bishop. Bob Jones
of course was as straight as an arrow, as was John MacArthur (despite whatever other problems we may have
with him). Max Lucado was atypical New Evangelical, trying to stick somewhat with the Bible, while rubbing
the backs of the Catholic priest and the Methodist bishop. Jones and MacArthur quoted John 14:6, Acts 4:12,
etc., to show that Christ isthe only way to heaven. Lucado said that Christians believed in salvation through
what God did for man in sending Christ to die on the cross, whereas Muslims believe we are saved by what we
do for God. Lucado said that he "preferred” the Christian way. How close to the edge of the cliff can you get
without falling over? The Methodist bishop stated that he believed in Christ, but that there were certainly other
ways to heaven. The Catholic priest said that Christ rejoiced when people worshipped His Father; and that he
couldn't imagine Christ jealously saying "look at me." Therefore, when Muslims worship God, Christ is pleased.
Such blasphemy. [Brad Gsell]

HOMOSEXUALITY TO SPLIT MAJOR DENOMINATIONS?—Dr. Richard Land, who heads the SBC's
Ethics & Religious Liberty Commission, says two major moral issues—divorce and homosexuality—threaten to
do serious damage to Christian churches. He predicts one, the ordination of homosexuals, is going to split some
major Protestant denominations. He feelsit is going to end up dividing Methodism and Presbyterianism because
when the decision is made—to either ordain or not ordain homosexual men and women—those who disagree
with that decision will have no choice but to leave those denominations.

RAWLINGS FORECASTS MERGER OF FOUR BAPTIST GROUPS—The Rawlings Foundation
sponsors an annual meeting of Baptist Bible Fellowship state chairmen just before the Mid-Winter BBFI
meeting each Feb., mainly to hear Dr. John Rawlings [Dr. Falwell's mentor] vision for today's leaders. This year
he challenged state and national |eaders to reverse the trend of splitting, and “dared to forecast a coming
together” of many independent Baptist groups. He invited such leaders to the 3-day pre-meeting as: Bill

Monroe, David Bouler, Tom Messer, Dino Pedrone, Gary Coleman, Willie Weaver, and David Bryant. Based
on their responses, a meeting was proposed for Sept., 2004, to be hosted by Highland Park Baptist Church (TTU-
Chattanooga) with an invitation to pastorsin the Southwide Baptist Fellowship, World Baptist Fellowship,
Independent Baptist Fellowship Int'l [not IBFNA], and BBFI to participate. These four groups include the
magjority of independent Baptist churches in America. Rawlings proposed that the new group be called, “World
Baptist Fellowship.”

PAIGE PATTERSON NAMED TO CEDARVILLE BOARD—Dr. Paige Patterson, president of
Southeastern Baptist Theol. Seminary (SBC), has been named to the board of trustees of Cedarville University
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(aGARBC “partner”). This follows the State Convention of [ Southern] Baptistsin Ohio's recent endorsement
and partnering relationship with Cedarville (see 2/03 CC). Patterson has served as president of the SBC, and was
aleader in the SBC's “ conservative turnaround” in 1979. The SBC is still the largest contributor to the apostate
Baptist World Alliance and involved in ecumenical endeavors.

WHEATON STUDENTS MAY DANCE, STAFF MAY DRINK—Wheaton College (Billy Graham's alma
mater) has lifted its ban against on-campus dancing and has decided to allow its faculty and staff to drink
alcohol and smoke off campus. President Duane Litfin said the policy needed areview in light of cultural
changes on Christian campuses and new laws.

VAN IMPES PRAISE GRAHAM, POPE—Jack Van Impe and wife Rexella have heaped lavish praise on
Billy Graham and Pope John Paul 11 for about a decade (e.g., see 1/1/94 & 4/15/95 CCs). More recently, on his
Nov. 11 TBN telecast he said: “I thank God for Billy Graham... This man has done more for the Christian faith

than any other man in the 20t century.” But ecumenical evangelist Graham is a papal promoter, and religious
apostates and Catholics help sponsor his crusades (Jan-Mar Fund. Digest) Rexella some time ago called Pope
John Paul 11 “The Holy Father.” Sadly, Dr. Van Impe, the once great evangelist, is now evidently ecumenical.

E.V.HILL DIES—Dr. E.V. Hill died from pneumonia Feb.25. He pastored Mt. Zion Missionary Baptist
Church (L.A.) (National Baptist Convention, NCC) for four decades. Dr. Jerry Falwell called him a*“most
dazzling and effective preacher,” and said Hill was a frequent guest speaker at Thomas Road Baptist Church and
Liberty University. Hill spoke at Promise Keepersrallies and was on Billy Graham's board. He was also on the
NAACP and SCL C boards, and endorsed the 1984 candidacy of Jesse Jackson. He defended NBC president Dr.
Henry Lyons who was convicted in 1999 of swindling over $4 million, and other crimes. Hill was 69.

RELIGIOUSBELIEFS RISING—Per a David Barrett and Todd Johnson report the world is becoming more
religious with each day. The annual growth rate of religious belief in the world is at a steady 1.2 percent,
compared to the growth of atheism, which islessthan 1 percent. The fastest growing religion is Islam, followed
by Hinduism. Christianity is the third fastest growing religion, with a 1.3 percent annual growth (3/6/03
Alabama Baptist). According to the report by these American statisticians, more than 26 percent of the world's
population has not heard the Christian gospel, despite the fact that nearly five billion Bibles are distributed
annually throughout the world. “1 speak thisto your shame!”

PROMISE KEEPERS PASTORS AND LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE—American Council of Christian
Churches Executive Secretary Dr Ralph Colas attended this conference in Phoenix, Feb. 18-20, and has written
an extensive report —on which most of the following is based. True to form, PK is very ecumenical and hasa
strong charismatic contingency. Doctrine is deprecated, fellowship (unity) is primary. Its leader Coach Bill
McCartney at the first press conference said: “Denominationalism distinctives are a big obstacle and so in
Promise Keepers our distinctive asked is simply 'Do you love Jesus?” A PK v-p put it thisway, “It does not
matter if you are Baptist, Methodist or Catholic.” Keynote speaker Max Lucado said: “It does not matter about
your denomination—it's all about God.” The Catholic Church and thousands of liberal Protestant churches deny
the doctrine of salvation by grace alone. And how can we welcome as fellowshipping partners those who are
confused about the Holy Spirit and extra-Biblical revelation, with visions and dreams, and speaking in tongues
and healing crusades? We are confronted with a choice between alimited message or alimited
fellowship—favor with men, or favor with God. [Get Dr. Colas helpful report from: ACCC, P.O. Box 5455,
Bethlehem, PA 18015. Keep in mind that funds are needed if Dr. Colasisto continue these costly trips and first-
hand reports.]

PK SPEAKERS, 'PARTNERS —Promise Keepers claims to have reached over 5,000,000 men during the past
12 years of conferences. Even though they have 18 events planned for 2003, the attendance and interest are
declining. Only 9 or 10,000 showed up at Phoenix, though 50,000 had been predicted. Ecumenism was evident
by the speakers, who, for the most part, were among the best communicators of our day. They include: Bruce
Wilkinson (Jabez fame), Max Lucado, Joe Stowell, Jack Hayford (moderator), Bill McCartney, Tony Evans,
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James Merritt (former SBC Pres.), and Messianic Jewish rabbi Jonathan Bernis. “Partners’ with this PK
conference included: Alpha, Answersin Genesis, BGEA, Campus Crusade, Focus on the Family, Jews for
Jesus, Mission America, World Vision, Seventh-day Adventists, NAE, and American Bible Society. World
Visionisliberal, SDA iscultic. We are admonished in Eph. 5:11 to “have no fellowship with the unfruitful
works of darkness, but rather reprove them.” Dr. Ralph Colas, whose first-hand report is the basis for most of
thisarticle, said the PK meeting began (the first night) with the big beat of the Maranatha! Promise Band and
Marcus Witt as Worship Leader. He said “For over 30 minutes the large group clapped, cheered, raised their
hands and swayed back and forth to the pulsating beat of the music.” This“big beat” music isfast moving into
churches.

MORAL MAJORITY CONTINUESAFTER 23 YEARS—The Liberty Alliance, founded by Dr. Jerry
Falwell in 1986, became the successor to Moral Mgjority, founded in 1979. Ed Hindson, writing in Falwell's
National Liberty Journal (Jan.), says most evangelical Christians are involved in politics today to improve
society. He said: “Most of us believeit is our mandate from God to help make the world a better placeto live,
and to use Christianity as aforce for good in thisworld until Jesus comes.” A noble goal, to a point, for us as
“salt” (and light) of the earth. No easy answers, but our goal should not be to join ecumenically with Catholics,
etc., to clean up thisworld. Thisworld is headed for judgment. *“Evil men and seducers shall wax worse and
worse....” (2 Tim. 3:13)

MOODY MAGAZINE CEASES PUBLICATION—Moody Bible Institute announced Feb. 24 that its legacy
ministry MOODY magazine will cease print publication within the next six months. A crowded magazine field,
the resultant decline in subscriptions and the ongoing need for significant subsidization were key factorsin this
difficult decision. Its heritage dates back to 1891. It became Moody Monthly in 1938. Its name was shortened to
Moody magazine in 1990 and six years later became a bi-monthly. For yearsit (and MBI) has positioned itself
into the new-evangelical orbit.

Send commentsto jhuffman2@juno.com

Calvary Contender Home Page
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NOT LEGAL TO USE FULL NAME ON PRAYER LISTS—A new federa law restricts Australian
churches from using the full names of members on prayer lists without specific permission from each person.
Churches can't put the names of ill members without their consent (2/6 Ala. Baptist). Clergy can't visit patients

in hospitals unless each patient signs a permission form. This will restrict comforting the lonely and ill.

BLACKSBATTLE AlIDSisthetitle of asomber item in the Feb. 2 Parade Magazine. It states. "The AIDS
virus has taken a heavy toll on America's black community. While they make up 13% of the U.S. population,
blacks account for 38% of all AIDS cases and for over 60% of the cases among women and children...."” The
statistics are worse in Africa.

EPISCOPAL LEADER CRITICIZES U.S. POLICY—Pres. Bush's father says he finds criticism of U.S.
foreign policy by the leader of his denomination "highly offensive." Episcopal Presiding Bishop Frank Griswold
told Religion News Service that the world is right to view Americans as "greedy, self-interested and almost
totally unconcerned about poverty, disease and suffering.” Former Pres. Bush, speaking in Stamford, Conn.,
asked, "How can this man of God think so little of a nation that provides 60% of the world's food aid" and "does
far more for AIDS than any other country?' The Episcopal Church has long been apostate. God tells Christians
to "come out" of such liberal churches (2Cor.6:17).

'LEFT BEHIND II' MOVIE REVIEW—George Zéeller reviews a DV D copy of this recent film. He writes:
"Compared to the first 'Left Behind' movie 'Left Behind I11—Tribulation Force' was an improvement. In the first
movie, the name of Jesus was rarely mentioned; and the gospel message was conspicuous for its absence, and
thus the gospel was sadly 'left behind." In this second movie, areal attempt was made to present the gospel
message and many salvation verses from the Bible were shared. Also man's sinful condition before God was
explained to some degree. The music of the second movie was less objectionable than that of thefirst. | do have
somewhat of a problem with ‘prophetic fiction' because it sometimesis hard for the unsaved viewer to
distinguish between what is Bible truth and what is merely the fanciful imagination of the writers. | am not
endorsing either movie, but simply pointing out that there was an immense improvement of the second movie
over the first movie with respect to the presentation of the good news of our Lord Jesus Christ. Two areas of
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concern that | had with the first movie still apply to the second movie: 1. Vastly over-estimating the number of
true believers on earth; 2. Teaching that all infants and young children all over the world are taken at the
rapture." [For afuller discussion of these "L eft Behind" movies, see this Web site:

http://middl etownbiblechurch.org/proph/lebehind.htm ]

RAVES: LATE-NIGHT 'CHRISTIAN DANCES —Held in warehouses and fields, all-night rave dance
parties have spawned a new generation of teens and college students chanting a mantra of PLUR (Peace, Love,
Unity, Respect). There are probably more ravers today than hippiesin the '60s. Y outh and |leaders describe the
rave dance music this way (2/03 Charisma): "It's worship to them—they just don't know who or what they are
worshiping.” "A raveislike the devil's version of church, and ecstasy [rave drug] is the devil's version of the
Holy Spirit." Some call it a"whole new way to worship ['getting high on'] God," and say "It's amazing how the
music can be so loud and yet | can hear God so clearly.” A rave DJ says. "There is something about the
repetitiveness and energy of the electronic dance music that causes people to drop barriers and let walls down."

POPE HASBLESSED THE CHARISMATICS—Though the 35-year-old charismatic renewal in the Roman
Catholic Church has waned, it today still touches at least 119 million Catholics worldwide (2/03 Charisma).
Pope John Paul 11 has blessed the charismatics more than once (11/1/98 CC, 2/03 CC, e.g.). In amessage to
Catholic charismatic leadersin Rome in November, he encouraged charismaticsto be "living signs of hope" and
beacons of Christ's good news."

EMINEM, POPULAR PROFANE RAPPER—Eminem had by far the most popular, best-selling album of
2002, selling over 7 million copies (1/25 World). His raps about murdering his wife and raping his mother take
the form to new lows of depravity (1/1/01 World). No surprise that this angry white male has been called the
meanest, most violent and lawless rapper. White teens have become rap's biggest customers.

EVANGELISM (OF MUSLIMS) ISNOT A '"HATE CRIME'—Sharing the gospel in most Muslim nations
isacriminal act. Trying to change someone's religion is depicted as hateful. Social ministry is seen asamere
smokescreen. From ignorance, some say Muslims do not need converting because Christians and Muslims
believe in and worship the same God (2/03 C. Today). A University of Chicago Divinity School professor, years
ago said Christians should not try to convert pious Muslimsto Christianity. He said: "Christianity isthe
authentic form of religion for usin our culture, but Islam is the authentic form of religion for them in theirs.”

But differences between the two are more than merely cultural, and it's not a "hate crime" to point one to the one
which has the true gospel.

ANOTHER HORRIFYING ABORTION PROCEDURE—Congress seems poised to restrict partial-birth
abortions but should also take a hard look at the violent "dilation and evacuation” (D& E) method, in which pre-
born infants are removed piece by piece (2/1 World). The doctor rips the parts of aliving child out of its
mother's womb, one part at atime.

GLOBAL SUPER-CHURCH EMERGING?—Church leaders from 30 denominations agreed in January on a
proposal to create the broadest alliance of "Christians' ever formed in the U.S. We reported in the 6/1/00 CC
that this movement was afoot. Now AP religion writer Richard Ostling reports that a steering committee of the
budding effort, tentatively called Christian Churches Together in the U.SA., will invite awide range of nationa
church bodies and agencies over the next several weeks to join them. The loosely knit alliance would represent
five segments of U.S. Christianity, listed in the plan as "Evangelical/Pentecostal, Historic Protestant, Orthodox,
Racial/Ethnic and Roman Catholic." (2/10 C. News) The U.S. Catholic hierarchy could decide on the proposal
within two years, but "one sticking point" may be the largest Protestant denomination—the Southern Baptist
Convention. Ostling said the SBC may be reluctant to join, though it had an observer at the Fuller Seminary
meeting. Those (e.g., SBC, NAE) who disobey Biblical commands to separate from the apostasy of our day will
be caught in its web of deception. Sadly, many "fundamentalists" are linking with these deceived brethren who
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in turn are linked to the ecumenical church of Antichrist. Rev. 18:4 warns. "Come out of her, my people, that ye
be not partakers of her sins... that ye receive not of her plagues.”

NEO-EVANGELICAL IDENTITY CRISIS—Darrell Bock (David Neff article, Feb. Chr. Today) cites the
Evangelical Theological Society as an example of an inclusivism that doesn't have a doctrinal statement, as
such, and was founded with asingleitem asits "doctrinal basis'—nbiblical inerrancy. Roger Olson wrote that
"since that at least the mid-1970s, the evangelical glue has been gradually losing its binding power." His
traditionalists think the only way to avoid the slide into debilitating relativism and pluralism is to recognize firm
boundaries. Both Olson and Bock deplore divisiveness and are open to the occasional need to draw lines
between those who are in and those who are out. But, the difference: Olson calls evangelicals to avoid slipping
back into "fundamentalist boundary-drawing” for the "sake of fellowship, of family"—Bock for the sake of
mission. Hereisavita distinctive in what separates fundamentalism from new evangelicalism: Fundamentalists
seek to obey separation "boundaries’ set by God's Word, while new evangelicals shun boundary-drawing,
opting instead for an inclusivism.

PINNOCK'S'OPENNESS OF GOD'—Retired professor of systematic theology at McMaster Divinity
Collegein Ontario, Clark Pinnock, is front and center of the current "openness of God" controversy which many
consider "blasphemy.” For example he says, "God's dependence extends even to his knowledge of the future
(2/03 CT)." And: "Though God knows all there is to know about the world, there are aspects about the future
that even God does not know." Romans 9:20 says: "O man, who art thou that repliest against God"? To question
God's omniscience, or other attribute, is dangerous.

PRO-HOMOSEXUAL INFLUENCE IN ETS—Darrell Bock has surveyed the Evangelical Theological
Society's five decades and found five hot topics that consumed its attention: science and the Bible, inerrancy, the
role of historical criticism, women and the Bible, and openness theology (2/03 CT). But it has featured Thomas
Hanks as ETS annual meetings speaker who challenged members to revise their negative thinking about
homosexuality (4/15/98 CC). And, Ralph Blair's pro-homosexual Evangelicals Concerned quoted "long-time
member of ETS' Blair as saying: "There's more support for EC's approach than is generally thought, even
though it'son the gt." (EC's Winter 2003 Record).

U. METHODIST BISHOP ACCUSED OF HERESY—Bishop Joseph Sprague of Chicago has been told to
renounce his views or resign his office for hisviewsin rgjecting traditional doctrines like the virgin birth of
Jesus, His bodily resurrection and His role in salvation. Sprague, a prominent liberal and socia activist, has
come under fire for a speech he gave at Iliff.

U.R., UN. -WORLD CHURCH, WORLD GOVERNMENT—The United Religions Initiative began in Feb.
1993 when liberal Episcopal Bishop William Swing was asked by the United Nations to host an interfaith
service marking the UN's anniversary. The URI Charter was signed June 26, 2000, as walking pilgrimages for
peace were conducted in villages, towns and cities at various points over the world. The UR is now an officially
chartered apostate coalition of world religions (10/02 Maranatha Bapt. Watchman). Meanwhile the UN seeks to
enact a global tax, set up aworld court, etc., for global governance. Nations are in such turmoil, any number of
things could happen almost overnight to set up a new world order and Antichrist system. So, Christians, "L ook
up, lift up your heads, redemption is nigh." Maranathal

CEDARVILLE CELEBRATESMLK DAY—We were alittle surprised to note from Cedarville University's
Web site that its gospel choir performed in celebration as part of its Martin Luther King Day observance. And
aso, that Dr. Dolphus Weary, executive director of Mission Mississippi spoke at Cedarvillefor MLK Day. As
with Presidents Kennedy and Clinton, King is not deserving of Christian honor (see 9/15/01 CC). Christian
News has had articles for over 35 years documenting his regjection of Christian doctrines, hisimmoral lifestyle
and association with prominent communists.
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SOUTHERN GOSPEL M USIC—O Timothy editor David Cloud, on avideo tape and at his Web site
http://www.wayoflife.org, sounds forth an extensive warning about Southern Gospel music. But in fairness he
also says: "Some Southern gospel islovely and spiritual and seeks not to entertain the flesh but to edify the
spirit....We praise the Lord for al Christian music, Southern or otherwise, which doesn't sound like the world,
which has scriptural lyrics, which seeks solely to glorify Jesus Christ and edify the saints, and which is produced
by faithful Christians...." Spurgeon said: "The devil has seldom done a more clever thing than hinting to the
Church that part of their mission isto provide entertainment for the people, with aview to winning them." (1/18
AlIB Newsletter.). Music is not neutral!

YWAM ISVERY ECUMENICAL—Y outh With A Mission is charismatic and very ecumenical. It is
endorsed by Bill Bright (Campus Crusade), Tony Campolo (liberal Eastern College), Jack Hayford, Bill Hybels
(Willow Creek), Bill McCartney (Promise Keepers), and Billy Graham (the world's #1 ecumenical evangelist).
Lynn Green, atop YWAM director has sought to build bridges between Christians, Muslims, and Jews. (1/03
MBW & 3/15/97 CC)

PYLE RETIRES AS PASTOR—Dr. Norman Pyle retired from his Atlanta-area pastorate on his 75th birthday,
Jan. 26. Heis available for preaching in churches, camps, colleges, and mission field. Dr. David Cummins,
Deputation Dir., Baptist. World Mission said to Dr. Pyle: "Y ou were an inspiration to me when | pastored a
sister church nearby. In fact, you have been an inspiration not only to me, but to a host of other pastors as well.
Y ou have seen a multitude of us come and go, and yet you have stayed by the stuff and given outstanding
leadership to the ministry there. Y our faithfulness in editing the Christian View of the News with candor and
conviction without being callous and cantankerous has been unique.” Y ou may receive CVN by sending at |east
$10/yr. to Bible Baptist Church, 2780 Mt.Carmel Road, Hampton, GA 30228.

EDITOR'SHEALTH STATUS—Cataract surgery scheduled (left eye) Feb. 17; right eye two weeks
later—each with a permanent lens implant. Despite the ultrasound, physical therapy, and exercising, | still have
neck pain from osteo-arthritis caused by the stooped posture, caused by Parkinson's disease. | am on medication
to treat the PD symptoms and to give alittle more strength—buit it has side effects and won't slow the
progression of PD. Tremors are still mild, though increasing. Please continue to pray for me and CC ministry.

Send commentsto jhuffman2@juno.com

Calvary Contender Home Page
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OK TOKILL UNBORN CHILD BUT NOT SNAIL DARTER—Our strict federal laws in the Endangered
Species Act protect the snail darter fish and spotted owl, yet three children are killed every minute through
legalized abortion (SBC's Nov.-Dec. Light). Over 42 million American babies have been legally aborted since

Roe v. Wade. In our culture of death, we choose to ignore the value God places on each human life.

EUTHANASIA: GOOD INTENTIONS, BAD DESTINATION—L ook where 30 years of euthanasiain the
Netherlands has led. Dutch doctors “lethally inject dying people who ask for it; chronically ill people who ask
for it; disabled people who ask for it; depressed people who ask for it; and, disabled babies whose parents ask
for it.” (12/30 NA) The process has gone beyond voluntary to “termination without request or consent.”

WICCA IN THE PUBLIC SQUARE—A Wiccan priestess named Cynthia Simpson wants to give invocations
at aVirginia county's board meetings (12/21 World). Wiccais a fast-growing, neo-pagan religion. It is
sometimes referred to as “new age”’ or ”witchcraft.” Wisconsin's newest (2/1/02 CC) prison chaplain is awitch.
At least 100 witches are attending covens at Ft. Hood, TX (7/1/99 CC). The World article concluded: “Based
upon our review of Wicca, it is neo-pagan and involves polytheistic, pre- Christian deities.”

POPE A VILLAIN?—BIll O'Reilly noted (12/30 HT): It would be easy to call Pope John Paul avillain in the
priest-pedophilia scandal. After al, he could have fired Cardinal Law and the other villainous U.S. cardinals
months ago. But the pontiff did nothing, even after the evidence became overwhelming. He even refused to
meet with afew victims during his visit to Canada earlier in the year. But the pope is “obviously ill” and,
O'Reilly believes, not able to call the shots anymore.

PLANNED PARENTHOOD'S HY POCRISY—During the recent flap over Sen. Trent Lott's comments that
led to his resignation as majority leader, Planned Parenthood's president, Gloria Feldt, was among those who
railed against Lott's "racist politics" of the 1940s. But Ed Szymkowiak of the American Life League says sheis
a hypocrite. She conveniently failed to mention PP's own racist actions — including the targeting of minority
babies for abortion. He said PP founder Margaret Sanger, is on record discussing her plans to exterminate blacks
(/2 Agape Press), She was aradical socialist, aracist, and drug/alcohol addict who advocated free sex and
sterilization of blacks, Jews and Catholics (7/1/96 CC). PP has been America's largest abortion provider and has
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received substantial taxpayer funds

MASONS PAY TRIBUTE TO BILLY GRAHAM isthetitle of a 9-page paper by Dr. Cathy Burns
documenting a number of Masons who have close ties with BG. Some may surprise! Available from: Sharing,

212 East 7th St., Mt. Carmel, PA 17851, $2 postpaid.

THOUSANDS OF NUNS SEXUALLY ABUSED?—A national survey, completed in 1996 but intentionally
never publicized, estimates that a minimum of 34,000 Catholic nuns, or about 40 percent of all nunsin the U.S.
have suffered some form of sexual trauma. So says an article in the S. Louis Post-Dispatch (1/5 HT). Some of
that sexual abuse, exploitation or harassment has come from priests and other nuns in the church, the report said.
The Roman Catholic Church was already shaken by ayearlong sex abuse scandal involving priests and minors.
Sordid scandals are not confined to Catholics.

CAMPOLO EVER LIBERAL, CONTROVERSIAL—Former Eastern College (liberal American Baptist
school) sociologist and evangelist — and adviser to former Pres. Clinton — Tony Campolo is given 9-page
coverage in the 1/3 Chr. Today. He dealsin hyperbole and shock: For example, he says. “While you were
sleeping last night, 30,000 kids died of starvation or diseases related to malnutrition...most of you don't give a
[vulgarism] What's worse, is that you're more upset with the fact that | said [vulgarism] than the fact that 30,000
kids died last night.” He is one of the only living evangelical leaders to undergo a heresy trial in 1985 (for
saying that Christ is present in every human, etc.). Campolo says homosexuals are born that way, and his wife
Peggy promotes homosexua weddings (6/1/95 CC). Y et heis a speaker for the SBC (10/15/94 CC), and
National Council of Churches (3/15/02 CC).

PRAY FOR PERSECUTED CHRISTIAN MISSIONARIES—Russian authorities seem to no longer
welcome missionaries, following the recent adoption of alegal-status-of-foreigners law regulating relations that
previously were not subject to regulation. Globally, in over 40 countries, Christians face daily persecution for
their Christian faith. They are beaten imprisoned, tortured, sometimes killed, and their churches and schools
destroyed for their faith in Jesus Christ. In Islam, war against the unbeliever is a central doctrine and practice.

PAT ROBERTSON SUPPORTSTEACHING OF THEISTIC EVOLUTION—Ken Ham (Answersin
Genesis) said AiG received a number of letters from people dismayed and shocked by Pat Robertson comments
on acouple of “700 Club” TV programs about those who believe in the six literal days of Creation (12/30 Chr.
News). But Ham said he visited Robertson's Regent University several years ago and found that several
professors were teaching theistic evolution.

WE'RE M OVING!—Please do not use our old Sparkman Dr. address. We moved from there about a year ago.
Please continue sending Calvary Contender mail to 104 Cotton Row NW, Huntsville, AL 35806. Our new
church building is located on 21 acres at 126 Douglass Road NW, Huntsville, AL 35806, three blocks from the
CC editor's house.

Note: Some have asked for update on CC editor's health - See next CC.

CEDARVILLE PARTNERSWITH SOUTHERN BAPTISTS—Cedarville University, a GARBC “partner,”
has entered into a partnering relationship with the State Convention of Southern Baptists in Ohio. Thiswas
formalized in Nov. during the 49th annual session of the state convention when messengers overwhelmingly
approved the agreement and committed to recommend Cedarville to al " Southern Baptists as an accredited,
quality, four-year university that embraces Southern Baptists." Located in southwestern Ohio, it is atop feeder
school for Southern Baptist Seminary, Louisville, Ky. "We're thrilled with the alliance with Cedarville," said
Jack Kwok (exec. dir. of the Ohio convention). "Cedarvilleis a quality Baptist school. They wholeheartedly
embrace Southern Baptists. A significant number of our pastors are Cedarville graduates. We're looking to them
as aresource for future church leaders. They embrace our theology, our polity and our missiology. We would
recommend Cedarville not only to Ohio Baptists but all Southern Baptists." Cedarville Pres. Paul Dixon
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likewise voiced excitement for "growing a relationship with Southern Baptists." Fundamentalist schools should
now be even more wary of being a Cedarville partner.

WHY J.I. PACKER WALKED—Last June, the synod of the Anglican Diocese of New Westminster
authorized its bishop to produce a service for blessing same-sex unions, to be used in any parish of the diocese
that requests it. Many synod members walked out to protest the decision. J.I. Packer, an exec. editor of
Christianity Today, was one of those. He explains why in the Jan. CT. (Simply put, the Synod sanctified “sin by
blessing what [God] condemns.”) “Because this decision, taken in its context, falsifies the gospel of Christ,
abandons the authority of Scripture, jeopardizes the salvation of fellow human beings, and betrays the churchin
its God-appointed role as the bastion and bulwark of divine truth.” We commend Dr. Packer's stand against
homosexuality, but recall that he was a signer of the ecumenical ECT (Evangelicals & Catholics Together).

ETSCLOSING DOOR ON 'OPEN THEISTS," PINNOCK ?—The Evangelical Theological Society has
voted to challenge the membership of “open theologians’ Clark Pinnock and John Sanders for promoting
proposals “incompatible with inerrancy.” Open theists say that in the Bible God changes His mind, or repents, in
response to human actions (1/03 CT). ETS members at its 2001 meeting passed a resolution that denied open
theism: “We believe the Bible clearly teaches that God has complete, accurate, and infallible knowledge of al
events past, present, and future, including all future decisions and actions of free moral agents.” ETS members
present at the 2002 meeting voted 171 to 137 against Pinnock, and 166 to 143 against Sanders. Evangelicals are
closely split on an important doctrine. (See 1/15/98 CC for Pinnock's dangerous teachings on hell and other
doctrines.)

TRINITY FOUNDATION WARNS OF HINN'S ANTICS—Benny Hinn Ministries dismisses a news report
which questioned its fundraising practices, financial accountability, and claims of physical healings. The late
Dec. story on NBC's Dateline was the result of atwo-year undercover investigation into Hinn and his worldwide
ministry. Dateline producers and reporters interviewed former Hinn employees who claimed his main priority is
bringing in millions of dollars to finance alavish personal lifestyle. The report gave details of Hinn's plans to
build a $3 million house on the West Coast. It also featured several who claimed to have been healed at Hinn
crusades, only to die ashort time later. Ole Anthony runs the Trinity Foundation which investigates
televangelists. He says Christians need to think twice before supporting Hinn's ministry. "There are
thousands...that follow him all over the country [who are] severely disabled in wheelchairs that go because they
believe the next crusade is going to be where their healing is going to happen,” Anthony says. "Well, that's just
not scriptural.”...Hinn would not agree to an interview, but a spokesman said Dateline found no incriminating
evidence against the ministry. (AgapePress)

NEW BBFI PRESIDENT VISITS SWORD EDITOR—Sword of the Lord editor Dr. Shelton Smith reported
on aDec. 12 meeting in Murfreesboro with, and requested by, Pastor Bill Monroe the new president of the
Baptist Bible Fellowship, to discuss the latter's “ offense” at two recent Sword articles (see 11/02 CC). The
articles pertained to the 9/02 BBFI national meeting's featuring a Southern Baptist speaker, and from its worldly
“contemporary church” philosophy coming primarily from Saddleback [Rick Warren] and Willow Creek [Bill
Hybels] “neo-evangelical centers.” Dr. Smith cites some NT texts which indicate there are “times when we must
draw aclear line even with our brethren. Just asit is not right to be aliberal, we believe it is not right to enable
liberals with our money [as SBs do] or our endorsements.” He adds: “...[I]tis...right for me to speak up when
my brethren in the BBFI are courting and being cozy with neo-evangelicalism.” Both men agreed they disagree,
but Dr. Smith said the visit was avery pleasant time. He said it is good when leaders talk through the trouble
spots and: " To do so, requires confrontation, communication, courage and courtesy.” [Eph.4:15]

ERROR APPEARS AS TRUTH—Indeed it does, so it must behoove us to be alert “error detectors.” The
following is by Irenaeus of Lyons and appeared in the 10/02 Berean Call. “Error, indeed, is never set forth in its
naked deformity, lest, being thus exposed, it should at once be detected. But it is craftily decked out in an
attractive dress, so as, by its outward form, to make it appear to the inexperienced...more true than the truth
itself. One far superior to me haswell said..., 'A clever imitation in glass casts contempt, asit were, on that
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precious jewel the emerald....' Lest, therefore, through my neglect, some should be carried off, even as sheep
are by wolves, while they perceive not the true character of these men, because they outwardly are covered with
sheep's clothing (against whom the Lord has enjoined us to be on our guard), and because their language
resembles ours, while their sentiments are very different.” Be warned, be wise, beware!

WITNESSLEE, 'LOCAL CHURCH' SCRUTINIZED—Chinese evangelist Watchman Nee (1903-1972)
was Witness Lee's mentor and founder of the Local Church movement. Lee, who died in 1997, followed his
mentor to extremes (see 3/1/99 CC and the January 1, 2003 Charisma for some of his “aberrations’). Long
accused of being a cult, the Local Church has a publishing arm, Living Stream Ministry, and now desires open
dialogue with evangelicals. After years of complaints about its questionable doctrines (e.g., the Trinity), the

L SM was granted membership in the Evangelical Christian Publishers Association in November.

DEATHS—Dr. John Walvoord, president of Dallas Seminary for 34 years, died Dec. 21 at 92. He was
chancellor emeritus of Dallas, a dispensational theologian, published 30 books and contributed to 27 others. ***
Dr. Lewis Smedes, popular author/ethicist and Fuller Seminary emeritus professor, died Dec. 19 at 81. [See
6/1/95 CC for possible liberal tendencies.]

SHEPHERD'S STAFF for Jan. 2003 has an article entitled “ The Dangers of Denominationalism,” by Dr. Clay
Nuttall (shepherdstaff @juno.com). Below isasmall excerpt from The Benefits of Fellowship section: “God
created us with the need for fellowship. Fellowship is an important interaction found in the family, the church
and community. Christian servants who ignore the counsel and encouragement of others make a serious mistake.
The sameistrue for the local church. History gives us a sad and clear commentary on those churches that saw
themselves as the only right one left. Interchurch fellowship can be beneficial. It can also be tragic. The question
is not about isolation. It is about the choices we make in fellowship. It would be folly to think a church could
enter fellowship without some limitation. One of the great tragedies of our day is found in those churches that
createillicit relationships....” For this entire thought-provoking article, contact Dr. Nuttall at the above e-mail
address.

Send commentsto jhuffman2@juno.com
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WHAT ARE EVOLUTIONISTS AFRAID OF?—Most bills pertaining to evolution are not to ban it but only
to alow for the inclusion of the scientific evidence for creation along with evolution. But evolutionism leaders
are so fearful of allowing even a hint of creation or theism into the public schools. They are supremely confident

(so they say) that science proves evolution. So if so, any classroom discussion of the pros and cons should
always result in firming up students' faith in evolution so what are they afraid of? (12/02 ICR) Evolution is
scientism (not true science) and has no place in public schools, except as an atheistic philosophy.

SCHOLASTIC WITHDRAWSANTI-BIBLICAL BOOK FROM CHRISTIAN
MARKETING—Scholastic, Inc. will no longer distribute a book list to Christian schools containing the book
Conversations with God for Teens by Neale Walsch. Walsch purports to answer various questions from kids
using the “voice of God.” For example, when a girl asks why she isalesbian, his answer is that she was born
that way due to genetics. Another girl asked if cheating in class was wrong. Scholastic's “God” responded:
“There is no such thing as 'right' and ‘'wrong.” (5/11 World) New Age and occultic ideas are presented in this
best-selling blasphemous book.

GORDON SEARS NEW BOOK ON CCM—We have reviewed several books by the late Gordon Sears
warning about the baneful inroads being made by Contemporary Christian Music into our churches. His newest
book The Rapid Decay in Sacred Music has an appendix by his daughter Ruth Ann Sears, and a Foreword and
final chapter by David Cloud. Topicsinclude: 1. CCM's take-over of our churches 2. CCM is an unmistakable
part of end-time apostasy 3. The fruits of CCM 4. “Christianized” rock 5. Music is not neutral 6. Worldly
worship is unacceptable to aholy God 7. Entertainment demands applause. Get this 90-page book for $8
postpaid at: Songfest, P. O. Box 182, Coldwater, M1 49036, or Web site address www.songfest.org

HARRY POTTER DANGERS—* Spells, potions, dark arts, psychic writing, magical healing, trance
possession, ghostly encounters with the dead....” All fit together in the new Harry Potter and the Chamber of
Secretsfilm, and all enter the viewer's mental bank of occult suggestions. Harry's second year at Hogwarts
School of Witchcraft and Wizardry isfull of occult thrills (Berit Kjos, 11/25 Chr. News). The 11/22 Friday
Church News lists three dangers with Potter. First, he desensitizes our society to the occult, treating it as neutral.
Second, Potter promotes curiosity and experimentation with the occult. Third, Potter removes God and moral
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absolutes. God in his Word strongly condemns occultic practices For example, in Dt. 18:10-12: “ There shalt not
be found among you any one...that useth divination, or an observer of times... or awitch...or a consulter with
familiar spirits, or awizard...”

NEW '"HATE CRIMES L AW—Pastors in Pennsylvania now face a new state law that could mean they will
be charged for simply preaching against homosexuality. Rep. Gov. Mark Schweiker signed alaw last month
giving Pa. what some homosexual groups tout as the broadest-written hate crimes law in the country. The bill
states that the phrase "sexual orientation” be included in their Ethnic Intimidation Act. Hate crimes legidation is
redundant because there has never been a"love crime" committed. It is dangerous because it puts the thoughts
of acriminal ontrial, instead of his actions. Recently in Illinois a woman was murdered for sharing the gospel
with a homosexual, which infuriated him to the point of murder. ALL crime, whether concerning homosexuality
or not, isan act of hatred. Thistype of legislation is often the first step that many homosexual groups take in
getting their agenda heard in schools and getting their behavior protected by government. In asimilar vein, the
U.S. Supreme Court has also recently agreed to hear a case that would overturn the sodomy laws of several
states. (PACE TEAM Report, 12/6)

CARDINAL LAW PRAYSWITH MUSLIM S—On a Sunday in November, Cardinal Bernard Law came to
pray. Wearing agold crucifix and a flowing black robe with red trim, he removed his shoes. Then, as the
Muslim imam chanted the sunset prayers, Law knelt with his forehead just inches from the carpet and offered
praiseto Allah. Law said he felt right at home, participating in the Ramadan service (11/25 Boston Globe).
Catholicism and Islam both exceed one billion, nearly all entering their faiths asinfants. Law apparently played
amajor role in the scandal ous cover-up where abusive priests were just quietly transferred to other parishes.

HOMOSEXUALITY MAY SPLIT ANGLICANS—George Carey retired Oct. 31 as Archbishop of
Canterbury but warns that the 70-million-member Anglican Church isin danger of coming apart over the issue
of homosexuality. Rowan Williams will be enthroned as Carey's successor in February. He has acknowledged
ordaining a practicing homosexual, so evangelicals fear liberals will have afield day (11/23 World). But
Williams says he probably won't do it again (12/7 H. Times). But he sees no theological objection to women
bishops.

LCMSPASTOR DONALD PRANGE JOINSLIBERAL UCC—Rev. Donald Prange—charged by Christian
News editor Herman Otten with denying the deity of Christ and other cardinal doctrines—hasjoined the
apostate United Church of Christ (11/18 CN). The UCC was the first major denomination to officially ordain
homosexuals. Prange has said that “Homosexuality is as normal and natural as the earth revolving around the
sun.” He supports evolution and the ordination of women to the ministry. He is also charged with maintaining
that the Bible does not contain absolute truth and denying that Jesus Christ is the only way to heaven.

POPE TO PURSUE DIALOGUE WITH LUTHERANS—Pope John Paul |1 has received a group of
Norwegian Lutherans at a V atican audience and pledged to pursue ecumenical dialogue aimed at achieving “full
visible unity” between Catholics and Lutherans (11/25 Chr. News). The CN editor observed: “Libera Lutherans,
who reject the scriptural doctrine of justification by faith alone in Jesus Christ, and who maintain that [He] is not
the only way to heaven...might as well unite under some form of the papacy.”

NCC LEADERSATTACK FALWELL, DEFEND MUHAMM AD—The left-wing National Council of
Churches executive board issued a special resolution against Jerry Falwell's “hateful and destructive comments’
in caling Muhammad aterrorist. The NCC was echoing criticism coming from Islamic clerics (12/2 Chr.
News). Falwell apologized, but the hypocrisy of the NCC is clearly revealed, in that they do not lash out this
way against blasphemers of Christianity. Christians are deprived of their freedoms, and severely persecuted, in
Islamic societies.

FRANKLIN GRAHAM SPEAKS FRANKLY ON ISLAM—Franklin Graham has called Islam “avery evil
and wicked religion,” and criticized itsintolerance (12/7 World). He should know — he's made about 70 visits to
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the Muslim world—from Saudi Arabiato Indonesia. He heads up Samaritan's Purse, a humanitarian relief
organization. He's built hospitals in Sudan and schools in Afghanistan. He says: “My opinions and views are
shaped by years of working and seeing Islam up close.” He adds: “There is no religious freedom. | have seen the
persecution. It is taught by them, it isin their Koran.”

GWEN SHAMBLIN, REMNANT FELLOWSHIP REJECT TRINITY—Remnant Fellowship, a
controversial new religious movement, was founded about two years ago in Nashville by Weigh Down
Workshop founder Gwen Shamblin. RF has grown to about 90 sites, though thousands canceled Weigh Down
classes in 2000 after Shamblin publicly rejected the doctrine of the Trinity (12/9 C.Today). Critics see a
“gracelesslegalism” in RF, and “total obedience” after conversion is needed to keep one free of sin and
confident of salvation.

NRB CONVENTION SPEAK ERS—National Religious Broadcasters are slated to meet in the Opryland Hotel
in Nashville for its 60th Annual Convention & Exposition, Feb. 7-11. Campus Crusade sponsors a Public Policy
Breakfast. Scheduled speakersinclude: Pres. Bush (invited), Rick Warren, Jim Cymbala (Brooklyn Tabernacle),
Alistair Begg, and Joni. Charlie Daniels will emcee the awards presentation. Music is by Steve Green (concert),
Vicki Winans, Charlie Daniels, Sara Paulson, and others. HCIB World Radio chairman Ron Cline serveson a
panel. The NRB is mainly a hodgepodge of ecumenicals, charismatics, and New Evangelicals.

THE HERESY OF HAROLD CAMPING—The following isfrom an ACCC resolution: Harold Camping,
founder, president, and voice of Family Radio, has announced that the church age has ended and that “the
church as a corporate institution has no spiritual authority,” and is now advising believers who are members of a
local church to “withdraw their membership, and fellowship on Sundays with whomever there may be who are
of like mind.” He has written: “No longer are you to be under the spiritual rulership of the church. We must
remove ourselves from the church.... The church has ceased to be an institution or divine organism to serve
God.” Heinstructs local churches to “reorganize their congregation, to become a fellowship of believers.” The
American Council of Christian Churches meeting in Monett, MO, October 22-24, warns Christians of this
dangerous and fal se teaching, and goes on record as saying thisis heresy....

RUSSIAN ORTHODOX FAVORED IN BELARUS—A new repressive religion law, signed in Belarus,
established the Russian Orthodox Church as the favored state religion (11/23 World). It bans activity by
“unregistered” religious groups.

ISJIM CYMBALA A CHARISMATIC?—We have shown that he isriding high, back and forth, in both
charismatic and New Evangelical circles (9/15/99, 2/1/01 CCs). Cedarville Univ. has had him as a speaker. Y et
his charismatic and ecumenical associations can't be ignored. His Brooklyn Tabernacle's statement of faith
clamsthat all the gifts of the Spirit are for today. The 11/02 Charisma says he has endorsed the TNIV, and
referred to him as a “ charismatic megachurch pastor.”

TAMMY FAYE & 'GAY' FANS—Tammy Faye Messner, former wife and co-host of PTL with Jim Bakker,
now ministers to homosexual fans and attends “gay-pride” events nation-wide (12/02 Charisma). She said if
someone comes up to her and asks her if homosexuality isasin, then shetells them that “it's best not to take a
chance with your soul.”

THE NEW AGE M OVEMENT—AIthough the New Age Movement is a catch-all phrase, for myriad of non-
Christian beliefs (much of it ablend of counterfeit Christianity and eastern mysticism), there is a common theme
that includes the following: (11/18 CN). 1. All is God [Not true, there is only one God.] 2. Humanity is divine.
[Not true, it is corrupted by sin.] 3. Humanity's fundamental flaw isignorance of its divine potential. [Not true,
the flaw issin.] 4. Humanity's greatest need is personal transformation. [Not true, basic need is salvation.] 5. All
religions are true. [Not true, only oneis true—Christianity.] 6. For humanity's total liberation there must be
religious unity on aglobal scale. [Not true; only faith in Christ brings total liberation.] 7. Liberation will come
through the feminine divine (Sophia, goddess of feminine wisdom). [Liberation will come through the Son of
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God, not from the feminine divine or any other source.] 8. Morality isrelative; there are no absolute truths. [Not
true; morality is absolute...] 9. God of the Christian Bible is amale construct, a human invention...[Untrue;
Scriptures are divinely inspired.]

ACCC RESOLUTION ON BIBLICAL SEPARATION—"IN THAT there has been a continual attack from
various sources in recent years upon the doctrine of Biblical separation so clearly taught in the Bible, and
WHEREAS there is an ever-present danger that this teaching of separation may be ignored, watered down, or
even opposed by succeeding generations of Fundamentalists, and WHEREAS church history bears witness to
the fact that many movements have lived to repudiate the very principles that gave them birth, and WHEREAS
the process of deteriorating conviction may take place even while lip serviceis being paid to historic positions,
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the American Council of Christian Churches, meeting in its 61t Annual
Convention in Monett, MO, October 22-24, 2002 strongly urges our pastors, churches, schools, and friends to
continue to hold firmly to the Biblical doctrine of separation from apostasy and from those compromising with
apostasy, and that we will combat the subtle temptation to use speakers or to cooperate with movements which,
while holding many Biblical truths, repudiate or at least ignore in their official or public statements and
activities, this doctrine of separation.”

DEMONSIN THE SMOKE OF THE WORLD TRADE CENTER isthe name of a new book by Drs. R.L.
Hymers, Jr. and John S. Waldrip. The book isin two parts. Part | (Hymers), The Invasion of Evil Spirits; Part 11
(Waldrip), The Blight of Islam. It purports to expose the Satanic forces behind Muslim terrorism attacks on
America; it saysthe Islamic religion is demonic, and says Allah is Satan. Hymers posits an interesting
observation that Satan, as master (Eph. 2:2) in control of the airways, used airplanes to destroy the WTC. There
isalong “Afterword” by U.S. Sen. James Inhofe on “America’s Stake in Isragl's War on Terrorism.” Waldrip
gave a helpful analysis of Islam. Hymers' topics were often controversial, though we agreed with him most of
the time. However we disagreed with, and/or were confused by, his answer to the question of how a person
comes to Christ (e.g., p50). For how to order this book, see one of the following Web sites:
www.rlhymersjr.com or www.CalvaryRoadBaptist.Orq .
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HOMOSEXUAL MEN WIN AGAIN—Headquartered in Philadelphia, Big Brothers Big Sisters of America
has for 98 years provided mentors for kids. Responding to a recent new policy announced by BBBSA, Lynn
Vincent (10/26 World) asked: “BBBSA forbids matching girls with men because of the potential that sexual
attraction will lead to molestation—so why should homosexual men be matched with boys?’ Matching young
boys with such mentorsis not a sensible policy. Homosexual pedophiles commit about one-third of the total
number of child offensesin the U.S., even though they comprise less than 5 percent of the U.S. population.

POT ISDANGEROUS—Drug czar John Walters says more teenagers are addicted to marijuana than to
alcohol or to all other illegal drugs combined (9/28 World). Many try to legalize this drug believing it is
harmless and non-addictive, “safer than a cigarette,” but thisis an urban myth.

RADIO STATION DROPS DOBSON—A Cadliforniaradio station has ended its 17-year relationship with
Focus on the Family because station officials say the broadcasts are "too racy." Santa Ana's KWVE — run by
Calvary Chapel of CostaMesa— saysit has dropped Dr. James Dobson's program from its broadcasting format
(10/16 AgapePress). Per a statement on KWV E's Web site, concerns were aired earlier in the year with a series
of Focus broadcasts on women and sexuality.

A.B.C. & FEMINIST GOD—An article in the American Baptist Churches WATCHword (11/93) tells of a
woman who felt worse after praying to God over guilt from an abortion. The writer said: "Then afriend
suggested that she pray to God as a mother. Being desperate she tried that and called on God, the Mother of us
al, and immediately she felt whole. Now she was identifying with a God who was not masculine and
approaching her problem as all the other males. This God understood her situation, had experienced her
circumstance, knew her feelings, her plight, and yes the options placed upon her. And this God she could not
only approach, but confidently bare her soul and receive full acceptance....What a shame we can only know the
God of judgment, authority, legalistic, strong and hierarchical, when the real God is like a shepherd, or a mother
hen...But God in her own mysterious way...." An earlier article warned: "But for many victims of child abuse or
incest, insistence upon their calling God "Father" can result in their rejecting God..." [Theliberal ABCisa
member of the apostate Baptist World Alliance. The SBC is also amember and isits largest donor.]
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SNIPER ISA MUSL IM—Best-selling author and columnist Ann Coulter says the mainstream mediais
covering up the fact that Beltway sniper suspect John Muhammad is a Muslim. He converted 17 years ago and
changed his name. He also belonged to Louis Farrakhan's Nation of 1slam and cheered the September 11
terrorist attacks on America (11/7 Agape Press).

CARTER AWARDED NOBEL PRIZE—Former president Jimmy Carter was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize
Oct. 11. A Boston Globe conservative writer says the Nobel committee by this has reached an al-time low. He
states his reasons for concluding this (Arafat, UN, Cuba, etc.). But from the religious standpoint, Carter is well
known as a popularizer of the “born again” term which he says personally didn't happen to him at his conversion
at age 11, but has been an evolutionary series of steps (3/15/97 CC). He has expressed concerns over God's
“harshness and destruction” in the OT (1/15/98 CC). He publicly renounced his lifelong ties to the Southern
Baptist Convention two years ago and aligned himself with amore liberal breakaway group. He said
homosexuality isasin, but he sees nothing wrong with a“Christian” homosexual being ordained. He has
criticized the SBC belief that Mormonism is non-Christian and that Mormons are in need of evangelization
(11/15/00 CC). Carter boasted that he kept the peace; Reagan freed the hostages.

BRAZIL'S CATHOLICS—BY 1968 there were more Protestant preachers than Catholic priestsin Brazil, the
world's largest Catholic country. Pentecostalism was mushrooming. Latin Americans moved from childhood
Catholicism to speaking in tongues, emotiona worship, and faith healing (11/9 World). By 1995, more
Catholics lived in Latin Americathan in any other region on earth. Brazil had the world's largest national
church, with over 110 million members on its books.

PK PASTORS CONFERENCE—The Promise Keepers Pastors and Leadership Conference is set for Feb. 18-
20 at Phoenix, AZ. Speakersinclude: Jack Hayford, Joe Stowell, Bruce Wilkinson, Max Lucado, Tony Evans,
John Perkins, and PK founder Bill McCartney. ACCC Executive Secretary Ralph Colas has press credentials
and plans to attend and file areport on this ecumenical, and largely charismatic, meeting.

HOMOSEXUALITY: FROM VICE TO CELEBRATED MINORITY—Homosexual activists demands
have moved from mere tol eration to favored acceptance—demanding special privileges for their vile lifestyle.
They now target children, and demand domestic partner benefits for homosexual couples. Questions to ponder:
“Isit possible that someday it may be a crime to oppose homosexuality? Could the Bible eventually be
designated 'hate literature' and preachers be accused of ‘hate crimes for condemning the practice from their

pul pits? Will parents be forbidden to teach their children to abhor homosexuality?’ (11/18 New Amer.) M€l
White told Larry King (8/13/93): “We [homosexual activists] have gone underground and we have peoplein
everyone of the Religious Right's organizations....We're reading everything they're putting out. We think the
words from their mouths trickle down into violence. And when our evidence reaches a critical mass, we're going
to use the best attorneysin this country to bring a class action suit in 50 states to have it stopped.”

STRONG GARBC TIESTO VFY—Vision For Y outh was formed in 1985 by some men attending the Teen
L eadership Conference at Baptist Bible College, a GARBC “partnering network” school. Two of the founders
were Mel Walker, who is current youth editor for Regular Baptist Press (and for years taught at BBC), and VFY
director Tim Ahlgrim (teaches youth ministry at Crossroads Bible College, Indianapolis). VFY sponsored the
17th Annual National Y outh Ministries Conference in Columbus, OH, Jan. 7-11, 2002. Bo Boshers, Director of
Student Ministry at Bill Hybels Willow Creek Community Church was a main speaker. Other listed speakers
were: Ahlgrim, Walker, Ken Rudolph (at BBC and a member of the GARBC's “ruling” Council of 18), and
John Colyer (staff member of new-evangelical Grace Church, Des Moines). Listed speakersfor VFY's Jan. 6-
10, 2003 NYMC include: Ahlgrim, Rudolph, Colyer, GARBC National Rep John Greening, and Vice President
of Youth for Christ/USA Ministries David Rahn! Turn on the audio at VFY's Web site and you will hear rock
music. Thisis all sadly indicative of the GARBC's downward spiral to New Evangelicalism.

RICK WARREN'S PURPOSE - DRIVEN CHURCH—Christianity Today for Nov. 18 has a 7-page article
on Rick Warren's Saddleback Community Church (Calif.)—a seeker-sensitive, purpose-driven mega-church.
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Thousands of pastors flock to his annual Purpose-Driven conferences. Last May's conference drew 3,800
pastors, and this remark from a Saddleback executive pastor: “We're not talking about doctrine. We're talking
about how to do church in away that meets people where their needs are.” (7/02 CC) Saddleback has close ties
with the Southern Baptist Convention but keeps this affiliation virtually invisible. Warren has dropped much of
Southern Baptist culture—altar calls, Broadman hymnal, Sunday school. Warren was a listed speaker at the
recent SBC meeting, and for liberal Robert H. Schuller afew years back.

SBC LEADERS PRAISE DOBSON—Southern Baptist Convention president Jack Graham says Christian
psychologist James Dobson is “highly respected among Southern Baptists.” Other SBC leaders echoed similar
praise. Heisamember of a Nazarene church. He takes a conservative stand on many moral issues, “dangerously
mixes humanistic psychology with Christian theology and frequently unites with Roman Catholics and liberal
and New Evangelical Protestantsin an attempt to ‘win the culture war.” (Sep-Oct Foundation)

FACTSFROM FUNDAMENTALIST DIGEST—Fifty percent of studentsin U.S. seminaries are female ***
1400 pastors leave the pastorate every month in the USA. *** The SBC mission board has signed an agreement
to work together with Campus Crusade In evangelism. Crusade is ecumenical, works alongside Roman
Cathoalics, and even has Catholics on its staff. *** Muslims, Jews and Christians recently prayed, sang and
worshiped together at Vaparaiso University (Lutheran).

CARD, 'JARS,; & JAZZ AT CEDARVILLE—Michael Card was slated to perform Oct. 12 at Cedarville
University. He is very ecumenical, and afew years ago produced a joint album with Roman Catholic musician
John Michael Talbot (10/1/96 CC). CCM/rock group Jars of Clay were listed to perform at Cedarville Oct. 4.
Some of their music is patterned after the Beatles and other secular rock groups. They recorded for an R-rated
obscene film afew years ago (2/15/98 CC). More recently, Cedarville features jazz bands and singers (3/15
CC). Six jazz events are listed on its Oct.-Apr. calendar.

UNITED METHODISTSIN DECLINE—The 10 million-member United Methodist Church, steeped in
apostasy and in steady decline in numbers, lost about 1 million membersin the past decade (10/26 Huntsville
Times). Bishop Sharon Brown Christopher, president of the UMC Council of Bishops, recently urged al United
M ethodists to oppose a preemptive military strike against Irag. She said: “ Jesus rejects the violent response to
evil.” (11/9 H. Times) Thisis not always true.

CHARISMATIC CONFUSION—The Charismatic Movement has established itself within existing churches
and denominations, including the Roman Catholic and Orthodox churches. It is the fastest growing religious
movement of our day within the realm of those who profess Christianity. It is growing faster than Roman
Catholicism, Greek Orthodoxy, Protestantism, Pentecostalism, Evangelicalism and Fundamentalism. At the
sametime, it is also producing more theological confusion than any other movement in the world. Benny Hinn
isonly one of many top Charismatic leaders who teach and promote current Charismatic errors. [Adapted,
Marion Reynolds, Foundation]

MORE THAN ONE WAY ?—Thisis an excerpt from one of seven resolutions passed by the American
Council of Christian Churches meeting in Monett, MO, Oct. 22-24: “WHEREA'S confusion abounds over the
way of salvation among mainline Protestant churches, Mormons, Jehovah's Witnesses, Roman Cathoalics,
Muslims, Buddhists and others, and WHEREAS religious pluralism is widely accepted (the belief that 'all roads
eventually lead to heaven,’ and that the majority of people believe that we all worship the same God and must
work our way to heaven), THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the ACCC...declares the exclusive message
of Christianity found in the Bible (Acts 4:12, | Tim. 2:5, John 3:36 and 14:6). There are no aternatives; thereis
but One Way of Salvation according to the Bible. Salvation is by grace alone, through faith alone, and in Christ
alone (Eph. 2:8-10). BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the members of the ACCC call upon all Bible-
believing Christians to beware of distortions of the Gospel and to proclaim the one way of salvation through
Jesus Christ.”
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ANGLICAN UPROAR—A clergy revolt in the Church of England is underway against incoming Archbishop
of Canterbury Rowan Williams. Conservatives ask him to recant his liberal views on homosexuality or resign.
He is sympathetic to sex between homosexuals in “committed relationships.” A survey of 500 Anglican clergy
found 54 percent disapprove of the ordination of any practicing homosexual. One-third of Church of England
clergy question Jesus' physical resurrection, and one-half doubt or disbelieve His Virgin Birth (9/9 CT).

HELL IS'TOO NEGATIVE'—Mentions of hell are a an all-time low. There has been a shift in religion from
focusing on what happens in the next life to asking, “What is the quality of thislife we're leading now?’ “[Hell]
isjust too negative.” “Churches are under enormous pressure to be consumer-oriented.” (10/02 Baptist Bulletin).
People today are much like those in I saiah's day who wanted a positive message (“smooth things,” “ deceits”)
instead of the truth (Isaiah 30:10).

N.A.E.SANDERSON COMMENTS ON HELL—Dr. Leith Anderson is senior pastor of Wooddale Church
(Minn.) and is Interim President of the NAE (11/01 CC). In his 2001 Becoming Friends With God book, in a
chapter on hell, he sounds much like C.S. Lewis. In fact he said: “It was the great English writer C.S. Lewis who
observed that the door of hell islocked tightly, but if you look closely it's locked from the inside not from the
outside.” Anderson's views on hell seem confusing, especially some relating to “choice” of those on the inside.
Some of Lewis views (e.g., on purgatory) were very Catholic.

BALANCE BETWEEN GRACE & TRUTH—A grand difficulty isto combine a spirit of intense separation
with a spirit of grace, gentleness, and forbearance: “to maintain a narrow circle with awide heart.” Thisis hard.
Asthe strict and uncompromised maintenance of truth tends to narrow the circle around us, we shall require
added grace to keep the heart wide and the affections warm. If we contend for truth otherwise than in grace, we
shall only yield an imbalanced and unattractive testimony. On the other hand, if we try to exhibit grace at the
expense of truth, it will at last prove to be only the manifestation of a popular liberality at God's expense—a
worthless thing! [Adapted] In holding fast to our position, we must seek to maintain a Christ-honoring
disposition.
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FALWELL: PASTORSMAY ENDORSE CANDIDATES, CHURCHESMAY DISTRIBUTE VOTER
GUIDES—Jerry Falwell says thousands of pastors will soon be getting Barry Lynn's (head of Americans
United for Separation of Church and State) perennial “scare letter,” trying to intimidate churches and pastors

from speaking out on political matters. But only one church in our nation's history has lost its tax exempt status
over political wrongdoings. Churches may legally pass out non-partisan voter guides, do non-partisan voter
registration, and many other things, but may not endorse a candidate — only a pastor as an individual may do
that.

SAME-SEX UNIONS ADSIN NEWSPAPERS—The New York Times, Boston Globe, and a growing list of
other papers are opening their wedding pages to same-sex commitment celebrations of homosexuals. Another
disturbing effort to normalize homosexuality was Big Brothers Big Sisters' (a mentoring group for fatherless or
motherless children) recent decision to ban discrimination against homosexual applicants.

O'REILLY NOT SO RIGHT—Popular talk show host Bill O'Reilly says labeling someone asa"sinner" is
contrary to American values. He has grown alarge audience in recent years, including many Christians who like
his conservative views on many key issues. But recently he has attacked those who say homosexuality isa
sin—as the Bible does—and who would oppose such things as giving homosexual s the right to adopt children.
He saysthe religious right has lost influence because they often "base their opinion on what they believe God
wants." O'Reilly paralleled people who base their opinion on religious beliefs, and try to impose them on others,
to the Taliban terrorists (10/9 AgapePress). He supports gun control, opposes the death penalty, and is said to be
an environmentalist at heart. He recently spoke to a convention of “gay and lesbian” journalists. He saysit's
better to have a child in a stable home, even if it's run by homosexuals, than to be in chaotic foster care (9/17
H.Times). O'Reilly says: “Even if thereis no God or Heaven or Hell, | still believereligion is a positive force.
My [Roman Catholic] religion is comforting. [Its] traditions are magnificent.”

CAPITAL PUNISHMENT FOESNOT PRO-LIFE—Itisafallacy that the pro-lifer who defends the right to
life of an unborn baby in the womb, but does not defend the right to life of a convicted murderer on death row,
is being morally inconsistent. But there is no inconsistency here: The unborn baby is innocent, the convicted
murderer isnot. It is the pro-abortion/anti-death penalty liberal who is morally inconsistent, since he supports
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putting to death only the innocent (6/3 NA).

NOTE—The Post Office is returning to some of you your renewals and other mail marked “Undeliverable,
Return to Sender,” etc. Our address for many yearsis 104 Cotton Row, 35806. We're working with P.O. on this
problem. Please re-send.

PRO-LIFE ULTRASOUND PHOTOGRAPHY—UItrasound scanners and photo studios are being set up in
shopping malls where pregnant women can purchase early baby portraits. Such pictures of the baby in the womb
is an unanswerable argument against abortion. A visual scan of the developing child shows it sucking its thumb,
moving around, sneezing, and doing other things babies outside the womb do (9/28 World). No one who sees an
ultrasound picture can deny in good faith that what she is seeing is not just a“fetus,” but a baby.

JONAH —THE VEGGIE TALESMOVIE—Thisis said to be an attempt to market religious valuesto a
mainstream audience. The video appeared in 1993 and has sold 28.5 million copies. O Timothy editor David
Cloud, who reviewed some of the videos, said VeggieTaeswill draw many Christians to vile movie theaters,
will create ataste in children for rock music, and is a dangerous bridge to the world. The movie takes liberties
with the biblical storyline. It softens a bit the crimes being forgiven. “While it's clear that the Ninevites do evil,
the film asserts that the king of Nineveh didn't know that the things they did were wrong.” (10/5 World) The
Ninevites chief sinis said to be their habit of slapping each other with fish (10/12 HT). Be warned, be wise,
beware!

ABORTION ISLEADING CAUSE OF DEATH AMONG BL ACK S—Over one thousand black babies are
killed by abortion every day, making it the leading cause of death for blacks. One out of three surgical abortions
is performed on a black woman, killing a black child. More blacks are killed in atypical three-day period than
were ever lynched in America's history (10/11 AgapePress). Y et blacks tend to vote in large numbers for
candidates who support pro-abortionist legisation.

MICHAEL W. SMITH SAYSWORSHIP MUSIC DOESN'T MATTER?—Popular CCM singer and
church planter Michael W. Smith is quoted in Moody: “1 don't think the Lord really cares what style of music we
worship Him with. If it'sin the guy's gut and he'sreally crying out to the Lord ... it'sworship.” John Fischer,
two pages over, expressed similar sentiments: “ Sometimes | wonder if Jesus even cares what kind of music we
worship with aslong as we worship.” Thisis ludicrous, but an increasingly popular notion today. Fischer also
said: “ Statistics show that larger churches are not necessarily growing by converts; they are just better at more
popular forms of worship, siphoning off the attendance from smaller churches that simply can't keep up. Even
what used to be the all-important sermon may at times seem more an adjunct to praise and worship. Many
people go to church today more to experience God than they go to hear about Him, and they feel that they
experience God mostly in music.” Sad but maybe true! “For the time will come when they will not endure sound
DOCTRINE...” (Il Timothy 4:3) The sermon is merely an “adjunct”? “[1t] pleased God by the foolishness of
preaching to save them that believe.” (I Corinthians 1:21)

BBF PLUNGES TO NEW EVANGELICALISM—The Baptist Bible Fellowship's National Meeting in
Fairfax, VA in September featured Southern Baptist speakers, a praise band (guitars, drums, etc.), and was the
“first” to have ateam of young ladies leading worship. Plains Baptist Challenger said: “ They are taking a giant
step toward new evangelicalism and liberalism.” Swvord of the Lord editor said “In my view, they are already
there.” The most famous BBF preacher, Dr. Jerry Falwell (member of both the BBF and the SBC), spoke the
night preceding the meeting. Charismatic John Hagee was listed to speak at Falwell's church in July. Falwell has
personally endorsed Benny Hinn (4/1/00 CC). BBF Pres. Dr. Kenneth Gillming said of churches going the
contemporary route, “Aslong as a church subscribes to the twenty articles of faith and gives to one of the
Fellowship missions projects, then they can be counted as a Fellowship church.”

A PROMISE KEEPERS MEETING—AnNdrew Rupert, Asst Pastor, Bible Community Church, Mentor, OH
attended a Promise Keepersrally in Cleveland in July. He summarized some problems with this ecumenical
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men's movement under the following subject headings. Rock music, Charismatic atmosphere, A Cloudy Gospel
(e.g., by Luis Palau), Confusing Counseling, Dangerous Presumption (re salvation), Charismatic encounter
(tongues), Crowd Psychology (dancing), Biker Peter, Off-Color Humor, and Evaluation. Pastor Rupert
concludes: “Promise Keepers uses a watered-down Gospel which is designed not to offend. Sometimes the
message sounds like the Gospel, but it is carefully tailored not to offend works salvation, baptismal
regeneration, tongues-speaking, or extra-biblical revelation, or cults. Even the counseling of seekersis vague
and blurred to make men feel accepted without true repentance from sin. Men leave with a fal se assurance of
salvation. Promise Keepers may have good intentions but its commitment to unscriptural unity, worldly
methods, and a cloudy Gospel make it an organization no fundamental Christian can support.” [Rev. Rupert's 4-
page report is available from: Ohio Bible Fellowship, 3865 N. High St., Columbus, OH 43214, 10 copies/$3.50.
A 16-page tract on PK is available for $8/100 from Highways & Hedges, 201 Maple Ct., Liberty, SC 29657.]

EXPEDIENT FUNDAMENTALISTS—Thelate Dr. Paul N. Tassell, aformer GARBC National Rep, had this
to say in his 1983 Pathways To Power book (p142): “There are basically two kinds of fundamentalism in
Americatoday. Oneiswhat | call expedient fundamentalism. The other | refer to as obedient fundamentalism.
Expedient fundamentalists believe in the fundamentals of the faith, but they do not want to get involved in the
fight for the faith. They are interested in picking the fruit from fundamentalist orchards, but they are not willing
to fight the insidious enemies of the orchards.” Tassell went on to warn about our responsibility to separate from
apostasy and “compromising evangelicals.” It is sad to see how fast he and his own GARBC forsook his good
advice.

FALWELL'SUNWANTED NEIGHBORS—Dr. Jerry Fawell, in a9/19 e-mail, wrote: “Herein my
hometown of Lynchburg, Va., Mel White, a de facto leader in the homosexual-rights movement, has taken up
residence (with his male paramour) directly across the street from my Thomas Road Baptist Church (TRBC).
Their quest isto compel our church members and me to alter our biblical stance that homosexuality is a sinful
lifestyle. These two men accuse me of endorsing 'spiritual violence' on the homosexual community because |
continue to preach the truth of the Bible, namely that homosexuality isasin. Their in-your-face exploit has
resulted in much media attention—certainly what they hoped for....”

HCJB SPEAKER NOT CATHOLIC—The cited source in the 10/2 CC article has since learned that the
Catholic priest mentioned is not a Catholic priest but a Baptist who teaches Greek and Hebrew at the Roman
Catholic Seminary. The information we added—that HCJB is ecumenical, a member of the NRB, and has
employed over 100 Catholics still stands.

PEARSON'S DOCTRINE OF INCL USION—Charismatic bishop Carlton Pearson's “inclusion gospel” has
caused a split in his Tulsa megachurch. This doctrine teaches no declaration of belief in Christ as Savior is
necessary for going to heaven, and this has caused a mass exodus from his church (10/02 Charisma). This
theology questions the existence of aliteral hell, and states that everyone is saved—they just don't know it (5/02
CC). Pearson's response to thisis that it's “just like when [Word of Faith preacher Kenneth Hagin Sr.] says,
"You're healed—you just don't know it.” Pearson sayswe are trying to convert, and we just need to convince.

'"HOLY HIP-HOP'—The August Charisma featured an article on hip-hop music which stated: “The musicis
loud, and the beats are strong. But Christian hip-hop [an oxymoron?] artists say they're using this unorthodox
sound to reach a generation for Christ.” Readers responded (10/02 Charisma): “ The hip-hop revolution is
ordained of Satan to destroy our youth....It saddens me that you can condone amusical style that is obviously
fleshly and demonic. God is not using hip-hop to reach youth. Thisis clearly a situation where young people
don't want to separate from the world....Hip-hop music is decidedly hypnotic....Christian leaders need to
show...leadership and remove this ungodly music from their churches...Shame on Charisma for promoting
music that is corrupting our youth.”

FULLER SEMINARY A HODGEPODGE OF TRADITIONS—Fuller Seminary's Focus had an interview
with a Catholic nun about her experience as a student at Fuller. She said “I think Fuller isagreat place for a
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Catholic woman to study who wants to be taken seriously as awoman in ministry.” Fuller embraces over 100
theological traditions and is renowned for its “remarkable achievement in evangelical ecumenity,” says George
Marsden. Fuller no longer insists on such doctrines as the inerrancy of the Bible (10/7 Chr. News). It promotes
women pastors and is open to the modern charismatic movement.

WCC IN CRISI S—Financialy, the liberal World Council of Churches has spent its reserve funds, dismissed
staff members and had to secure a mortgage on its property. Over half of the 342-member church bodies do not
support the WCC at all. German churches account for one-third of the WCC's income. Another thorny issue for
the WCC is how to keep the 20 or so Orthodox bodies in the fold. They have long chafed at domination of the
WCC's theology, worship styles, social-action agenda, and decision-making processes by mostly liberal
Protestants (9/21 World). Dr. Ralph Colas who attended the recent WCC meeting (at Geneva) noted an open
disdain there for fundamentalists. Get his full report from: ACCC, P.O. Box 5455, Bethlehem, PA 18015. Send
offering.

FORMATION OF WORLD CHURCH—Mainline Protestant, Orthodox, Roman Catholic, Pentecostal and
Evangelical church leaders have met twice for conversations and are planning a third meeting in January 2003.
The 34 church leaders issued a statement entitled An Invitation to a Journey, describing how “we see a vision of
anew life together.” Thisvision “hasled usto provisionally call ourselves Christian Churches Together in the
USA because we long for greater unity.” Dr. Bob Edgar, NCC General Secretary, urged Executive Board
members to share An Invitation to a Journey broadly within their member communions. “This is an important
moment for coming together, and for talking about a new something that would be broader and deeper.”
(Proclaiming the Gospel) The Bible teaches there will be an end-time world church, but it will be led by the
Antichrist.

HUGE CATHOLIC CATHEDRAL OPENSIN LA—A new massive, 12-story Roman Catholic Cathedral
opened in Los Angeles Sept. 2 amid protests of its cost ($190 million) and abuse scandal. California Catholics
see it as a common gathering spot for uniting people of all faiths. The dedicatory four-hour Mass featured
liturgical dance and a 6,019-pipe organ. The new cathedral has 25-ton bronze doors with symbols of various
deities from around the world.
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CHURCH IRRELEVANT IN EUROPE?—For amajority of Europeans, the church seems wholly irrelevant.
Mostly only hollow shells remain of the institution that dominated Europe for 1,500 years. For example, a
century ago, 98 percent of Dutch people attended church regularly; within two generations the percentage fell

into the low teens. Today it's under 10 percent. Almost half the church buildings in Holland have been destroyed
or converted into restaurants, art galleries, or condominiums (9/9 Chr. Today). The U.S. seemsto be headed
down asimilar decadent road in a declining culture. Too many in our abundantly-blessed, once-great nation no
longer see the need to pray or worship.

CATHOLICSBELIEVE IN SALVATION BY WORK S—Rome's position has always amounted to salvation
by works whereas Biblical Christianity contends for salvation by grace. The Ontario Conference of Catholic
Bishops recently said: “....As Catholics, we believe salvation to be alife-long process, begun at our baptism and
completed only when we are finally united with God in heaven.” (5-7/02 Canadian Revivalist) Thisis further
evidence that Rome hasn't changed.

CALIFORNIA CONTROLLED BY LIBERAL S—Californiais a sad example of what happens when liberals
take over a state. It leads the nation in enshrining homosexua behavior in law. It is now state law that: 1) All K-
12 school children must be taught to “appreciate” various sexual orientations. 2) Public-school teachers and
counselors must identify children with the potential to be “intolerant” of homosexuality—and refer them for
retraining. 3) School sports teams that object to homosexual or transsexual behavior may be barred.... 4) All
taxpayers must fund marriage-equivalent benefits for homosexual partners of state employees. 5) Nonprofit
groups (e.g., Boy Scouts) that refuse to hire homosexuals may be fined up to $150,000 per incident. 6) A
person's gender is whatever he or she saysit is, regardless of biology. (8/31 World) Liberals attack religious
freedom. A current bill would prohibit Christian contractors who object to homosexuality from bidding on state
projects. Another would require all foster parents (many are Christians) to undergo homosexual “sensitivity
training.”

LOOK WHO FUNDS CHINA'S ABORTIONS—Chinas “one-child” policy, which involves forced abortion,
sterilization and infanticide, has been generously underwritten by the UN Population Fund, the World Bank, the
International Planned Parenthood Federation, and groups like Ford and Rockefeller foundations. (8/26
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New Amer.). U.S. taxpayers help fund many of these groups. [Note: Homes of women suspected of being
pregnant without state permission are destroyed.]

WEB SITE ADDRESS CORRECTION—David Cloud's correct Web site address for ordering Way of Life
literature, a huge book on CCM, videos, or for subscribing to his O Timothy magazine mentioned in the Sept.
CCis: http://www.wayoflife.org/~dcloud

F. GRAHAM ON I SL AM—Franklin Graham says. “We're not attacking Islam but Islam has attacked us. The
God of Islam is not the same God. He's not the Son of God of the ... Christian faith. It's a different God, and |
believe it isavery evil and wicked religion.” (8/24 HT) Graham protests that Muslims are free to worship and
proselytize in the U.S., while Christians are denied these freedoms in most Muslim countries.

YOGA, A HINDU PRACTICE—Yogaisanintegral part of the Hindu religion. A saying: “Thereisno Yoga
without Hinduism and no Hinduism without Yoga.” Y ogais a means of reaching an altered state of
consciousness—a door to the occult. The 7/22 Army Times had a story about Y oga as part of a proposed new
Fitness program. Y oga and Hindu meditation are becoming mainstream, even seen in churches.

OK TO OFFEND CHRISTIANS—A liberal recently said that even if 0.4 percent of our population does not
believe in God, they shouldn't be forced to be subjected to the “under God” phrase in the Pledge of Allegiance.
However, the same people who believe this, often hypocritically try to force Christians (a much bigger number
than 0.4 percent!) to be subjected to the offensive propaganda of evolution, abortion, pornography and profanity,
sex ed and homosexuality in schools.

MINORITY TYRANNY OVER MAJORITY—Pat Buchanan, appearing on premiere of Phil Donahue's
MSNBC show, said thisto Donahue: “Y ou're saying because some people want to be silent, no one can say the
Pledge (of Allegiance). | say that is minority tyranny over the rights of the mgjority....You're adictatoria
liberal, and you don't even know it.” (9/02 NLJ)

WCC UPDATE—It wasrevealed at the recent Central Committee meeting of the World Council of Churches
in Geneva, Switzerland that the liberal Council faces a severe money crunch—due to an unanticipated shortfall
in income, which was due to alossin itsinvestment portfolio and a drop in contributions. The WCC meetsin
genera assembly every eight years, the last such was in Zimbabwe in 1998. It was decided that the 2006
assembly will meet in Porto Alegre, Brazil, reportedly because “the churches [there] have a strong ecumenical
commitment and work closely with the Roman Catholic Church and Pentecostals.” ACCC Exec. Sec'y Dr.
Ralph Colas attended this and another WCC meeting with press credentials and will prepare an in-depth report,
as soon as time and funding permit—probably in November.

CATHOLICSREJECT EVANGELIZATION OF JEWS—The Catholic Church, which spent centuries
trying forcibly to convert Jews to “ Christianity,” has decided it is theologically unacceptable to target Jews for
evangelization (Boston Globe).

E-MAIL—To help avoid viruses, | may not open and reply to your e-mails unless | recognize the sender or feel
it safe to do so.

SOUTHWIDE BAPTIST FELLOWSHIP HAS SOUTHERN BAPTIST SPEAKERS—Sword of the Lord
editor Dr. Shelton Smith, in an 8/30 kindly-written bold article, expressed concern regarding a“ drift” in the
direction of the Southwide Baptist Fellowship, as evidenced by itsroster of speakers for its Oct. annual meeting
(at Highland Park Baptist Church, TTU). He said: “Listed among the speakers were two Southern Baptists, two
or three independent Baptists whose ministries are openly contemporary, and one other man whoisa
representative of an organization that could not be described as fundamentalist....” The Southern Baptists are
John Phillips and Bill Stafford. Other speakers, such as Ralph Sexton, Bradley Price and Gary Coleman have
worked in ministry with Southern Baptists/NESs (e.g., Jerry Falwell). Joe Jordan is with Word of Life. (See 8/02
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& 9/02 CCsfor the new-evangelical direction it is headed.) Dr. Smith says the problem with the SBF is now
more than a drift, and says: “1 cannot imagine myself, or any other fundamental preacher... sitting quietly by
while amajor national fundamentalist institution is led off into left field by its leadership....”

'"ATTITUDES OF NEW EVANGELICALISM 1. Disdain toward its fundamentalist heritage 2. Optimism
about reaching and winning non-religious conservatives 3. Softer and less precise view of doctrine, with
emphasis on the importance of love over doctrine. 4. Willingness to use the world's methods to attract the
unsaved 5. Lack of personal separation standards 6. Friendliness toward contemporary scientific views 7.
Willingness to accept Charismatic views and/or practices 8. Tolerance toward various eschatological positions
9. Reaction against Scofield Bible dispensationalism 10. Enchantment with contemporary scholarship and
intellectualism 11. Softness toward non-conservative views of the Bible 12. Stress upon the need for social
concern 13. Desire to cooperate with and work with non-evangelicalsin religious matters. [Dr. George
Houghton, 7-8/02 Foundation]

'ATTITUDES OF BIBLICAL FUNDAMENTALISM 1. Belief that doctrine isimportant 2. Belief that
certain doctrines are fundamental or essential to Christianity 3. Literal interpretation of the Bible 4. Recognition
of dispensational distinctions within a premillennia system of theology 5. Belief that religious liberalism is not
Christianity 6. Unwillingness to cooperate with or coexist with religious liberalism 7. Emphasis upon preaching,
evangelism and missions 8. Distrust of secular higher educational philosophy and institutions 9. Personal
commitment to holiness and godly living. [Dr. George Houghton, Foundation] Fundamentalists not only
separate from unbelief and compromise but also warn about fal se doctrines and teachers. (See Eph. 5:11, e.g.)

N.C.C. FINANCIAL WOES END?—With staff and program cutbacks, a $500,000 grant from the Lilly
Foundation, and a $600,000 deal for advanced rights to the National Council of Churches New Revised
Standard Version, the NCC can eliminate a $830,000 debt to itsrelief arm, Church World Service (8/31 HT).
Meanwhile, the U. Methodist Church, the NCC's largest donor has signaled $195,000 in cutbacks to NCC.

BAPTIST CHURCH CALLSITSFIRST WOMAN PASTOR—Sarah Shelton has been elected (131-2) the
first female pastor of Baptist Church of the Covenant, Birmingham. She is apparently the second woman pastor
to serve a Baptist Church in Ala. (8/15 Ala. Baptist). She has been a conference leader for the SBC's Woman's
Missionary Union, and was a member of the 1991 Coordinating Council of the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship,
a breakaway group from the SBC.

ABWE MISSIONARY SPEAKSIN FALWELL'S SBC CHURCH—Last year, speaking at Thomas Road
Baptist Church, missionary Jim Bowers —whose wife Roni and daughter were killed after their plane was shot
down by a Peruvian jet — said that in his wife's death she reached more people with the Gospel than she ever
could in life. (7/02 NLJ)

WHAT HAPPENED TO HINN'SHEALING CENTER?—Flamboyant charismatic evangelist Benny Hinn
three years ago promised to build a World Healing Center near Dallas. He requested funds for it but now says
the decision to delay the project was divinely inspired (6/23 Dallas Morn. News). His ministry collects about
$60 million per year in donations. He is said to have built his theology around a theory that sending money to
him will bring even greater riches from God. Critics say the healing center project was a fund-raising gimmick
and “one of many false promises he has made to finance a globe-trotting ministry and lavish lifestyle.” They say
he leases a personal jet and luxury cars, and is seen on television laden with gold rings, watches and bracel ets.

CATHOLIC PRIEST SPEAKSFOR HCJB RADIO & IBS—Roman Catholic scholar Cosme Damian Vivas
was one of the speakers at a conference on August 13-15 at the Larson Center in Quito, Ecuador. It was
sponsored jointly by HCIB World Radio and the International Bible Society. Vivas, who iswith the Greater
Archdiocese Seminary in Colom, Ecuador, isa Greek scholar. Such ecumenical affiliation is open disobedience
to the Word of God. (David Cloud, (8/30 FBIS) HCJB, the first missionary radio station, was founded in 1931
by Christian & Missionary Alliance Bible believers, but has promoted ecumenical programs, and employed over
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100 Roman Catholics. It isamember of the NRB. (7/15/87 CC).

THE OPEN VIEW OF GOD—Dr. Gregory Boyd, theology professor at Bethel College & Seminary (MN) and
pastor of Woodland Hills Baptist Church, is at the center of the open theism controversy which guestions the
foreknowledge and omniscience of God. Boyd is quoted in the 8/02 OBF Visitor: “We create the reality of our
decisions by making them. And until we make them, they don't exist... There simply isn't anything to know until
we make it there to know. So God can't foreknow the good or bad decisions of the people He creates until He
creates these people and they in turn create their decisions.” We must reject this unscriptural teaching.

N.C.C. NAMES A QUAKER TO ECUMENICAL POST—The Nationa Council of Churches has named a
Quaker and aformer official of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops to head up theological work for
ecumenical discussions. This comes at acritical time when the NCC attempts to reinvent itself to attract
participation of Catholics, Evangelicals and Pentecostals (8/02 The Servant). Leaders plan a meeting to discuss
the future with non-NCC member churches, including Catholics, Salvation Army and the Church of God in
Christ.

A.C.C.C. MEETING SET FOR MISSOURI—The 618t Annual Meeting of the American Council of
Christian Churches is scheduled for Oct. 22-24 at Monett, Mo. The executive committee meets Oct. 21. Host
pastor is Rev. Kevin Hilton. Conference theme: “Is There Not a Cause? Speakers include: John Vaughn,
Stephen Jones, Jim Fields, Mark Franklin, Howard Carlson, and Kevin Colas. ACCC Exec. Secretary Ralph
Colas and ACCC President John McKnight will lead panel discussions. Russ Carnagey and Ron Fieker will lead
in Devotional and Prayer times. Get a Program from ACCC, POB 5455, Bethlehem, PA 18015. E-mail:
accc@juno.com

FFBC RESOLUTIONS—The Fellowship of Fundamental Bible Churches adopted good resolutions on the
following topics at its Annual meeting at Tri-State Bible Camp & Conference Center in Montague, NJ on Aug.
12-16: (1) Sept. 11, 2001 Terrorist Attacks (2) Islam (3) Reaffirmation of Fundamentalism (4) The Roman
Catholic Church in Crisis (5) The Heresy of Harold Camping [Family Radio founder].

ANN LANDERS GAVE GOOD & BAD ADVICE—AnNN Landers died June 23 in her Chicago home. Her
advice was a mixture of good and bad. She excused homosexuality and did not oppose abortion (7/1 Chr. News).
She was a witty relativist who once referred a reader to a Unitarian clergyman.

Send commentsto jhuffman2@juno.com
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SWEDEN'S 'HATE SPEECH' LAW—Swedish lawmakers have given initial approval to alaw that could
have a chilling effect on preaching against active homosexuality (8/5 CT). Sweden's parliament passed a bill
criminalizing “hate speech” against homosexuals. A final reading is set for thisfall.

DANGERS IN CHRISTIAN BOOKSTORES—David Cloud has avideo by thistitle [Way of Life, P.O. Box
610368, Port Huron, M1 48061, 866/295-4143 (toll free)] of a message where he lists seven “dangers’ (books
and authors), and gives supporting evidence for dangerous philosophies of positivism, ecumenicism, anti-
fundamentalism, charismatism, church growth, psychology, and miscellaneous heresies and heretics. Surging
sales have made the evangelical and charismatic book market go mainstream. Secular publishers are buying up
some Christian companies, so books now more than ever, need to be screened for doctrinal purity. Linda Hoff,
manager of the Maranatha Christian bookstore in Cleveland says (6/29 Houston Chronicle): “Every time a
Christian company is bought by a secular company we cringe because you don't know what is going to come out
of them next.”

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS UNMASKED—Dr. Cathy Burns has released a new expanded edition of her
1991 book by thistitle (see 5/15/92 CC). She has mainly added more on the occult foundations of AA, and a
new chapter on how Rockefeller and his friends helped finance and promote AA. This well-documented book
gives a surprising glimpse into the lives of AA's co-founders, alook at the Twelve Steps, and an assessment of
how effective its program really is. It presents many facts about a coholism and its effect on the body, and gives
amessage of hope and deliverance. Y ou may order this book from: Sharing, 212 E. Seventh St., Mt.. Carmel,
PA 17851. Retail priceis $11.95 + $1.75 postage.

WARNING ON CCM—David Cloud has a 2-hour video tape which gives atimely warning on the inroads
made by Contemporary Christian Music into fundamental churches. This takes various forms and he shows
excerpts of these from conferences he has attended, etc. CCM is a controversial subject today but its corruption
cannot be written off asa“ preference” difference. To find out how to receive the video, or a huge book on
CCM—or to subscribe to Bro. Cloud's O Timothy magazine—contact him at 866/295-4143 (toll free), or
fbns@wayoflife.org, or http://wayoflife.org/~dcloud .
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CONFUSED COLLEGIANS—Per arecent survey: 37% of all college students said they would be “likely to
try to evade the draft;” 71% disagree with the statement that U.S. values are superior to those of other nations,
79% do not believe western culture is superior to Arab culture; 61% say they generally have afavorable opinion
of Islam; and that 57% believe the policies of the U.S. are “at least somewhat responsible” for the September 11
terrorist attacks. (July/August 2002 World).

AMY GRANT RETURNS—Recently divorced-and-remarried “ Christian” rock star Amy Grant is back with
not one but two albums—one aimed at reviving old hymns, the other at the pop market. She began her career as
a CCM singer but crossed over into secular rock, throwing the CCM industry into an identity crisis (2/1/99 CC).
She grew up in Nashville, the daughter of a surgeon. Her family belonged to a Church of Christ (“works
salvation”) church. A 6/15 Houston Chronicle article notes: “Looking back at the hundreds of church services
she attended as a child, Christian music star Amy Grant can't recall one sermon. It's the music that got to her.”
Music can be a strong power for good or evil. CCM/rock today is having a corrupting power and influencein
many fundamentalist churches which ignore it at their peril.

PLANNED PARENTHOOD USES TAXPAYER FUNDS—Planned Parenthood is America’s largest aborter
of unborn babies. Its 128 affiliates operate 875 clinicsin 48 states and DC. It is now trying to bring sex
education programs and abortion counseling into churches, calling its programs “faith-based initiatives’ (7/27
World). PP uses taxpayer dollars not only to kill unborn babies, but also to cover up the sexual abuse of minor
children. Life Dynamics, via undercover phone callsto all PP clinics, found that about 8 in 10 PP workers who
agreed on tape to conceal evidence of child sex abuse (8/10 World). School districts are now being warned of
potential legal liability if they refer minor children to PP.

VOUCHER RULING A BIG PLUM FOR CATHOL ICS—The Supreme Court in a Cleveland case recently
ruled that tuition vouchers are constitutional. Thisisabig financial windfall for the Roman Catholic parochial
school system. Bob Ross says (7/8 Chr. News) that this means “most of the voucher money will go into the
coffers of schools under the operational control of unmarried priests, nuns and their superiors, many of whom
have been publicly implicated in recent months and years with pedophilia and homosexuality.”

I.R.A. APOLOGIZES—The Irish Republican Army has apologized for killing hundreds of civiliansin its three-
decade-long reign of terror. Some Protestant groups have also perpetrated violence, but the most violence by far
has come from the IRA. The Providence Journal (8/7 HT) says. “The IRA has often been a murderous
organization and well peopled with thugs, thieves and other criminals.” The PJ also mentioned the IRA's links

to foreign terror groups.

'PENSACOLA OUTPOURING' BUILDING BURNED—L ightning struck the roof of the 2,200-seat
Brownsville Assembly of God church on July 4, setting it ablaze and causing an estimated $1 million in damage
(7/27 World). This was a center for the “laughing revival” in recent years, where people were “sain in the
Spirit,” laying on the floor for hours, and other weird charismatic happenings took place. (See 10/15/98 CC).

CBF WANTSTO JOIN BWA, SBC OBJECTS—Theliberal Baptist World Alliance is the international
umbrella entity of Baptists. Founded in 1905, it represents over 200 Baptist unions and conventions that include
about 44.5 million baptized believers and 110 million worshipersin 193,000 Baptist churches. The Southern
Baptist Convention, afounding member of the BWA, isits largest member body with 16 million church
members. It also funds about 20 percent of BWA's $2.1 million annual budget. (7/18 Ala. Baptist) The
Cooperative Baptist Fellowship, established in 1991, isalibera breakaway group from the SBC. The 11-year
conflict arose again recently at a BWA meeting in Spain, over SBC's opposition to CBF's application for BWA
membership.
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MORE CBF LIBERALISM—The Cooperative Baptist Fellowship is a breakaway organization of moderates
and liberals. Last year, a CBF auxiliary partner ministry featured a breakfast rife with stridently feminist God
language and had songs and prayers to “Mother God.” (See 9/15/01 CC.) Thisyear's meeting in Fort Worth was
marked by allegations of plagiarism by CBF Resource Coordinator Reba Cobb of a 1970s-era sermon from a
book said to be “afull-orbed defense of the far left of American religious feminism.” This source of her speech
contained lesbian and erotic writings (7/8 Chr. News). CBF Coordinator Daniel Vestal wants dialogue with
Muslims and said the CBF is committed to interfaith dialogue (7/11 Ala.Bapt.). The national CBF elected a
Missouri woman, Cynthia Holmes, as moderator-elect.

RECENT NEW COLLEGE LEADERS—Dr. William E. Brown, president of Bryan College since 1992, isto
succeed Dr. Paul Dixon as president of Cedarville University (GARBC partner) in early 2003. *** Dr. George
D. Y oustra recently announced his retirement as president of Clearwater Christian College and Dr. Richard A.
Stratton is the new president-elect. *** Dr. Matt Olson succeeds Dr. Les Ollila as president of Northland Baptist
Bible College. *** Dr. Tim Jordan became Chancellor of Calvary Baptist Seminary and is succeeded as
President by Dr. David Burggraff. *** Dr. David Bouler was elected President of Tennessee Temple University
succeeding Dr. Roger Stiles who became V-P. (Dr. Barkev Trachian is Temple Baptist Seminary President.)

SPONG'S'NEW CHRISTIANITY'—Former Episcopalian Bishop John Shelby Spong denies the Trinity,
Christ's deity and resurrection, and many other tenets of historical Christianity. He now proposes a“new
Christianity” which must be able to “incorporate all of our reality. It must be able to allow God and Satan to
come together in each of us....It must unite Christ with Antichrist, Jesus with Judas, male with female,
heterosexua with homosexua” (7-8 World).

DE HAAN SUCCUMBS TO PARKINSON'S—Richard W. De Haan, former head of RBC Ministries and
creator in 1968 of the weekly Day of Discovery TV program, died in July. He was 79 and suffered from
Parkinson's disease. He took over his family's broadcast ministry when his father, well-known Bible teacher
M.R. De Haan, died in 1965. He was the voice of the daily “Radio Bible Class’ for over 30 years until his
retirement in 1985 (8/10 World). He attended Wheaton and Calvin colleges and Northern Baptist Seminary and
generally continued the scriptural teaching of hisfather. We have disagreed with their teaching that Jesus could
have sinned, and have long been concerned about the drift toward New Evangelicalism. Liberals and New
Evangelicals were sometimes quoted in Our Daily Bread devotional booklets.

FORMER CT EDITOR KENNETH KANTZER DIES—Dr. Kenneth Kantzer, 85, died June 20. He had a
Ph.D. from Harvard, taught at Wheaton and Trinity, and was editor of the new-evangelical Christianity Today
from 1978 to 1982. He praised the Pope and referred to him as “the successor of St. Peter” in the 9/6/85 CT. He
said of hell: “But when Jesus spoke of flames...these are most likely figurative warnings.”

WHITHER TENNESSEE TEMPLE UNIVERSITY ?—We would like to be able to sincerely recommend
Tennessee Temple Schools (and Temple Baptist Seminary). After al, it'sonly alittle over 100 miles from us
(closer than any other such “evangelical” entity), and we have found their professors (the ones we've met
through the years) to be nice folks. So, what's the problem? It's one that few ever mention anymore—the
doctrine of Biblical separation! Routinely and habitually, year after year, TTU/TBS invites speakers identified,
in varying degrees, as being in the New Evangelical camp. Some are reputed to be ecumenicals. Listed speakers
in recent years include the following: Drs. Warren Wiersbe, Stephen Olford (So. Baptist), Mark Senter (Trinity
Int'l U.), Walter Kaiser (Gordon-Conwell Sem.), Tom Mahairas, Kenn Gangel (Dallas/Toccoa), Eugene Merrill
(DTS?), and Gary Habermas (Liberty U., defender of Shroud of Turin hoax). Trinity, Gordon-Conwell, Dallas,
and Liberty have al for years taken a New Evangelical stance. TTU Pres. Dr. David Bouler was listed to speak
at Word of Lifeand WOL's Dr. Joe Jordan was to speak at TTU last month. (See 8/02 CC for the “legacy” WOL
founder Jack Wyrtzen left on separation.) We know of no one who is perfect on thisissue, but should it not
grieve all of us when this Bible doctrine is so ignored?
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PASTORS, CHURCHESMUST TEACH DOCTRINE—A doctrineless people will soon become a
directionless people. They have no anchorage and no sense of direction. They are without guidance...A
doctrineless people is a spineless people. They have no great convictions to put strength into their characters.
They have no principles for which to fight. They do not know what the controversy means. They have no
criterianor canons for evaluation. They do not sense the dangers or the issuesinvolved. Therefore, they are
supine and soft and easily succumb. (April 2002, Baptist Banner)

'SILENT' EVANGELICALSARE USED BY WCC COMMITTEES—Thomas Oden, Drew University
professor and executive editor of Christianity Today, pleads for unity in the August 5 CT and says the growing
half of the world church is not liberal, but evangelical, charismatic, and Pentecostal. He writes. “A few
evangelicals appear on WCC committees, but these are typically 'safe’ evangelicals who will not offer
substantive critique of the Geneva office [of WCC], and whose attendance makes the WCC appear to be
evangelically acceptable.” Oden says this won't work. “Not until the WCC receives centrist evangelicals as
equal partners can there be constructive engagement.” Why do evangelicals want to be “unequally yoked” with
the apostate world religion of the leftist WCC? God's Word commands separation.

'EQUALLY PARTNERED' OR 'UNEQUALLY YOKED'?—Thomas Oden, executive editor of Christianity
Today, wants the liberal World Council of Churchesto “receive’” the World Evangelical Alliance as an “equal
partner” (or vice versa). He says. “ Somein the WEA would love to see[it] lurch in more liberal directionsin
environmental and government regulatory policy, while some in the WCC would like to see more biblical and
classical Christian teaching.” The Global Christian Forum appears to look beyond the WCC to include
evangelicals, Pentecostals, Roman Catholics and the Orthodox (8/5 CT). Oden says. “ Oddly, there is more
conversation between evangelicals and Catholics than between liberal and evangelical Protestants.” He laments
the divisions that ecumenism has caused and continues to reinforce.

DISCIPLES OF MCINTIRE isthetitle of a new book by Dr. Timothy Tow. He relates how he became Dr.
Carl Mclntire's disciple and gives some history of the WCC/ICCC and the Bible Presbyterian Churchin
Singapore, etc. He has an interesting closing chapter on “Mclintire's Maxims.” Some may disagree with the few
pages devoted to “ Christian Sabbath,” KJB, Scofieldism, etc. Get this 131-page book from Far Eastern Bible
College, Email: febc@pacific.net.sg, or visit the Web site at: http://www.lifefebc.com

Send commentsto jhuffman2@juno.com
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TAXPAYERS MUST PAY FOR CYBERPORN IN PUBLIC LIBRARIES —A federal court recently
ruled that a Children's Internet Protection Act (CIPA), requiring Web filters at public libraries, is
unconstitutional (6/15 World).The three-judge panel said legislatures cannot force public libraries to

install software that blocks sexually explicit sites from their public computers. This forces taxpayers to
pay for people to view public pornography in public libraries. What next?

MASONRY & SOUTHERN BAPTISTS—Messengers at the recent Southern Baptist Convention
rejected voting on a resolution describing Freemasonry as incompatible with Christianity. An
estimated 500,000 to 1.3 million Southern Baptists, including an estimated 15 percent of SBC pastors
and 18 percent of SBC deacons, are members of the Masonic Lodge (6/24 Chr. News). Masons are
not a harmless fraternity but indeed a dangerous religion. Its own books say it is a religion. It teaches
that Jesus is not God and that a person must work his way to heaven. (See 12/1/97 & 2/1/02 CC s.)

SAUDIS 'WORST RELIGIOUS FREEDOM VIOLATORS'—Saudi Arabia tops the list of religious
freedom violators. It is a charter member of the United Nations, yet it brazenly ignores the UN's
Universal Declaration of Human Rights, which asserts the right to profess, propagate and change faith
(7/8 C. Today). Pakistan, another of our allies in the war on terror, keeps terrorizing non-Muslims and
imprisoning Christians.

DR. FALWELL, IS HAGEE NO LONGER A HERETIC?—We have a copy of Jerry Falwell's May 6,
1994 The Liberty Flame (now defunct?), with the front page headline "John Hagee: Heretic?" We now
see the same John Hagee pictured and listed on page 2 of Jerry Falwell's July 2002 National Liberty
Journal to bring a Patriotic Message for Falwell's Independence Day Celebration (July 3). Is Hagee no
longer a heretic, as the 1994 article quoted Paige Patterson and newspapers as suggesting? The
main problem was Hagee's "Two Covenant" belief (see 6/15/94 CC). If he no longer believes it, or
was misquoted, he should explain his belief. The 1994 article said in 1975 Hagee resigned as pastor
of a charismatic church saying his marriage was over and he had become "immoral” in personal
conduct. He became pastor of Cornerstone Church (San Antonio) and remarried in 1975. His Web
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site July 2002 listed a "Cornerstone Fourth of July Campmeeting featuring "Pastor Hagee and his
guests, Bishop T.D. Jakes, John Maxwell, Jesse Duplantis...." Jakes and Duplantis are charismatics.
Jakes was recently accused of being a "Oneness Pentecostal,” which denies the Trinity.

BENEDICTS OPEN FOR MEETINGS—Willard and Donna Benedict have just completed a ministry in

church planting and are open to minister in Bible/mission conferences. Reach them at: 9442 SE 174 th
Loop, Summerfield, FL 34491-6457.

NEW BOOK ON BILL GOTHARD —Ron Hensel and Don and Joy Veinot have authored a new book,
A Matter of Principles , endorsed by leading Evangelical leaders. It gives the background and cultural
setting for an in-depth analysis of Bill Gothard's teachings. Hensel is completing a Master's degree at
Wheaton; the Veinots are staff researchers and writers for Midwest Outreach Journal. Gothard is
president of the Institute in Basic Life Principles. They acknowledge his sincerity and cite his
phenomenal popularity. But they charge him with many "strange" and inconsistent teachings and
practices—his "chain of command" authority structure teaching, his courtship views, his twisting and
misuse of Scripture, taking things out of context, etc. The "strange" teachings include: necessity of
circumcision for Christians, arranged marriages and a ritual that engages a daughter to her father until
marriage, an unscriptural "chain of command" authority system, belief that no one should ever go
against parental counsel, no matter how old the child or wicked the parents—and even when they tell
us to perform actions we believe to be contrary to God's will (unless it's against the direct command of
God), teaches that loneliness is sin that must be repented of, embraces the Galatian error on
sanctification, says grace as unmerited favor is a faulty definition (says "grace is merited by a person's
humility.”). He says grace for salvation is not merited, but cites Noah, Moses and Gideon as OT
examples of those who found grace and "possessed qualities that merited God's favor." The authors
discuss Gothard's "cover up" of a 1980 sex scandal involving his brother Steve (IBLP v-p) who
"confessed to deception and fornication with several women." Far from being a Fundamentalist
screed, the book is endorsed by many (and mostly) New Evangelicals. Including: Two SBC seminary
professors, a Dallas Seminary professor, and Dr. Jay Adams. We have carried several articles in past
years warning about some of Gothard's dangerous doctrines and practices (e.g., 4/1/97 CC). The
383-page book can be ordered from: Midwest Christian Outreach, PO Box 455, Lombard, IL 60148,
Phone 630/627-9028, www.midwestoutreach.org . Price is $15.99 +. p&h.

ALCOHOL'S IMPACT ON CAMPUS—A deeply ingrained culture has developed on U.S. college
campuses that promotes the drinking of alcoholic beverages, with thousands of deaths, injuries,
sexual assaults and health problems, per a new report (6/10 Chr. News). Another study revealed a
significant increase in binge drinking at schools for women.

DID JESUS SIN?—Barna Research Group says a quarter of Americans feel strongly that Jesus
sinned when he lived on earth. "Feel strongly" is the trouble. Many today let feelings take precedence
over doctrines of the Word of God. To suggest that Jesus may have committed sins when He lived on
earth is blasphemy. If He sinned, He couldn't be our Savior.

FALWELL & CHARISMATICS—Dr. Jerry Falwell has a long history of working with charismatics,
dating back to Moral Majority and PTL days. Charismatic leader Stephen Strang, publisher of the
movement's main magazine (Charisma), paid a 1997 bridge-building visit to Falwell and came away
praising his openness to charismatics (see 10/15/97 CC). Falwell has platform-shared and
participated with several charismatics, such as at the 1996 Washington for Jesus Rally with Rock
Church pastor John Gimenez. (6/15/96 CC). He featured Jim Cymbala and his Brooklyn Tabernacle
choir at his Super Conference '99. Cymbala is reportedly a charismatic, and indeed runs in those
circles (see 9/15/99 & 2/1/01 CCs). Falwell also paid tribute to and praised "false prophet” Benny Hinn
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(8/15/00, 4/1/00, & 12/15/99 CCs). Falwell announced in his 7/02 National Liberty Journal that John
Hagee of Cornerstone Church in San Antonio is a July 3 featured speaker at Falwell's church. Hagee
is a dynamic preacher against the moral sins of our day but is solidly linked to the charismatic
movement. He has pulpit-shared with Hinn and Oral Roberts, and received an honorary degree from
ORU. Falwell had a long article in his 5/6/94 Liberty Flame titled "John Hagee: Heretic?" (see 6/15/94
CQC).

DAVE WYRTZEN MINISTERS AT GRAHAM CENTER—Dave Wyrtzen is offended that a May 21
Chr. Today article linked his father (Word of Life founder) Jack Wyrtzen with Carl Mclntire and Bob
Jones, Jr. in labeling Billy Graham a liberal (7/8 Chr. Today). He said his father "deeply respected the
biblical purity of Billy's lifelong gospel message and remained personal friends" with Graham. [Note:
We would question the "biblical purity” of Graham's gospel.] Wyrtzen went on to say: "Jack did not
consider Billy his enemy, and with my brother Don, | look forward to ministering this summer at the
Billy Graham Training Center." Note how unscriptural and fraught with danger Dave's last sentence is:
"Dad's legacy taught us that ‘friendship' and ‘the communion of saints' were far more important than
separatism and jealous controversy.” What a sad legacy, this deprecation of the biblical doctrine of
separation!

THE CULT OF JABEZ is the title of a new 118-page book by Steve Hopkins. He makes the case that
the loud clamor of prayers by millions in the wealthiest nation, making personal demands that God
"bless me, bless ME a lot, etc.,” are drowning out prayers of suffering believers. Hopkins says: "All
across the world believers in Christ are suffering in need of the basic necessities for daily survival. Yet
while they are being persecuted and martyred for their faith in Jesus, millions of professing Christians
in America and Europe covet a life of perpetual ease, and plenty." He quotes extensively from Bruce
Wilkinson's three Jabez books and says the recitation of words or prayers ("vain repetitions,"
"Incantations”) is "the cornerstone of the occultic teachings of witchcraft and sorcery.” You can get
Hopkins' book from: COJ Book Offer, Bethel Press, Box 777, Burnet, TX 78611. Price is $12
(including s&h). Ten or more rate is $5.39 each.

FBF RESOLUTION ON NEW EVANGELICALISM IN FUNDAMENTALISM—Realizing that
significant numbers of professing Fundamentalists continue to drift into New Evangelicalism, we
grieve over this departure from Biblical separation and call for an unwavering commitment to a bold,
militant defense of truth. As Fundamentalists, we must be willing to point out error and deal with it
honestly, and when necessary, to separate from New Evangelicalism posing as Fundamentalism. We
reaffirm our beliefs and practices concerning ecclesiastical and personal separation, and resolve to
model Biblical love, intellectual honesty, diligent study, Scriptural preaching, appropriate debate, Holy
Spirit dependence, joyful endurance, pure character, and gentleness of spirit, but deplore and forsake
hypocrisy, unapproachableness, rashness, reactionism, contentiousness, and unteachableness.

GRAHAM DOESN'T WARN LAMB OF WOLVES—BIlly Graham, quoted in 5-6 Foundation from
10/10/99 St. Louis Dispatch: "I am not a pastor of a church. That's not my responsibility. My
responsibility is to preach the Gospel to everyone and let them choose their own church, whether it is
Catholic or Protestant or Orthodox or whatever it is. And to me that's between an individual and a
church and God."

IBFNA RESOLUTION: RESPONDING TO COMPROMISE IN THE GARBC—WHEREAS, the
Independent Baptist Fellowship of North America (IBFNA) exists to lead the cause for Biblical
Separation and this leadership requires both teaching the truth and warning against compromise (Col.
1:28), and WHEREAS, continuing compromise is evident in many of the churches affiliated with the
General Association of Regular Baptist Churches (GARBC) and its partnering schools and agencies,
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and WHEREAS, symptomatic of this compromise is the appointment of Dr. William Brown, currently
the president of new-evangelical Bryan College (Dayton, TN) as the next president of Cedarville
University, and WHEREAS, this appointment continues the theological decline Cedarville University
has pursued for many years under the leadership of its retiring president, Dr. Paul Dixon, as
demonstrated by the speakers in its chapel pulpit, the lack of separatist teaching in its classrooms, the
rapid descent into worldliness in its most recent jazz festival, and the discarding of its former musical
and theological standards, and WHEREAS, the GARBC is cooperating with the theological
compromise of Cedarville University, the site of the 2002 Annual Conference, through its partnering
relationship, and WHEREAS, partnering has proved no better than the approval system but has only
served to deflect criticism of the GARBC, and WHEREAS, we recognize that there are several of our
fundamentalist brethren who remain in the GARBC, BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED that we, the
members of the IBFNA meeting in Annual Conference in Middleburg Heights, Ohio, June 25-27, 2002,
do affirm that affiliation with the GARBC is inconsistent with the Biblical Doctrine of Separation that
has been the very purpose of the IBFNA from its inception. BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that we
encourage all of our fundamentalist brethren to withdraw from the GARBC and that they rally together
with the IBFNA in raising high the standard carried by the separatist founders of the GARBC. BE IT
FINALLY RESOLVED that we instruct the Editor of the IBFNA Review to provide Pastors and church
members with current information about the compromise in the GARBC so that the IBFNA continues
to follow the example of Dr. Robert T. Ketcham, Dr. Paul R. Jackson, and other past leaders of the
GARBC, who challenged the compromises of their day and defended Biblical Separation in official
GARBC publications.

NEW BOOK ON HOLY LAND—Dr. Stewart Custer served many years as chairman of the Division of
Bible at BJU and currently pastors Trinity Bible Church at Greer, SC. He and his wife have led
numerous tours of the Holy Land. He has a fabulous big book, Stones of Witness—an extraordinary
collection of photos of Holy Land sights (best we've ever seen!) with an artfully-weaved concise text.
You can order this 236-page book and CD from Janella Murry, BJU Press. Phone: 864/242-5100, Ext.
4350. E-mail: jmurry@bjup.com

IBFNA CONFERENCE REPORT—The 12th Annual Family Bible Conference of the Independent
Baptist Fellowship of North America took place June 25-27 at Middleburg Heights, Ohio. The
preaching, music, and fellowship were good (see June CC for list of speakers). Officers elected to
new two-year terms were: Jeff Bailey is the new Moderator, succeeding Dr. Clay Nuttall; Dan Brown is
the new IBFNA Secretary; and Tom Hamilton is Treasurer. Dave Reinhardt is the new Editor of The
Review, succeeding Paul Gustine. Next year's meeting is tentatively set for Norwich, Conn.

IBFNA HONORS CC EDITOR—The Independent Baptist Fellowship of North America presented its
Watchman Award to this editor at its annual convention June 27. A plaque with the Ezek. 3:17 verse
had this notation: "For His Contributions to Our Fellowship and the Cause of Fundamentalism as
Editor of the Calvary Contender." What an undeserved surprise!

Send commentsto jhuffman2@juno.com
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'GET KIDS OUT OF CALIF. PUBLIC SCHOOLS' —Most public schools today have become
government indoctrination centers. James Dobson recently urged parents not to send their kids to
public schools in California for fear they could be corrupted by a pro-homosexual agenda. His Focus

on the Family last year singled out 10 “radical bills” that would “require [Calif.] teachers to tell children
that homosexuality is normal and that anybody who objects is hateful.” (5/02 Baptist Banner) Dr.
Laura (4/9) stood with Dobson and said: “Take your kids out of public schools.” Pat Buchanan said
(3/28): “Anyone who teaches a child that homosexuality is a moral, natural and healthy lifestyle is
lying to that child.”

CARTER'S TREK TO CUBA—Former president Jimmy Carter, in a five-day trip in May, became the
first U.S. president since Calvin Coolidge to set foot in Cuba. He dined with Castro, praised his
“superb systems of health care and universal education,” and called for the lifting of the 40-year-old
U.S. embargo of the communist country. [Why didn't he lift it when he was president?] White House
officials said Carter's visit was an undeserved public-relations coup for Castro (5/25 World ). Alina
Fernandez, the émigré daughter of the Cuban dictator, chastised Carter for playing into the hands of
her father's brutal and repressive regime (6/02 NLJ). Forget Castro's charm offensive, Cuba for nearly
10 years has been producing bio-terrorism weapons complicit with Russia (6/1 World ). Pres. Carter is
not only undiscerning politically, but also spiritually so. He, as a Baptist Sunday School teacher, said it
is wrong to believe that Mormon doctrine is essentially non-Christian and that Mormons are in need of
evangelization (12/15/97 CC).

HABITAT: A GLOBAL RELIGION—Habitat for Humanity has built over 120,000 homes for poor
people both here and overseas. It “gladly partners with people of other faiths,” and “it's not unusual to
see a [Jewish] synagogue sponsoring a Habitat home” (6/10 Chr. Today). We noted (1/1/97 CC) that
Habitat is ecumenical to the core and basically a global religion. We quoted its founder: “Habitat is in
sympathy with the efforts of the World Council of Churches and other groups to influence churches
and God's people to cooperate and work together.” Last year HFH formally launched a new
partnership with the National Council of Churches (7/15/01 CC).
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IS MARIJUANA HARMLESS?—White House drug czar John Walters says marijuana is not a
harmless high. He says today's potheads inhale smoke that is 10 to 20 times stronger than what
earlier generations used, making it addictive enough that 60 percent of “teens in drug treatment have
a primary marijuana diagnosis.” (5/11 World) Walters says the drug has carcinogens, can hurt a
user's concentration and memory, and is linked to tens of thousands of car accidents.

GAMBLING IS A LOSING BET—Timothy Kelly, a gambling researcher, says legalized betting costs
federal and state governments over $6 billion a year in gambling-related expenses. These include
funding addiction treatment centers and handling higher numbers of bankruptcies—and those costs
don't include the personal hardships suffered by families whose breadwinners wager their wages
away (5/20 USN&WR). Of the over 800 casinos now spanning the nation, roughly 450 are located in
Nevada and Atlantic City.

GUN CONTROL IN ENGLAND—RBritain outlawed handguns about 5 years ago, and since then, there
has been a jump in handgun crime of 40 percent (6/3 New Amer. ). Robbers in England simply refuse
to abide by the gun-control laws so the number of London's armed robbery victims rose 53 percent
between April and November 2001 (6/8 World). The chances of being mugged in London are six
times greater than in New York. The old prediction is true: “When guns are outlawed, only outlaws
have guns.” [The Bush administration recently defended the Second Amendment right for individuals
to keep and bear arms, but subject to “reasonable restrictions.”]

MAKUJINA HAS NEW PUBLISHER FOR MUSIC BOOK—John Makujina has a new publisher for his
large 303-page book on CCM/rock music. Measuring the Music (see our 6/1/00 review) is now
available from Old Paths Publications, 1 Bittersweet Path, Willow Street, PA 17584, 800-999-4541.

OPRAH'S 'GOSPEL'—The gospel according to Oprah offends no one, promises everything, and asks
nothing except that devotees earn their way to a nebulous salvation (5/21 CT). Oprah says, “One of
the biggest mistakes humans make is to believe there is only one way. Actually, there are many
diverse paths leading to what you call God.” (4/02 CC)

ACCREDITATION DENIED OVER CREATIONISM STAND—Accreditation was denied Patrick Henry
College, an outreach to home-schooled students, because of its stated “biblical worldview” and its
instruction in creationism (6/02 NLJ). Its president, Michael Farris, said PHC is denied its freedom to
think, believe, and speak contrary to the norm of academia. The rather new PHC has about 150
students. It plans to appeal.

IS HUMAN CLONING MURDER?—With the rise of bio-technology, the protection of life requires
opposition to human cloning and embryo-destroying stem-cell research (5/4 World). Destroying an
embryo that was created by cloning is the moral equivalent of taking a human life (5/9 Ala. Baptist ).
“Human cloning is a grievous assault on God as the author of life and an insult to Him as the Lord of
life. Human cloning of embryos for the purpose of destroying them for their stem cells multiplies that
horror....” (1/1 CC).

SBC'S 'TENUOUS' SUPPORT OF BWA—The Southern Baptist Convention continues to provide
substantial funding for the Baptist World Alliance—an organization that has ties to the one-world
church movement. The BWA has ties to the United Nations and the World Council of Churches.
Former SBC president Paige Patterson says the relationship between the SBC and the BWA is
“tenuous” and “under continuous evaluation.” (5/15 AgapePress) He said it's always a difficult
decision, do you stay in and try to keep it from getting out of hand, or do you vacate it? He adds: “And
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of course the independent Baptists' effort has always been to separate....”

N.A.E. TO WASHINGTON—The National Association of Evangelicals board voted May 1 to move its
headquarters from Azusa, Calif. to Washington, DC. The June 10 Chr. Today said the move “marks
the latest step back from the controversial tenure of Kevin Mannoia who resigned in July 2001 amid
financial woes, controversy over ecumenical relations, and a sharp rebuff from National Religious
Broadcasters.” (Get Dr. Ralph Colas's firsthand report on all this from: ACCC, P.O. Box 5455,
Bethlehem, PA 18015.)

PRESBYTERIANS LOST 32,000 MEMBERS IN 2001—The nation's largest Presbyterian body
(PCUSA) lost 31,549 members last year. This decline follows a larger steady trend in liberal
Protestant mainline churches since membership peaked in the mid-1960s (5/27 Christian News), Over
$4.2 million in personnel and program cutbacks were announced.

MAINLINE UNBELIEF—Archbishop Dmitri Royster, a former Southern Baptist, is now a maverick of
the Orthodox Church. He observed (5/21 Chr. Today ) that many visitors to his church say they come
due to problems within their own mainline [liberal] denominations. He said: “There is a weakness
there, a denial of the divinity of Christ and of the integrity of the Scriptures.” He recalls an incident
when he was teaching Greek to seminarians at Perkins School of Theology [U. Meth.]. “| asked the
class how many believed in the divinity of Christ. After | defined it—not just that Jesus was a divinely
inspired teacher, but that he was truly the Son of God—not one student in the class would agree.”

IS THE CC DEPRESSIVE?—Someone recently remarked to us, “I've quit reading the Contender , it's
too depressive.” We of course understand where this friend is coming from and concede that negative
news and warnings are not popular. They were not in Isaiah's day either. The people wanted to hear
“smooth things,” not “right” things (Isa. 30:8-10). In the physical realm, would we not want a doctor to
inform us if we had cancer? Indeed we want the truth, even if it isn't always “positive.” The doctor
would not relish being the bearer of “negative” news, just as we derive no joy from reporting
unpleasant news. A worn out cliché: “It is easier to be an appeaser than an opposer.” Some say the
Bible is “depressing.” It mentions God's anger, wrath, fury, hatred, vengeance, and indignation about
six times as much as it does His love. If we speak the truth in love, it may depress and even offend
some, but hopefully will also bless and help some.

RICK WARREN'S PURPOSE-DRIVEN CHURCH MEETING—Thousands of church leaders swarmed
Pastor Rick Warren's Saddleback Church mega-campus in late May for a “how-to” church growth
seminar. One pastor, transitioning to a purpose-driven model, told of replacing the pipe organ with a
praise band. The Lake Forest conference drew 3,800 church leaders from very diverse
backgrounds—over 93 varied denominations. The mass convergence of beliefs seemed to imply that
methodology was the valued commodity here, and that doctrinal purity is much less consequential. A
Saddleback executive pastor said: “We're not talking about doctrine.” “We're talking about how to do
church in a way that meets people where their needs are.” (5/28 Relig.Today) Warren was a
scheduled speaker at the recent SBC meeting in St. Louis.

NEW ECUMENICAL ALLIANCE SEEKS TO UNITE ALL U.S. CHRISTIANS—A “Christian Churches
Together in the USA” document was signed in Chicago in April by Catholic, liberal Protestant,
evangelical, Orthodox, Pentecostal leaders or representatives. Such a broad union of ecumenicals is
a step in the formation of the one-world church of Antichrist.

FALWELL: 'BRIGHT IS GREATEST MISSIONARY SINCE PAUL'—Many good things could be said
about Dr. Bill Bright and Campus Crusade's sincere efforts in worldwide evangelism. But to a large
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degree, this has been a ministry of disobedience. For, along the way, Bright has warmly embraced
Catholics and Charismatics, and has linked himself with a plethora of ecumenical endeavors. Yet,
Jerry Falwell's Liberty University on May 11, awarded honorary degrees to Bill and Vonette Bright for
“their years of remarkable Christian service.” (6/2 Nat'l Liberty Journal) And just prior to the
ceremonies honoring the 1,560 LU graduates, Falwell noted: “In my opinion, Dr. Bill Bright is the
greatest Christian missionary since the Apostle Paul.”

REORGANIZED MORMONS CHANGE NAME—The Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ of Latter
Day Saints changed its name to Community of Christ in April 2001. It rejects some Mormon teachings,
such as the idea that God was a man and that man may become God, but it holds to many of the
same errors as the Mormons, e.g., accepting Joseph Smith as a prophet, taking the Book of Mormon
as scripture, claiming the Aaronic and Melchizedek priesthoods were restored, believing in three
levels of heaven and baptism for the remission of sins (David Cloud via C. News).

SBC UPDATE REPORT—The annual meeting of the Southern Baptist Convention has wrapped up in
St. Louis. Below are some major events of this year's meeting:

Dr. Jack Graham of Dallas was elected by acclamation to succeed Dr. James Merritt as SBC
president. Some homosexuals disrupting the meeting were arrested. The gender-neutral TNIV
translation was denounced. Church discipline of sex abuse in SBC ranks, and appropriate civil
prosecution, was called for. Speakers included: Bill Bright (Campus Crusade), Rick Warren, Adrian
Rogers, and Lt. Col. Oliver North. Setting off a firestorm of controversy was Pastor's Conference
speaker Dr. Jerry Vines who called Muhammad a demon-possessed pedophile who had 12 wives, his
last one being a 9-year-old girl. It was later verified that Vines based his charges on an Islamic
source, the Hadith.

DEATHS: Dr. W.E. “Bill” Dowell, 87, chancellor of Baptist Bible College (BBC), passed away May 2 in
Springfield, MO. He pastored High Street Baptist from 1941 to 1963. He served for eight years as v-p
of BBC, then in 1975, upon the death of BBC president Dr. G.B. Vick, he served eight years (1975-
1983) as BBC president. *** Dr. Paul Tassell was born July 20, 1934 and passed away June 3, 2002.
He began preaching at age 15 and earned a Ph.D. in NT Interpretation from BJU at 23. He pastored
various churches, served three years as Nat'l Youth Rep, and as GARBC's National Rep for 15 years.
He was diagnosed with Parkinson's disease in 1991.

PERSONAL NOTE —Nothing much new to report, except certain muscles are weakening. (Walking,
talking, writing, driving, etc. are affected.) | am to start the last of June on a medication my neurologist
wants me to try, and will then go back to him in August and decide where to go from there. I'm
actually not in any pain to speak of, except in my neck, and that pain has been there since last fall,
presumably related to my Parkinson's stooped posture. Tremors are mostly mild, so far. The
medication will treat symptoms but won't slow the progressive, degenerative dying of brain cells.
There will be side effects. Please just pray that I'll be able to continue this ministry, at least on a
monthly basis, for as long as our loving Lord sees fit to enable such. Maranatha!

Send commentsto jhuffman2@juno.com
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PRES. BUSH ‘UNSIGNS’ DANGEROUS ICC—According to AgapePress, the Bush Administration announced last
month it is formally renouncing Bill Clinton’s agreement to give U.S. backing to a world court. The International Criminal
Court treaty would open U.S. soldiers, military leaders, and even the president to prosecution by anyone in the world
who deemed Americans had done something wrong on the battlefield. This world court already has the endorsement of
over 60 other nations and is due to begin operations next year in The Hague. Clinton signed the treaty on his last day
in office, but it never made it to the Senate for ratification. [We are disappointed with Pres. Bush’s favors to
homosexuals, having disgraceful rock star Ozzy Osbourne at the White House last month, but we applaud his
unsigning of the ICC treaty. We're in perilous times. Pray for our leaders.]

PRAGMATIC CHARISMATICS—The May Charisma had this quote from Stephen Strang, its founder: We charismatics
seem to gravitate to the latest thing that brings results. A few years ago it was discipleship, then ‘name it and claim it.’
After that it was spiritual warfare. Now it's apostolic authority. Elsewhere, the May Charisma quoted a Nigerian pastor’'s
lament that preachers there have used a cheap version of the prosperity gospel to enrich themselves and made it a
sham. He said: | know of churches where they will not pray for you at the altar unless you give money first. They teach
that you must give a seed first in order to receive any kind of blessing. Another Nigerian pastor said that in a trip to
Tulsa in the 1980s he heard God say to him: Make my people rich. It is not the God of the Bible speaking this

nonsense.

SAD STATISTICS—According to the 5/02 Charisma: Over 70 million Christians over the world have been martyred in
the last 20 centuries. *** There are 500 million orphans in the world and 70 million abandoned children and infants. ***
Worldwide, 200 million children are exploited for labor. *** Even in the year 2002, 35 million people are still slaves. ***
Pedophile racketeers victimize some 5.8 million children.*** There are 24 million prostitutes. *** Each year, about $47
billion of cocaine is sold in the world. *** Trusted church workers steal some $16 billion annually from church funds.

JOURNALISTS DISPLAY ANTI-CHRISTIAN BIGOTRY?—Many journalists have displayed the one politically correct
bigotry still allowed and esteemed—anti-Christian bigotry. America is becoming a country where religious belief is
welcome only if it abandons claims to exclusive truth (e.g., Jesus is the ONLY way to heaven.). Many secular liberals
consider all Bible-believing Christians fundamentalists. Mean-spirited ones even call us Christian Taliban, and say anti-

abortionists are no different than Osama bin Laden (see 4/27 World). Pro-life fundamentalists are not to be tolerated!

SPONG SAYS GOD IS DYING AND PROBABLY NOT REVIVABLE—Heretical retired Episcopal bishop John Shelby
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Spong recently urged over 600 Methodists not to believe everything they read in the Bible (4/15 Chr. News). He has
made a name for himself by attacking fundamentalist views of homosexuality, conversion and theism. The 4/27 World
guotes Spong’s explanation for Why Christianity Must Change or Die: Theism, as a way of conceiving God, has
become demonstrably inadequate, and the God of theism not only is dying but is probably not revivable. If the religion
of

the future depends on keeping alive the definitions of theism, then the human phenomenon that we call religion will
have come to an end. If Christianity depends on a theistic definition of God, then we...are watching this noble religious
system enter the rigor mortis of its own death throes. Spong questions Christ’s virgin birth and physical resurrection.

PREDATORY HOMOSEXUALS—A pertinent fact is being overlooked in the child sex abuse scandal in the Catholic
Church: The perpetrators of these heinous crimes are not pedophile priests, but rather predatory homosexuals
disguised as priests (5/6 New Amer.). There is some truth to the claim that the Catholic priesthood, since Vatican II,
has become something of a Gay Profession. (4/22 Chr. News) Per Time (via 5/6 CN): [T]he highest officials of the
largest Christian [?] denomination on earth have lower standards [regarding protecting minors] than secular criminal
law does.

COMPUTER ID CHIPS INSIDE HUMANS?—The Verichip will soon be available for implantation inside a person’s
skin. Programmable and about the size of a grain of rice, it emits a radio signal when a special scanning device is
passed over it. (5/6 New Am.) Applied Digital Solutions is working on another implant device that would link to satellites
to track a person’s every movement (e.g., criminal, lost child). Now voluntary for its medical benefits, it could become
mandatory. A privacy attorney warns of potential abuse: It's what we call function creep. At first a device is used for
applications we all agree are good but then it slowly is used for more than it was intended.

PEACE ACCORDING TO ISLAM—For Muslims, the world is divided into land controlled by non-Muslims (territory of
war), and the land where Islamic law prevails. This is a permanent state of war, though there may be temporary truces.
In Islam, then, a peace is not a peace, and a truce should not last longer than 10 years, for infidels should never be
allowed to rest on their laurels. Any land infidels possess is held illegitimately. So, to Muslims, jihad is not aggression
but retrieving what is their legitimate possession. Holy war (jihad) is a religious duty, because of the universalism of the

[Muslim] mission and the obligation to convert everyone to Islam either by persuasion or by force (4/27 World).

MISSOURI DISSIDENTS BREAK AWAY FROM SBC—Dissident Baptists in Missouri are the latest to break away
from the Southern Baptist Convention. About 350 Missouri Baptists are forming the Baptist General Convention of
Missouri. Moderate [and liberal] Baptists in several states have formed alternative fellowships as a reaction to the
SBC's conservative theology. Despite the rifts, the SBC says it grew even bigger last year. The nation's largest
Protestant denomination says it now has more than 16 million members (5/2 Agape Press) A Southwest Baptist
University [Mo.] Bible professor who led weekend Bible studies last month for the new BGC of Missouri said some Old
Testament stories (including Jonah) cannot be taken literally (4/29 Chr. News).

BENNY HINN, A MASTER MANIPULATOR—Benny Hinn is a charismatic showman who manipulates his audiences.
Looking into viewers’ homes recently, he spied a bald, overweight man with a heart problem, wearing a yellow shirt.
Hinn said he could see the man walking away from his TV, resisting appeals to donate during a TBN Praise-a-thon.
Hinn begged the man: If you will make that pledge, God will heal your heart tonight. Mostly, he brushes off scrutiny and
criticism, but not always gracefully. He once wished aloud for a Holy Ghost machine gun to blow off the heads of his
critics; who object to such things as his unverifiable healing claims. His global crusades draw thousands who hope he
will zap them with power absorbed from the graves of dead faith healers (4/14 Houston Chron.). His handlers audition
quickly those who approach the stage and lets those with the best stories get on. Hank Hanegraaff calls Hinn a false
prophet. Hinn has claimed that the world would end in 1999 and Cuba’s Fidel Castro would die in the 1990s.

MBI PROF. PRAISES GRAHAM—Moody assistant professor of Bible Andrew Schmutzer, a doctoral candidate at
Trinity Evangelical Divinity School, had glowing praise of Dr. Billy Graham in the May-June Moody. He lauded
Graham’s commitment to both purity and a consistent stewardship of his gifts that helps explain his effective ministry.
He has wed competence with character that has become a testimony itself. He added: We need to learn from our
present-day models and ‘consider the outcome of their way of life and imitate their faith.’” Incredible! MBI students
should be warned against the ecumenical disobedience and compromise of Graham instead of presenting him as a
role model.
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JIM WALLIS: SOCIAL ACTIVIST COALITION BUILDER—Jim Wallis, editor of the liberal Sojourners magazine, has
been described as Jane Fonda’'s male clone. He was pro-Viet Cong (communist) during the Vietnam War (7/1/97 CC),
but the 6/16/97 Chr. Today said he has been transformed from an antiwar and social justice activist to a coalition
builder among diverse groups. He recently compared the divisions among Christians to those among gangs (4/13 H.
Times). He said If Crips and Bloods can get together, why can’t the evangelicals and the liberals...? Only by setting
aside the doctrine of separation could such extreme ecumenism occur.

FBF CONFERENCE—The 82nd Annual National Meeting of the Fundamental Baptist Fellowship is set for Bethel
Baptist Church, Schaumburg, Ill., June 11-13. General session speakers include: Dr. Rod Bell, Matt Recker, George
Youstra, Mike Yarborough, Gordon Dickson, Michael Lambert, David Barba, and Ed Nelson. Dr. Bob Jones will speak
at a Leadership Banquet. Workshop sessions will be led by Drs. John Vaughn, Matt Olsen, Beneth Jones, etc. Dr. Brad

Smith is host pastor. For more info call (847)885-3230.

NOTE FROM EDITOR—I plan to have a brief update on my health (Parkinson’s, etc.) in the July CC. Meanwhile, we
are cutting back to a monthly, at least most of the time. Even at that, | am inundated with e-mails requesting info about
some article or issue. I'm glad to do this but please be patient.

IBFNA CONFERENCE—The 12th Annual Independent Baptist Fellowship of N. America Family Conference is set for
the Clarion Hotel, Cleveland, OH, June 25-27. Speakers include: Drs. John Stormer, Fred Moritz, Tom Nieman, Mike
Windsor, Al Harris, John Williams, and IBFNA Moderator Dr. Clay Nuttall. Workshop leaders include: Ken Brown, Al
Richards, Dave Kilgore, Mark Foster, Donna Benedict, Zelda Brown, and Myrtle Weer. Prayer sessions will be led by,
Art Sinski and Dan Brown. For more info, contact Conference Coordinator Jeff Bailey, 508/222-6283 (ofc.), 222-3095
(home).

NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER - HOW CAN THE CAUSE BECOME THE SOLUTION?—The National Day of Prayer is
an annual event, established by the U.S. Congress in 1952. Since 1988, it has been designated for the first Thursday
of May, which fell on May 2 this year. What should be an occasion for congregations to meet together separately and
earnestly pray for their nation has instead become a vast ecumenical media event. There is little praying in the midst of
a lot of hoopla. There is shallow "repentance"” of relatively meaningless things, of some of the symptoms of America's
illness, instead of a genuine addressing of America's moral and spiritual debauchery. This year it will be conducted
from Constitution Hall in Washington, D.C. and will feature Bill Bright, Luis Palau, James Dobson, Greg Laurie, Lloyd
Ogilvie, Josh McDowell, and Bill Bennett. [These are big] names in the movement to bring all churches together in
spite of their doctrinal heresies, in direct and open disobedience to the Word of God. Bill Bright speaks highly of the
pope and wants unity between Catholics and non-Catholics. That is part of the cause of America's problem. Can we
not see in the newspapers every day what Rome has contributed to America's moral decline? James Dobson
promoted Mother Teresa, in spite of her false gospel, and never warns his many Catholic listeners of Rome's
blasphemous dogmas, filling their ears, instead, with his self-esteem principle. That is part of the cause of America's
problem. America doesn't need more self esteem. It needs to fall on its idolatrous, lascivious knees and submit to
Almighty God. Bill Bennett is a nice and knowledgeable man who cares for his country, but he is part of the problem,
being himself deluded by Rome's false doctrines. He sees only the symptoms and is blind to the true causes of
America's decline, the chief of which is religious apostasy. Luis Palau joins hands with Catholics and Church of Christ
and other false groups in his evangelistic meetings, thus completely disobeying God's command of separation from
false gospels....[He reportedly sends converts right back to the churches they come from.] It is part of the cause of
America's problem. For the last five years, the National Day of Prayer was aired from Pentecostal Jack Hayford's
Church on the Way in California, among others....Hayford believes in such nonsense as "baby tongues speaking...
that a believer must begin with "baby tongues" and progress from there. He joined hands with thousands of Roman
Catholics and had not one word to say about their error -- or about the silly nonsense of spirit slaying and spirit
drunkenness and other such things that were prominent at the meeting. In addition, the National Day of Prayer will
feature Christian rock music and charismatic praise groups, which ignore God's command to separate from the things
of the world and to make a difference between the holy and the profane. The root cause of America's ills is the
apostasy and carnality and compromise of her churches (including her independent Baptist churches, large numbers of
which are as lukewarm as Laodicea, and which, like Sardis, have a name that they live but are dead), and the National
Day of Prayer will only contribute to that cause. My friends, we DESPERATELY need to pray. Churches need to be
praying instead of partying. But the ecumenical-charismatic-christian rock crowd are among the chief causes of
America's spiritual problems, and it is impossible for the cause to become the solution. (5/2/02, David Cloud, Fund.
Baptist Information Service, P.O. Box 610368, Port Huron, MI 48061, 866-295-4143, fons@wayoflife.org)
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CARLTON PEARSON’'S‘INCLUSION THEOLOGY’—Carlton Pearson is founder of a multiracial,
charismatic megachurch in Tulsa. He claims he lost the recent mayoral primary due to his belief ininclusion
theology, which also questions the existence of aliteral hell (5/02 Charisma). His gospel of inclusion states that

everyone is saved—they just don’t know it. Pearson said he first started thinking about the inclusive doctrine
after reading E.W. Kenyon' s writings over 25 years ago and has been preaching it for three years. Per Dave
Hunt, Kenyon is the real founder of today’ s Positive Confession movement which has also influenced Hagin,
Cho, and others. Pearson spoke at NRB’98.

COMMERCIAL CONTEMPORARY MUSIC—Modern praise concerts where there is aticket price have
moved from worship of God, to the entertainment of the people. Y ou don’t pay to worship God! The cost of a
praise service can be covered by afreewill offering but when tickets are sold, asin arecent Gaither concert in
Toronto, the emphasis is on entertainment rather than the worship of God (2/02 Canadian Revivalist). Toronto
Free Presby. pastor Dr. Frank McClelland said according to advertised ticket prices, if the Air Canada Centre
was full that would bring in $1.5 million.

CCM LEADSTO NEW EVANGELICALISM—Music is a powerful force for change. Rev. John Ashbrook
writes in the 4/02 OBF Visitor: Wherever Christian contemporary music is welcomed by a fundamental church
or school that fundamental entity will become new evangelical. Worship music is one of the great battlesin
Bible-believing churches today. We must teach students to thrill to the worship music which upholds the Savior.
Be warned, be wise, beware!

CATHOLIC PRIEST'SUNSCRIPTURAL THEOLOGY —Influentia Catholic priest Michael Manning
gave the following answersto Larry King's questions (12/1 show): King asked: Now Father, if you don’t
believe in Christ when you die, are you going to hell? Manning replied: No, not at all. It's the Catholic belief
that Jesus is the source of salvation, Jesus is God; we believe that. But what [do] we say to the millions and
billions of people who don’t even know about Jesus, are they just thrown into hell? Or what about a Rabbi who
really follows the Lord as best he can? As a Catholic, I’'m very comfortable that he attains salvation by doing
this. King: So he achievesit without believing in Christ? Manning: Correct. [He added that it’ s not the goal of
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Christ to try to throw people into hell.] King: ... [H]Jow do you view Mohammed? Manning: As avery wise
man. | see the beauty of Islam in avery strong way. A ssmple approach to God....I’ m very touched by
Ramadan, by the fasting; the beautiful presence of God and the power of God. And as a Catholic, | need to learn
from that. (Foundation)

U.N. WORKERS TRADE AID FOR SEX—The United Nations has publicly accused its own aid workers and
peacekeepers of rampant sexual abuse in West Africa (3/30 World). According to testimony of refugees, male
UN staff members traded wheat and other food items, tarpaulins, and medicine for sex with girlsunder 18. UN
workers feel free to abuse the people they are supposed to help and protect.

FORCED TO PAY FOR SOMEONE EL SE'SABORTION?—Last month, California became the first state
to force insurers to cover so-called morning-after pills. Gov. Gray Davis ordered CaliforniaHM Os to pay for the
drugs, claiming that awoman’s right to choose must never be held up by red tape. (4/13 World) But, what about
the right not to pay for someone else’s abortion? In 1999, Davis signed a bill requiring HMOs to cover federally
approved contraceptives.

BONO SEEKSAID FOR AIDSIN AFRICA—U2 rock singer Bono visited Washington last month to drum
up political support for aid to Africa (for AIDS programs, and Third World debt forgiveness). Evangelicals were
impressed by his profession of faith in Christ (but see 4/02 CC), and reporters were in awe as he tagged along
with Pres. Bush for aday (4/22 Chr. Today, 3/30 World). Aid funds usually go to corrupt dictatorships and
seldom reach the needy people.

HALF OF RC PRIESTSMAY BE HOM OSEXUAL S—Roman Catholic seminary president Donald Cozzens
saysthat at least half of the priests and seminarians in the U.S. may be homosexuals and that the priesthood is
becoming a gay culture (4/8 C. News). RC officials have covered up for them.

COURT KILLSBAN ON VIRTUAL CHILD PORN—The U.S. Supreme Court last month shocked
Christians over the country with a decision that legalizes child pornography when the pictures are generated by
computers, etc. The ruling struck down a congressional ban on virtual child pornography, saying the First
Amendment protects pornography or other sexual images that only appear to depict real children engaged in sex.
*** And afedera judge has ruled against a bid by the Justice Department to overturn an Oregon law that allows
doctor-assisted suicide. Attorney General John Ashcroft had sought to override that law, saying helping people
to die was not a"legitimate medical practice."

VICTIM AWARDED $80,000 FOR INJURY AT SERVICE—A woman who broke her arm after being slain
in the spirit during a charismatic worship service won $80,000 from the Long Island church where she was
injured (2/21 Ala. Baptist). The minister placed his hand on her forehead causing her to fall backwards. She
argued the church should have had someone in place to catch her. Or better yet, why not heal her?

CAMPING SAYSGOD’SUSE OF CHURCHES IS ENDED—Family Radio founder Harold Camping
claimed in his 19947 book that Christ would return in 1994. Foolish date setting is unwise. He now writes in the
new Family Radio News: It is the time when the work of the corporate external church has been finished. It isno
longer used of God to do the work that had been assigned it to do asits principal endeavor. That work isto
evangelize the world. Thus we have learned that the time has now come when we must leave our churches and
congregations even though we are to continue to gather in fellowship with other believers (Heb. 10:25). This
means that God’ s usage of the churches...has cometo an end. (4/8 C. News). So does Camping think Jesus was
wrong when He said the gates of hell would not prevail against the church?

BWA LEADER WITH POPE AT ASSI SI—Baptist World Alliance Gen. Sec’y Denton L otz participated in
Pope John Paul’ s interfaith prayer gathering for world peace at Assisi, Jan. 24 (Foundation). Lotz said: | went to
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Assisi to affirm as Baptist Christians that we are people of peace and that we will join the other Christians to
pray for peace. His other Christians included Catholics, Muslims, Hindus, etc. (2/15 CC), He has reached out
ecumenically to Catholics before (see 2/1 CC). The testimony of conservative So. Baptistsis tainted by its
membership and support of the apostate BWA.

OBF'S‘EXPECTATIONS FOR CHRISTIAN SCHOOL S—John Ashbrook in the 4/02 Ohio Bible
Fellowship Visitor writes: We expect the schools to which we entrust our young people to take the separatist
position of Christian service which holds that believers must only be yoked in ministry with spiritual equals. We
expect our schoolsto teach our students that they cannot unite in service with modernism, new evangelicalism,
ecumenical evangelism, or the charismatic movement. Rev. Ashbrook lists other expectations from schools
(relating to morality, etc.), and said in church history it has usually been the schools which changed
denominations from Bible-believing to apostate. He said we have watched such institutions as Moody, Biolaand
Wheaton change from fundamentalist to new evangelical and must be diligent lest the same pattern be followed
by fundamentalist schools we now support. Music, Bible texts, and other current issues are mentioned in this 4-
page article. Order it from: OBF, 3165 N. High St., Columbus, OH 43214, 10 copies for $3.50.

OBF ON BIBLE TEXT I SSUE—Rev. John Ashbrook (OBF Visitor writes: The Bible text issue has become a
divisive force in fundamentalism. He adds. We in the Ohio Bible Fellowship are grieved at the way thisissue
has divided fundamentalism. Every school which trains pastors must deal with thisissue. In its teaching it must
express its own conviction on the biblical text. However, we hope that our schools will beware of an emphasis
which divides and makes it impossible for true, but differing, brethren to work together.

USE ONLY ‘ORIGINAL SOURCES' IN QUOTING?—A Michigan PhD in an e-mail last month suggested
this. (On the surface, it sounds more ethical and fair and, indeed, can and should be done at times.) But we
replied: How many deceivers would give atruthful answer if it meant their deception would be exposed
thereby? If one is devious enough to be a deceiver, he would have no quaimsin lying to cover it up. | John 4:1
commands usto try or test false prophets, etc., and we do this by comparing their teachings to the Word of God
(Isa. 8:20, Acts 17:11, Matt. 7:15-16). A wolf comesin the attire of a sheep, so wouldn’t it be naive to ask him
(primary source) if he's awolf? Great care must be taken in exposing compromising brethren who call

themsel ves fundamentalists but are linked in ministries with new-evangelical compromisers. These we are to
note and admonish, but not to count as enemies (11 Thes. 3:14-15).

Do not use our old Sparkman Drive addressfor Calvary Contender mail. Use 104 Cotton Row,
Huntsville, AL 35806. See 2/15 CC note.

BILL BRIGHT'S'BEYOND ALL LIMITS CONFERENCE, ‘GLOBAL PASTORSNETWORK”,
‘SYNERGISTIC CHURCH’—Dennis Costella has a good firsthand report of the Beyond All Limits pastor’s
conference which convened in Orlando, Jan. 17-19 (Foundation). Campus Crusade’ s Bill Bright had the vision
for this. The purpose was twofold: first, to minister to the 5,000 pastors assembled at First Baptist Church and
second, to launch a new Internet program for training pastors for the new millennium, the Global Pastors
Network. The ambitious plan to network (join together in common fellowship, ministry and purpose) and
instruct virtually every Christian worker in the world by way of the Internet and satellite technology in the
decade ahead was impressive. The proposed global synergistic church model, an ecumenically-styled network of
churches and ministries where doctrinal issues are set aside and all who say they love Jesus will join together to
reach the world for Christ. Many messages were helpful and Biblically-based. Speakersincluded Drs. Falwell,
Stowell, Smalley, Warren, Trask, and Merritt. Charismatics were well represented by Hayford, and PK’s Bill
McCartney who stressed the need for no divisionsto exist between all Christians. The above speakers and the
following other ministries are part of 200 already committed to the GPN. Kay Arthur, Henry Blackaby, Bill
Bright, Chuck Colson, Jim Cymbala, James Dobson, John Hagee, David Jeremiah, John Kilpatrick, Erwin
Lutzer, Chuck Swindoll, and Bruce Wilkinson. A conference leader said: In the future, those [pastors] who are

http://home.hiwaay.net/~contendr/2002/5-2002.html (3 of 4) [17/02/2005 01:58:26 p.m.]



Calvary Contender - May 2002

not networking will not be working.

REVISIONIST EVANGELICALS OFFER STALE LIBERALISM—The struggle to define evangelical
boundaries has existed since the formation of the movement in the 1940s. Y oung evangelicals in the 1970s
stretched the movement leftward. The evangelical left now resists any meaningful boundaries at all (4/6 World).
A group of theologians recently released a new manifesto for revisionist evangelicalism. The Word Made Fresh
callsfor evangelicals to resist attempts to propagate rigid definitions of evangelicalism that result in unnecessary
alienation and exclusion. Without doctrinal boundaries, New Evangelicalism has long been adrift, moving
leftward. The middle of the road is a dangerous parking place.

THE EXTREME MIDDL E—We have heard about the extreme right and the extreme left, but it is the extreme
middle we need to expose as being extremely deceptive, extremely disobedient, and extremely dangerous. (Rev.
Hayes Minnick). Dr. W. B. Riley in bygone years said: The middle-of-the-road man is the theological menace of
the twentieth century. In the battle between truth and error, (good and evil) neutrality (moderation) is no virtue.

SCHULLER COZIESWITH MUSLIM S—Idlam rejects the Jesus of the Bible. Y et Robert Schuller’s
compromises with Islam are notorious. From personally preaching in the mosque of the Grand Mufti in
Damascus, to allowing the Islamic leader’ s cleric son to preach from his own pulpit, these things are nothing
new for someone who sponsors Christians and Muslims for Peace at his Crystal Cathedral. He stated to an
official of the Muslim American Society that if he [Schuller] came back in 100 years and found his descendants
Muslims, it wouldn’t bother him.... (3/02 Berean Call) He was also a keynote speaker for the Unity School of
Christianity’s (New Age) conference ridiculing evangelical Christianity; at Unification Church (Moonies)
functions with Sun Myung Moon, and at Mormon Tabernacle where he addressed an interfaith event and saluted
the Mormon Church (Vantage Point).

CHARISMATICS GO BEYOND PENTECOSTAL | SM—In promoting a book by O. Talmadge Spence in
1989, Dr. Bab Jones, Jr. wrote: The Charismatic movement goes far beyond the traditional Pentecostal practices
of healing and speaking in tongues. It is not a matter of what many of us regard as a misinterpretation and
misunderstanding of Scripture. It isadenia of Scriptural authority and infallibility....
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OPRAH'S CHURCH-FREE RELIGION—Oprah Winfrey since her 1986 debut has become one of the
richest and most influential people in the world. In 1998 when she began “Change Your Life TV,” her main role
has become that of spiritual leader. To her “congregation” of over 22 million mostly female viewers, she has

become a postmodern priestess—an icon of church-free spirituality (4/1 C. Today). Her message is partly New
Age psychobabble, but it goes much deeper. Oprah clearly believes part of her talk show host role isto call her
audience to a higher plane. The theological nature of that higher plane and her methods for getting there alarms
many Christian critics. Her former pastor says of her: “ She now has this sort of ‘God is everywhere, God isin
me, | don't need to go to church, | don't need to be a part of abody of believers, | can meditate, | can do positive
thinking' spirituality....” Oprah has said, “One of the biggest mistakes humans make isto believe there is only
one way. Actually, there are many diverse paths leading to what you call God.” This contradicts John 14:6.

WE SHOULD EXCUSE THEOLOGY & IMMORALITY OF U2 CCM/ROCK GROUP? —Probably the
world's biggest [rock] band today is U2, an enormously popular Irish group whose leader, Bono, “for al of his
left-leaning political posture, is remarkably open about his Christianity.” (3/23 World) “U2's theology may not
be as conservative as one would like [they shun the 'Christian’ label], but till, thisis along way from the
Rolling Stone's 'Sympathy for the Devil.” A 4/02 Charisma reviewer of a book about U2 wrote: “...[T]he book
is effective in stating its case that artists with a spiritual message shouldn't be dismissed because they
occasionally question their faith, drink, smoke and even curse. The world needs Bono asamodel....”

MARRIAGE IS'FOR BETTER'—According to areport issued Feb. 14, married folks live longer and make
more money (4/1 CT). They also are less depressed, suicidal, violent, and prone to drug abuse than their single
and divorced cohorts.

FOOD AID NOT REACHING STARVING N. KOREANS—Communist North Korea is the most repressive
nation in the world. It receives more food aid than any (3/9 World ). The U.S. supplies 300,000 tons of food
each year, but food aid is not reaching the starving; it goes to the government where it is stockpiled and used to
feed soldiers and the ruling €elite.

FEMALE FETICIDE IN INDIA—In India, a cultural obsession for boys drives 5 million women to kill their
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unborn baby girls each year, per the UN Children's Fund (4/1 CT). High-tech ultrasound equipment has
encouraged a boom in female feticide. But that may be changing. Courts are confiscating assets of prenatal sex-
determination clinics.

ABWE & THE PERU INCIDENT—We are glad to see that the government agencies involved have agreed to
arequest by ABWE and the injured families, for a*reasonabl e settlement with an apology and an offer for
reparations to the families only.” ABWE attorney Donald Davis said the families and the missionary group had
“asked the government for $35 million, but settled for a smaller sum that he described as satisfactory.” This, and
all the other six or more reports we have seen, confirms the accuracy of our 3/15 CC brief neutral news report
(without comment) on this. We were told by the Washington Post writer who broke the story that her source for
the “$35 million” figure was the missionaries Washington, DC attorney. ABWE president's early letter on this
seemed a bit misleading and confusing.

ZIMBABWE'S WOES WORSEN—Forty percent of Zimbabwe's adult population is HIV-positive. Over 1.5
million children are orphaned as aresult of losing parentsto AIDS (3/25 H.Times). Catholic Marxist Robert
Mugabe was recently re-elected president in aflawed election. An international ecumenical team from the
World Council of Churches and the All Africa Conference of Churches, sent to observe the fraudulent election
last month, in a summary statement said various aberrations “ preclude us from confirming the election to be
universal, transparent, fair or free.” (3/13/02 P. Jenks e-mail). Ironically, Mugabe praised the WCC (at its 8th
assembly, 1998), hosted by Zimbabwe, for having supported his armed [Marxist] revolution (10/15/99 CC).

SEX, MEN, AND MINDS—Men struggling with impure thoughts sometimes wonder if there will ever be a
timein their lives when they will no longer be tempted with lust. Unfortunately, most men never grow beyond
it. Temptations are everywhere in our sex-charged society, from TV commercials to checkout counter
magazines. When pornography is part of a man's history, he can find pictures coming into focus years after the
images have been burned into his mind. Men with purity problems have the most trouble when they allow
themselvesto indulge their eyes “just alittle bit.” The battle against lust is alifelong fight for most men, but
Christ gives us the power to reject evil thoughts before they take root....[Excerpts, Focus on the Family, via
4/02 CVN ] Job (31:1) said: “1 have made a covenant with mine eyes; why then should | think upon a maid?’

ISLAM'SALLAH VS. CHRISTIANITY'S GOD—"Idam isareligion in which God requires you to send
your son to die for him. Christianity isafaith in which God sends his son to die for you.” [Cal Thomas claims
this politically incorrect quote was by Attorney General John Ashcroft. The latter has denied making the remark,
but Thomas stands by his story. (See 4/1 CT) It's good, regardless of who said it first.]

JACK GRAHAM ISLIKELY NEXT SBC PRESIDENT—Texas pastor Jack Graham “very likely” will be
nominated for president of the Southern Baptist Convention at its annual meeting June 11 in St. Louis, per Jerry
Vines ( Bapt. Banner ). Graham's church, Prestonwood Baptist near Dallas, was one of the first mega-churches
(has over 20,000 members) to join the newer more conservative Southern Baptists of Texas Convention while
maintaining nominal membership in the “moderate” Baptist General Convention of Texas.

'MODERATE' BAPTISTSPLEDGE $1 MILLION TO MISSIONARIESWHO DECLINE TO AFFIRM
DOCTRINAL STATEMENT —The moderate/liberal Baptist General Convention of Texas has pledged $1
million to afund to help missionaries who will lose or relinquish their ministries rather than affirm in writing the
2000 Baptist Faith & Message doctrinal accountability instrument required by the SBC's Int'l Mission Board
(3/7 Ala. Baptist). At least 60 missionary families have said they could not sign the statement, which opposes
women pastors and says wives should “ submit gracioudly to the servant leadership of their husbands.”

WAS JENKINS'LEFT BEHIND'?—After the huge success of the Left Behind apocalyptic novels, Tim
LaHaye will receive areported $45 million for four new novels. But co-writer Jerry Jenkins seems to have been
“left behind” on the big deal, even though Christianity Today for April 1 said he “actually wrote the series,
basing the thrillers on conversations with and the nonfiction theological writings of LaHaye.”
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NCC NAMES QUAKER, A CATHOLIC, TO HIGH POST—The National Council of Churches has named
a Quaker and former official of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops, Ann K. Riggs, to head up theological
work for ecumenical discussions (3/11 CN). The appointment comes at a critical time for the NCC asit attempts
to reinvent itself to attract participation of Catholics, Evangelicals and Pentecostals. A core group of leaders
plans an April 4-6 meeting to talk about the future with non-NCC member churches, including Catholics,
Salvation Army and the Church of God in Christ.

MARTY A LIBERAL CRITIC OF FUNDAMENTALISM—The 3/9 Huntsville Times stated: “Huntingdon
College [Montgomery, AL] will present internationally known theologian Dr. Martin Marty Tues. for the annual
Stallworth Lecture Series. His topic will be 'Fundamentalism: Around the World, Down the Block, and Dividing
Our Minds." He will address the tensions caused by religious exclusivity....” The latter term refersto teaching
that Jesusis the only way, e.g., and is the opposite of religious pluralism. Christian News has had many articles
on Marty, showing that he for over 40 years has repeatedly attacked the Bible and that he denies the physical
